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After all the food and parties, an easy New 
Year’s First Day Genesee Valley Greenway 
guided hike may be just the thing. Three 
outings are planned at different 
Greenway locations. Leashed pets 
are allowed. 
 
11:00 a.m. Scottsville, 
Canawaugus Park, Monroe 
County  
Two hikes: south to the Lehigh 
Valley Trail 4+miles round trip. or 
north to Route 383 2 miles round 
trip. Bathroom available at the 
Municipal Building in Canawaugus 
Park. Additional parking at 
Municipal Lot behind the Village/Town 
Hall, 22 Main Street. Salvatore’s Saloon, 11 
Main Street, will be open for lunch at noon. 
 
11:00 a.m. Mt. Morris, Route 408 
Greenway Parking Lot, Livingston 
County  
Two-mile round trip hike from the parking 
area to the dramatic trail bridge spanning the 
Genesee River offering. No bathrooms. 
 

1:00 p.m. Belfast, Route 305 Greenway 
Parking Lot, Allegany County 
Two hikes on the same route, 4 miles and 7 

miles, roundtrip. No bathrooms.  
 
Each hike will be out and back and 
two to four miles in length. If 
weather permits, bring snowshoes 
or cross country skis. Don’t be 
fooled into thinking you don’t 
need to bring water in winter. 
Persons versed in local history will 
help guide each hike. In case of 
winter storm, consult FOGVG 
Facebook for cancellation 
information. For more infor-

mation and to register number attending, 
contact Greenway Park Manager 
Kristine Uribe at (585) 493-3614 or 
Kristine.Uribe@parks.ny.gov with 
“Registration” on the subject line. 

First Day Hike 2017 
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    �3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�·�V���0�H�V�V�D�J�H 

Welcome to the latest issue of the Greenway News and the 
new opportunities winter brings for you on the Greenway.  
In addition to snowmobiling there is skiing, riding a fat tire 
bike, or perhaps trying out some new snowshoes.  Of 
course, if there is not substantial snow cover, there is 
always hiking. 

The Genesee Valley Greenway State Park has scheduled 
three First Day Hikes on the Greenway for January 1.  Start 
the new year right by joining the hike in Scottsville, in Mt. 
Morris, or at Rt. 305 near Belfast.  Remember that Park 
Manager Kristine Uribe is requesting that participants in 
these hikes pre-register.  Please see instructions included in 
this newsletter article on the hikes. 

The Genesee Valley Greenway State Park Meetup group,  
https://www.meetup.com/GVGSP-Enthusiasts/, currently 
has 206 members.  If you are not already a member, please 
join us.  This is a way for you to keep up to date on 

Greenway events by receiving internet reminders. 

We need winter and also summer events for the Greenway.  
Please let us know if you would be willing to lead a trail 
event by leaving a message at (585) 658-2569 or contacting 
fogvg@frontiernet.net. 

Thanks to those who participated in our Sept. 30 ribbon 
cutting, the Nov. 12 trail events and our annual dinner/
meeting.  Plan to join us again on January 1 and bring 
friends.  Everyone is welcome. 

Fran G
otcsik  

New Greenway Trail Opens 

A one-mile section of new Genesee Valley 
Greenway trail was officially opened on 
September 30 with a ribbon cutting at Little 
Black Creek Park in Chili. The paved trail 
extends from Little Black Creek south to the 
CSX Railroad tracks, resulting in three 
continuous miles of paved Greenway trail 
extending from Genesee Valley Park to the rail 
crossing. The newly-opened section of trail 
closes a long-standing gap in the 90-mile 
Genesee Valley Greenway State Park. Before 
the trail section was completed, trail users were 
required to detour to Scottsville Road. 

Fran Gotcsik  

https://www.meetup.com/GVGSP-Enthusiasts/
mailto:fogvg@frontiernet.net
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“We have all heard, and many of us have shared stories 
about being somewhere and suddenly Phil would appear 
out of the trees. He seemed to materialize out of the 
network of nature, from childhood up through adulthood. 
You didn’t hear him, you didn’t expect him; he just was 
there. … 

So today we honor him with this bench, for those who 
would rest, contemplate, breathe, and restore. 

Not all who wander are lost. Phil may have appeared to be 
wandering, but actually he was absorbing, observing, 
learning.” 

These remarks are excerpted from Cuba Mayor Michele 
Miller’s introduction 
during a dedication for the 
Phil Austin Memorial 
Bench, installed this 
September near the “Irish 
Cemetery” along the 
Greenway just north of 
Rockville Lake between 
Belfast and Cuba. The 
family donated the money 
for this handsome bench 
and plaque, and state park 
employees made a 
concrete base for the 
bench. 

Phil Austin Memorial Bench 

Above: Cuba  Mayor Michele 
Miller at the dedication for the 
memorial bench installed in 
September. 

Joan Schum
aker 

M
arilee Patterer  

See a PROBLEM on the Greenway? 
�/�H�W���(�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���2�I�I�L�F�H�U�V���.�Q�R�Z��!

For non emergency issues call: 
Park Police Dispatch 

1-800�² 255-3577 
Greenway Park Manager 

585-493-3614 

�,�)���,�7�·�6���$�1���(�0�(�5�*�(�1�&�< 
Dial 911 or call 

Monroe 
and 

Livingston Counties  
 

585-658-4692 

Wyoming, Allegany 
and  

Cattaraugus Counties 
 

Call 911 

Greenway law enforcement is provided by State 
Park Police, working together and with state and 

local police forces.  



!

Page 4 

On June 2, 2014, it was business as usual for the GVG 
crew. The morning discussions were filled thoughts of 
what particular tasks were on the day’s agenda, all 
mixed with a healthy dose of some good natured 
joking as is their typical style. As they loaded up their 
trucks with the equipment they knew they would need, 
the occasional side conversation would ensue as they 
stopped to take a sip from the almighty coffee cup.  

The crew headed out in their small convoy towards the 
worksite. The plan was to start work on N.Y. 63 near 
mile marker 26 and head north, hopefully making it to 
Fowlerville Rd near mile marker 21 before the day was 
through. Five miles may not seem like a lot; however, 
when you are combatting nature and wrestling with 
thick vegetation, it might as well be 50. No problem. 
This was not the crew’s first rodeo, and they were up 
for the task…or so they thought. 

Nobody expected the spectacle they witnessed once they 
rounded the curve where the Genesee River runs very close 
to the trail. Seemingly overnight, the Greenway was 
transformed from a tranquil piece of heaven into a surreal 
nightmare. There it was. A large fracture running diagonally 
cross the trail like a lightning bolt. The east side of the trail 
had sunk down a foot or more in some places. The way the 
crew described it to me, as this occurred before I took over 
the park manager position, it was like someone punched 
them in the stomach and knocked the wind right out of 
them. The crew takes their trail seriously. They have a lot 
of pride in what they do. But this? They felt helpless as they 
knew what would transpire next and all they could do was 
wait for it to happen. And it did, the very next day. 

Imagine if a moving train had come upon this fracture 
suddenly back in the 1950s! 

Over the next three years, the regional engineering 
department and management at Letchworth State Park 
toiled over how to go about a fix. They knew this was not 
going to be easy. The cost to stabilize an ever-changing 
environment is not only enormous, but risky. The Genesee 
River has a history of moving itself at will and all we can do 
is try to stay out of its way. Enter the Abbey. 

The Abbey of the Genesee is a community of more than 
two dozen contemplative monks. They are a member of 
the Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance, 
commonly known as the Trappists. They have a vast 
amount of property in this area, part of which is directly 
adjacent to the washed-out section. And here lay the 

solution. The concept was to obtain an 
easement along the edge of their field in 
which we would create a by-pass until it was 
safe to return to the original course. The 
monks were very understanding towards our 
cause and agreed to help us. I wish to thank 
each and every one of them for persevering 
through our state bureaucracy. It took three 
years to cut through the red tape, but we did 
it.  

A few weeks before Thanksgiving, we were 
given the green light to plot out the new trail. 
In the last newsletter, I compared traveling 

The time has come! 

    Kristine Uribe, Manager, Genesee Valley Greenway State Park 

K
ristina Schoepfer  

K
ristina Schoepfer  

Bottom left: A day before the slide 

Above: Next day from the opposite side 



!

Page 5 

through the Conrail property as one of those days you 
wait your entire career for. Well, now I have two of those 
days under my belt. Being out on the trail with our senior 
engineers and trying to decide the best layout of the new 
trail was exhilarating. I didn’t care about the thorny 
undergrowth catching on every piece of clothing possible 
and then slapping me in the face. I didn’t care about the 
muddy terrain, nor the realization of how out of shape I 
am. What I did care about was the hours spent by many 
trying to make this work, and now the ball is in our court 
to make it happen. It may have been only a few hours I 
was out there, but it filled me with hope and re-
established my belief that if we work hard enough, 
persevere long enough and keep an open mind we can 
literally move heaven and earth with positive results. 

 

Moving forward, we will continue to construct the trail 
over the next month or so until winter sets in and finish up 
when the weather breaks, if needed. Afterwards, we will 
tackle the newest washout just up the trail, north of York 
Landing.  

Thank you all for being patient until this favorable day 
arrived.  

Thank you all for your continued support of our beloved 
Greenway. 

Happy Holidays and wishing all the best in the coming new 
year! 

 

Left and above: New Abbey Trail 

K
ristine U

ribe 
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The Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway, Inc. (the Friends, or simply "FOGVG") is a 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit membership organization, incorporated in 1993. 

The mission of the Friends is to assist in the development, protection, promotion, and 
maintenance of New York’s Genesee Valley Greenway State Park in accordance with 
guidelines established in the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation (OPRHP) Genesee Valley Greenway Management Plan and to support and 
promote other non-motorized recreational opportunities for the general public along the 
Genesee Valley Greenway. 
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���’�’�ƒ�Ž�ƒ�…�Š�‹�ƒ�•�����”�ƒ�‹�Ž�á���–�Š�‡���†�‹�•�–�ƒ�•�…�‡���™�ƒ�•���t�á�s�z�w�ä�u���•�‹�Ž�‡�•�á���„�—�–��
�–�Š�‹�•���†�‹�•�–�ƒ�•�…�‡���˜�ƒ�”�‹�‡�•���ˆ�”�‘�•���›�‡�ƒ�”���–�‘���›�‡�ƒ�”�ä�����Š�‡���–�”�ƒ�‹�Ž���‹�•���ƒ��
�ˆ�‘�‘�–�’�ƒ�–�Š���ˆ�”�‘�•�����’�”�‹�•�‰�‡�”�����–�ä�á���
�‡�‘�”�‰�‹�ƒ�á���–�‘�����–�ä�����ƒ�–�ƒ�Š�†�‹�•�á��
���ƒ�‹�•�‡�ä�����Š�‡���������’�ƒ�•�•�‡�•���–�Š�”�‘�—�‰�Š���s�v���•�–�ƒ�–�‡�•���ƒ�•�†���‰�‡�•�‡�”�ƒ�Ž�Ž�›��
�ˆ�‘�Ž�Ž�‘�™�•���–�Š�‡�����’�’�ƒ�Ž�ƒ�…�Š�‹�ƒ�•�����‘�—�•�–�ƒ�‹�•�•�ä�����Š�‡�”�‡���‹�•���ƒ���w�á�r�r�r��
�ˆ�‘�‘�–���‡�Ž�‡�˜�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���…�Š�ƒ�•�‰�‡���™�‹�–�Š���x�x�w�w���ˆ�‡�‡�–���„�‡�‹�•�‰���–�Š�‡���Š�‹�‰�Š�‡�•�–��

�&�����š�µ�Œ�������^�‰�����l���Œ�U�����‰�‰���o�����Z�]���v���d�Œ���]�o���d�Z�Œ�µ��
�,�]�l���Œ���W���š�����}���š��!

�K�µ�Œ���P�µ�]�������>���Œ�Œ�Ç���^�����u���v�����Æ�‰�o���]�v�•�����v���}�o�����•�š�}�v�����Œ���]�o�r
�Œ�}���������µ�o�À���Œ�š���š�Z���š�������Œ�Œ�]�������Z�]�o�o�•�]�������Á���š���Œ�����}�Á�v���š�}���š�Z����
�<���•�Z���‹�µ�������Œ�����l�������o�}�Á���š�Z�����}���À�]�}�µ�•���Œ���]�o���������i�µ�•�š��
�����}�À���X��!

Fran G
otcsik  

M
arilee Patterer  

Greenway Annual Meeting on November 12th  
Marilee Patterer and Irene Szabo  
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�ƒ�•�†���s�t�v���–�Š�‡���Ž�‘�™�‡�•�–!�‡�Ž�‡�˜�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�•�ä�����Š�‡���ƒ�˜�‡�”�ƒ�‰�‡���–�‹�•�‡���–�‘��
�Š�‹�•�‡���–�Š�‡���™�Š�‘�Ž�‡���–�”�ƒ�‹�Ž���‹�•���w���–�‘���y���•�‘�•�–�Š�•�ä�����Š�‡���–�”�ƒ�‹�Ž���™�ƒ�•��
�…�‘�•�’�Ž�‡�–�‡�†���‹�•���s�{�u�y�á���„�—�–���™�ƒ�•���•�‘�•�–�Ž�›���”�‘�ƒ�†�•���ƒ�•�†���’�”�‹�˜�ƒ�–�‡��
�Ž�ƒ�•�†�ä�����‘�™���‹�–���‹�•���{�{�¨���’�—�„�Ž�‹�…���Ž�ƒ�•�†���ƒ�•�†���‹�•���Ž�ƒ�”�‰�‡�Ž�›��
�•�ƒ�‹�•�–�ƒ�‹�•�‡�†���„�›���˜�‘�Ž�—�•�–�‡�‡�”�•�ä!!

���Š�‡���������…�”�‘�•�•�‡�•���Š�—�•�†�”�‡�†�•���‘�ˆ���”�‘�ƒ�†�•���•�ƒ�•�‹�•�‰���‡�ƒ�•�›���ƒ�…�…�‡�•�•��
�–�‘���–�‘�™�•�•���ˆ�‘�”���•�—�’�’�Ž�‹�‡�•�á���ƒ���•�Š�‘�™�‡�”�á���ƒ���Š�‘�•�–�‡�Ž���‘�”���Š�‘�–�‡�Ž���ˆ�‘�”���ƒ��
�‰�‘�‘�†���•�‹�‰�Š�–�5�•���•�Ž�‡�‡�’�á���‘�”���–�‘���‰�‡�–���•�ƒ�‹�Ž�ä�����Š�‡�•���ƒ�‰�ƒ�‹�•�á���–�Š�‡�”�‡��
�ƒ�”�‡���•�–�”�‡�–�…�Š�‡�•���™�Š�‡�”�‡���‘�•�‡���™�ƒ�Ž�•�•���ˆ�‘�”���†�ƒ�›�•���™�‹�–�Š�‘�—�–��
�…�”�‘�•�•�‹�•�‰���ƒ���”�‘�ƒ�†�á���Ž�‹�•�‡���–�Š�‡���‹�•�ˆ�ƒ�•�‘�—�•���Š�—�•�†�”�‡�†���•�‹�Ž�‡��
�™�‹�Ž�†�‡�”�•�‡�•�•���‹�•�����ƒ�‹�•�‡�ä�����Š�‡�”�‡���™�‡�”�‡���t�w�r�r���ƒ�–�–�‡�•�’�–�•���–�‘��
�Š�‹�•�‡���–�Š�‡���™�Š�‘�Ž�‡���–�”�ƒ�‹�Ž���‹�•���t�r�s�v�ä�����›���–�Š�‡���–�‹�•�‡���–�Š�‡���Š�‹�•�‡�”�•��
�ƒ�”�”�‹�˜�‡�†���ƒ�–���–�Š�‡���•�‹�†�™�ƒ�›���’�‘�‹�•�–���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���–�”�ƒ�‹�Ž���ƒ�–�����ƒ�”�’�‡�”�•��
�	�‡�”�”�›���s�t�x�y���”�‡�•�ƒ�‹�•�‡�†���™�‹�–�Š���‘�•�Ž�›���x�v�v���…�‘�•�’�Ž�‡�–�‹�•�‰���–�Š�‡��
�–�”�ƒ�‹�Ž���‹�•���t�r�s�v�ä�����‹�–�Š���–�Š�‡���’�”�‘�†�—�…�–�‹�‘�•���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡�����‘�Ž�Ž�›�™�‘�‘�†��
�Ð�‹�Ž�•�á���������ƒ�Ž�•���‹�•���–�Š�‡�����‘�‘�†�•�á���–�Š�‡���•�—�•�„�‡�”���‘�ˆ���ƒ�–�–�‡�•�’�–�•���Š�ƒ�•��
�‹�•�…�”�‡�ƒ�•�‡�†���•�‹�‰�•�‹�Ð�‹�…�ƒ�•�–�Ž�›�ä!

���ƒ�–���•�’�‡�•�–���•�—�…�Š���–�‹�•�‡���’�”�‡�’�ƒ�”�‹�•�‰���ˆ�‘�”���–�Š�‡���–�”�‹�’�ä�����Š�‡���Š�‹�•�‡�†��
�v���‘�”���w���–�‹�•�‡�•���ƒ���™�‡�‡�•���ˆ�‘�”���x���–�‘���s�w���•�‹�Ž�‡�•���™�‹�–�Š���ƒ���u�r���’�‘�—�•�†��
�„�ƒ�…�•�’�ƒ�…�•���‘�•���•�–�‡�‡�’���Š�‹�Ž�Ž�•�ä����‘�›�…�‡�����”�•�‡�”�á���™�Š�‘���‹�•���ƒ���˜�‡�”�›��
�•�•�‹�Ž�Ž�‡�†���Š�‹�•�‡�”���ƒ�•�†���ƒ���	�‹�•�‰�‡�”�����ƒ�•�‡�•�����”�ƒ�‹�Ž���‡�•�†"�–�‘"�‡�•�†�‡�”�á��
�•�‘�•�‡�–�‹�•�‡�•���Š�‹�•�‡�†���™�‹�–�Š���Š�‡�”���–�‘���‰�‹�˜�‡���Š�‡�”���…�‘�•�’�ƒ�•�›���ƒ�•�†��
�‡�•�…�‘�—�”�ƒ�‰�‡�•�‡�•�–�ä�����‡�”���„�ƒ�…�•�’�ƒ�…�•���…�‘�•�–�ƒ�‹�•�‡�†���…�‘�‘�•�‹�•�‰���ƒ�•�†��
�™�ƒ�–�‡�”���’�—�”�‹�Ð�‹�…�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���•�—�’�’�Ž�‹�‡�•�ä�����Š�‡���Š�ƒ�†���–�Š�‡���•�‡�ƒ�–�‡�•�–���Ž�‹�–�–�Ž�‡��
�•�–�‘�˜�‡���–�Š�ƒ�–���—�•�‡�†���†�‡�•�ƒ�–�—�”�‡�†���ƒ�Ž�…�‘�Š�‘�Ž�ä�����Š�‡���„�ƒ�…�•�’�ƒ�…�•���ƒ�Ž�•�‘��
�…�‘�•�–�ƒ�‹�•�‡�†���•�Š�‡�Ž�–�‡�”���ƒ�•�†���•�Ž�‡�‡�’�‹�•�‰���•�—�’�’�Ž�‹�‡�•���Ž�‹�•�‡���ƒ���–�‡�•�–�á��
�•�Ž�‡�‡�’�‹�•�‰���„�ƒ�‰�á���’�‹�Ž�Ž�‘�™�á���‡�–�…�ä�����‡�”���…�Ž�‘�–�Š�‡�•���…�‘�•�•�‹�•�–�‡�†���‘�ˆ���ƒ��
�†�‘�™�•���•�™�‡�ƒ�–�‡�”�á���”�ƒ�‹�•�…�‘�ƒ�–���ƒ�•�†���’�ƒ�•�–�•�á���•�Š�‘�‡�•�á���Š�ƒ�–�á���•�‘�…�•�•�ä��
���‹�•�…�‡�Ž�Ž�ƒ�•�‡�‘�—�•���•�—�’�’�Ž�‹�‡�•���‹�•�…�Ž�—�†�‡�†���Š�‡�ƒ�†�Ž�ƒ�•�’�á���…�‡�Ž�Ž��
�’�Š�‘�•�‡�á���…�ƒ�•�‡�”�ƒ�á���‰�—�‹�†�‡���„�‘�‘�•�á���…�‘�•�’�ƒ�•�•�á���‡�–�…�ä�����ˆ���…�‘�—�”�•�‡�á��
���ƒ�–���ƒ�Ž�•�‘���…�ƒ�”�”�‹�‡�†���™�ƒ�–�‡�”���ƒ�•�†���v���†�ƒ�›�•�ï���•�—�’�’�Ž�›���‘�ˆ���ˆ�‘�‘�†���‹�•��

�Š�‡�”���„�ƒ�…�•�’�ƒ�…�•�ä�����Š�‡���‰�‘�–���™�ƒ�–�‡�”���ˆ�”�‘�•���ƒ���…�”�‡�‡�•���ƒ�•�†���—�•�‡�†��
�Š�‡�”���’�—�”�‹�Ð�‹�…�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���•�—�’�’�Ž�‹�‡�•���–�‘���•�ƒ�•�‡���‹�–���•�ƒ�ˆ�‡���–�‘���—�•�‡�ä!

���Š�‡���…�ƒ�”�”�‹�‡�†���™�ƒ�–�‡�”���•�Š�‘�‡�•���–�‘���™�‡�ƒ�”���™�Š�‡�•���…�”�‘�•�•�‹�•�‰��
�•�–�”�‡�ƒ�•�•�ä�����‘�•�‡�–�‹�•�‡�•���”�‘�’�‡���™�ƒ�•���•�–�”�—�•�‰���ƒ�…�”�‘�•�•���Š�‹�‰�Š��
�™�ƒ�–�‡�”���–�‘���Š�‡�Ž�’���–�Š�‡���������Š�‹�•�‡�”�•���…�”�‘�•�•�ä�����–���–�Š�‡�����‡�•�•�‡�„�‡�…��
���‹�˜�‡�”�á���Š�‹�•�‡�”�•���ƒ�”�‡���”�‡�“�—�‹�”�‡�†���–�‘���–�ƒ�•�‡���ƒ���…�ƒ�•�‘�‡���”�‹�†�‡���„�‡�…�ƒ�—�•�‡��
�–�Š�‡�”�‡���Š�ƒ�†���„�‡�‡�•���ƒ�…�…�‹�†�‡�•�–�•���’�”�‡�˜�‹�‘�—�•�Ž�›�ä!

���–���•�‹�‰�Š�–�á�����ƒ�–���•�–�ƒ�›�‡�†���‹�•���Š�‡�”���–�‡�•�–���ƒ�„�‘�—�–���x�u�¨���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���–�‹�•�‡�ä��
���Š�‡�”�‡���ƒ�”�‡���t�y�r���•�Š�‡�Ž�–�‡�”�•���ƒ�Ž�‘�•�‰���–�Š�‡���������™�Š�‹�…�Š���”�ƒ�•�‰�‡�†��
�ˆ�”�‘�•���…�”�—�†�‡���–�‘���ˆ�ƒ�•�…�›�ä�����‘�•�‡�–�‹�•�‡�•�á���•�Š�‡���•�–�ƒ�›�‡�†���‹�•���‘�•�‡���‘�ˆ��
�–�Š�‡�•�‡���•�Š�‡�Ž�–�‡�”�•���ƒ�•���‹�–���™�ƒ�•���ˆ�—�•���–�‘���‰�‡�–���–�‘�‰�‡�–�Š�‡�”���–�‘���…�Š�ƒ�–���‘�”��
�„�ƒ�”�–�‡�”���ˆ�‘�”���•�‘�•�‡�–�Š�‹�•�‰���•�Š�‡���•�‡�‡�†�‡�†�ä�����Ž�‘�•�‰���–�Š�‡���–�”�ƒ�‹�Ž�á���–�Š�‡�”�‡��
�ƒ�”�‡���ƒ�Ž�•�‘���Š�‘�•�–�‡�Ž�•���–�Š�ƒ�–���…�ƒ�–�‡�”���–�‘���Š�‹�•�‡�”�•�ä�����…�…�ƒ�•�‹�‘�•�ƒ�Ž�Ž�›�á���•�Š�‡��
�™�‡�•�–���‹�•�–�‘���ƒ���–�‘�™�•���ƒ�•�†���•�–�ƒ�›�‡�†���‹�•���ƒ���•�‘�–�‡�Ž���–�‘���”�‡�Ž�ƒ�š���ƒ�•�†��
�Š�ƒ�˜�‡���ƒ���…�Š�ƒ�•�‰�‡���‘�ˆ���’�ƒ�…�‡�ä�����Š�‡���•�ƒ�‹�†���–�Š�ƒ�–���–�Š�‡���’�”�‹�˜�‹�‡�•���ƒ�Ž�•�‘��
�˜�ƒ�”�‹�‡�†���‰�”�‡�ƒ�–�Ž�›���‹�•���“�—�ƒ�Ž�‹�–�›�ä�����‘�•�–���Š�ƒ�†���•�‘�•�‡���–�›�’�‡���‘�ˆ��
�‡�•�…�Ž�‘�•�—�”�‡�á���„�—�–���•�‘�•�‡���†�‹�†���•�‘�–�ä!

���ƒ�–���ƒ�Ž�•�‘���–�ƒ�Ž�•�‡�†���ƒ�„�‘�—�–���•�‘�•�‡���“�—�‹�”�•�•���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���–�”�ƒ�‹�Ž�ä�����”�ƒ�‹�Ž��
�•�ƒ�‰�‹�…���‹�•���™�Š�‡�•���’�‡�‘�’�Ž�‡���’�—�–���‘�—�–���ƒ���…�‘�‘�Ž�‡�”���™�‹�–�Š���6�‰�‘�‘�†�‹�‡�•�6��
�ƒ�Ž�‘�•�‰���–�Š�‡���–�”�ƒ�‹�Ž�ä�������Š�‹�•�‡�”���”�‡�ƒ�Ž�Ž�›���ƒ�’�’�”�‡�…�‹�ƒ�–�‡�•���Š�‘�•�‡��
�…�‘�‘�•�‡�†���ˆ�‘�‘�†���Ž�‹�•�‡���„�”�‘�™�•�‹�‡�•���‘�”���…�‘�‘�•�‹�‡�•�ä�����‘�•�‡���’�‡�‘�’�Ž�‡��
�ƒ�Ž�•�‘���’�—�–���‘�—�–���Œ�—�‰�•���‘�ˆ���™�ƒ�–�‡�”���ˆ�‘�”���–�Š�‡���Š�‹�•�‡�”�•�ä�����‘�›�����…�‘�—�–�•��
�•�‘�•�‡�–�‹�•�‡�•���†�‘���6�–�”�ƒ�‹�Ž���•�ƒ�‰�‹�…�6���ƒ�•���™�‡�Ž�Ž�ä�����”�ƒ�‹�Ž�����•�‰�‡�Ž�•���‰�‹�˜�‡��
�•�—�’�’�‘�”�–���–�‘���–�Š�‡���Š�‹�•�‡�”�•�ä�����Š�‡�›���•�‹�‰�Š�–���’�”�‘�˜�‹�†�‡���ƒ���”�‹�†�‡�á���ˆ�‘�”��
�‹�•�•�–�ƒ�•�…�‡�ä�����ƒ�–���•�ƒ�‹�†���–�Š�ƒ�–���–�Š�‡�”�‡���™�‡�”�‡���•�‘�•�‡���˜�‡�”�›���‰�‡�•�‡�”�‘�—�•��
�’�‡�‘�’�Ž�‡���ƒ�Ž�‘�•�‰���–�Š�‡���–�”�ƒ�‹�Ž�ä����!

���‡���‡�•�†�‡�†���–�Š�‡���ƒ�•�•�—�ƒ�Ž���•�‡�‡�–�‹�•�‰���™�‹�–�Š���ƒ���†�‡�Ž�‹�…�‹�‘�—�•���’�‘�–��
�Ž�—�…�•���•�‡�ƒ�Ž���ƒ�•�†���ƒ���•�Š�‘�”�–���„�—�•�‹�•�‡�•�•���•�‡�‡�–�‹�•�‰�ä�����–���–�Š�‡��
�„�—�•�‹�•�‡�•�•���•�‡�‡�–�‹�•�‰���‘�—�”���„�‘�ƒ�”�†���™�ƒ�•���˜�‘�–�‡�†���‹�•���ƒ�•���•�Š�‘�™�•���‘�•��
�–�Š�‡���Ž�ƒ�•�–���’�ƒ�‰�‡�����•�‘���…�Š�ƒ�•�‰�‡�•���ä!

���Š�‹�•���›�‡�ƒ�”���•�›���Ð�‹�”�•�–���Š�‹�•�‡���‘�—�–�•�‹�†�‡�����Ž�Ž�‡�‰�ƒ�•�›�����‘�—�•�–�›���–�‘�‘�•��
�’�Ž�ƒ�…�‡���•�‘�”�–�Š���‘�ˆ�����…�‘�–�–�•�˜�‹�Ž�Ž�‡���‘�•���–�Š�‡���
�”�‡�‡�•�™�ƒ�›�ä���������‡�”�‡�á�����”�ä��
���Ž�‹�Œ�ƒ�Š�����”�—�‰�‡�”���ˆ�”�‘�•���–�Š�‡���‡�†�—�…�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�ƒ�Ž���•�–�ƒ�ˆ�ˆ���‘�ˆ�����‡�–�…�Š�™�‘�”�–�Š��
���–�ƒ�–�‡�����ƒ�”�•���Ž�‡�†���—�•���‘�•���ƒ���u�ä�v"�•�‹�Ž�‡���Š�‹�•�‡���ˆ�”�‘�•�����”�‘�‘�•�����‘�ƒ�†��
�–�‘���–�Š�‡�����‘�—�„�Ž�‡�����”�…�Š���…�—�Ž�˜�‡�”�–�•���ƒ�…�”�‘�•�•�����Ž�ƒ�…�•�����”�‡�‡�•���ƒ�•�†��
�„�ƒ�…�•�ä�����Ž�‹�Œ�ƒ�Š���Š�ƒ�•���ƒ���™�‡�ƒ�Ž�–�Š���‘�ˆ���•�•�‘�™�Ž�‡�†�‰�‡���ƒ�„�‘�—�–���„�‹�”�†�•�á��
�–�”�‡�‡�•�á���ƒ�•�†���ƒ�•�‹�•�ƒ�Ž�•�ä�������‡���Š�‡�ƒ�”�†���–�Š�‡���•�‡�Ž�‘�†�‹�…���‘�’�‡�”�ƒ���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡��
�”�‡�†���„�”�‡�ƒ�•�–�‡�†���‰�”�‘�•�„�‡�ƒ�•���ƒ�•���™�‡�Ž�Ž���ƒ�•���•�ƒ�•�›���™�ƒ�”�„�Ž�‡�”�•�á��
�–�Š�”�—�•�Š�‡�•�á���…�‘�™�„�‹�”�†�•�á���ƒ�•�†���…�ƒ�–�„�‹�”�†�•�ä�������‡���˜�‹�‡�™�‡�†���ƒ�•�†��
�†�‹�•�…�—�•�•�‡�†���•�‹�Ž�˜�‡�”���•�ƒ�’�Ž�‡�á���Š�‘�•�‡�›���Ž�‘�…�—�•�–�á���•�™�ƒ�•�’���‘�ƒ�•�á��

�•�–�ƒ�‰�Š�‘�”�•���•�—�•�ƒ�…�á���„�ƒ�•�•�™�‘�‘�†�á���”�‡�†���‘�ƒ�•�á���•�—�‰�ƒ�”���•�ƒ�’�Ž�‡�á��
�›�‡�Ž�Ž�‘�™���„�‹�”�…�Š�á���Š�‘�’���Š�‘�”�•�„�‡�ƒ�•�á���Š�‘�•�‡�›�•�—�…�•�Ž�‡�á���†�‘�‰�™�‘�‘�†�á��
�„�Ž�ƒ�…�•���…�Š�‡�”�”�›�á���…�Š�‘�•�‡���…�Š�‡�”�”�›�á���–�—�Ž�‹�’���–�”�‡�‡�•�á���…�‘�–�–�‘�•���™�‘�‘�†��
�ƒ�•�†���‡�Ž�•�ä�������‡���Ž�‡�ƒ�”�•�‡�†���–�‘���†�‹�ˆ�ˆ�‡�”�‡�•�–�‹�ƒ�–�‡���„�‡�–�™�‡�‡�•���–�Š�‡��
�‡�ƒ�•�–�‡�”�•���–�‡�•�–���…�ƒ�–�‡�”�’�‹�Ž�Ž�ƒ�”���™�Š�‹�…�Š���‹�•���„�Ž�ƒ�…�•���™�‹�–�Š���ƒ���™�Š�‹�–�‡��
�•�–�”�‹�’�‡���†�‘�™�•���‹�–�•���„�ƒ�…�•���ƒ�•�†���–�Š�‡���ˆ�‘�”�‡�•�–���–�‡�•�–���…�ƒ�–�‡�”�’�‹�Ž�Ž�ƒ�”��
�™�Š�‹�…�Š���‹�•���„�Ž�ƒ�…�•���™�‹�–�Š���™�Š�‹�–�‡���†�‘�–�•���†�‘�™�•���‹�–�•���„�ƒ�…�•�ä�����	�‹�•�ƒ�Ž�Ž�›�á��
�™�‡���˜�‹�‡�™�‡�†���–�Š�‡�����‘�—�„�Ž�‡�����”�…�Š�����—�Ž�˜�‡�”�–�•�á���™�Š�‹�…�Š���ƒ�”�‡���‘�•�‡���‘�ˆ��
�–�Š�‡���•�‘�•�–���•�’�‡�…�–�ƒ�…�—�Ž�ƒ�”���•�ƒ�•"�•�ƒ�†�‡���ƒ�”�–�‹�ˆ�ƒ�…�–�•���ƒ�Ž�‘�•�‰���–�Š�‡��
�ˆ�‘�”�•�‡�”���
�‡�•�‡�•�‡�‡�����ƒ�Ž�Ž�‡�›�����ƒ�•�ƒ�Ž�ä����!

�$�Q�G���W�R���N�H�H�S���V�S�U�L�Q�J���D�O�L�Y�H���L�Q���\�R�X�U���Y�L�V�L�R�Q�«��!
�%�\���0�D�U�N���*�H�W�]�L�Q!

���H�[�F�H�U�S�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���D���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���3�D�W�U�L�R�W���D�Q�G���)�U�H�H���3�U�H�V�V�����V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���$�O�O�H�J�D�Q�\��
�&�R�X�Q�W�\���V�L�Q�F�H���������������0�D�U�N���L�V���D���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�W�L�H�U���+�L�N�L�Q�J���*�U�R�X�S����!
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It is easy to think of the Genesee Valley Greenway as a 
rather recent phenomenon, though not too recent, as 2017 
marked its 25th anniversary. The first two miles of trail were 
opened in July 1992 in the Village of Mt. Morris. But the 
Greenway story actually began long before that when the 
corridor was first used as a transportation route. From 
1840 to 1878, the corridor served as the Genesee Valley 
Canal and then from 1882 to 1964 as the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, Rochester Branch.  

120 years ago a bike path  
Unbelievable today but beginning in 1896, cyclists pedaled 
parallel to Pennsylvania trains between Genesee Valley 
Park and the Village of Scottsville on the Scottsville to 
Rochester Sidepath. Built as a cinder path on the other 
(berm) side of the canal prism, the sidepath was created 
because the condition of the city’s streets and roads made 
riding impossible and the City of Rochester had banned 
bicyclists from the sidewalks. With the coming of the 
automobile, the sidepath was abandoned by 1907, but to 
this day there is evidence of its existence. 

Railroad abandonments set the stage for future trail 
use 
After World War II, the proliferation of cars and trucks 
caused railroad revenues to decline. In 1962, the 
Pennsylvania Railroad petitioned the Interstate Commerce 
Commission for permission to abandon its unprofitable 
lines, including the sections of the Rochester Branch in 
Livingston, Wyoming, Allegany and Cattaraugus counties.  

The Monroe County portion of the rail line between 
Wadsworth Junction at the Livingston/Monroe County 
border and the City of Rochester was retained. This 
allowed Pennsylvania trains to travel from Buffalo east over 
the Lehigh Valley Black Diamond tracks to Wadsworth 
Junction where a spur connected them to the Pennsylvania 
tracks to journey north to Rochester. After the 
Pennsylvania and New York Central railroads merged in 
1968, the Monroe County section of the Rochester Branch 
was also abandoned and the tracks and ties removed.  

Trail proposed more than 40 years ago 
At about the same time, the NYS Canal Recreation 
Development Program was established when the NYS 
Office of Parks and Recreation and NYS Department of 
Transportation formally agreed to develop the 524-mile 
canal system for recreational purposes in 1972. As part of 
this Program, and now more than 45 year ago, The Old 
Genesee Valley Canal Trail was proposed as a state 
recreation trail. Nothing further happened, but at least the 

corridor was recognized as having recreational potential. In 
addition, in the 1980s, the section of Genesee Valley Canal 
and Penn Central railroad corridor within Monroe County 
was identified by the County as the Penn Central Trail and 
deemed one of the top four priority trails in its 
Recreationway System. 

State Parks undertakes acquisitions 
Between 1967 and 1978, State Parks acquired sections of 
canal and railroad corridor in Portage and Leicester 
surrounding Letchworth State Park. But the possibility of 
trail did not begin to materialize until 1984 when State 
Parks paid $155,000 for the 10 miles of rail bed and former 
canal between Wadsworth Junction and where the Monroe 
County Public Safety Training Academy is today on 
Scottsville Road.  

Not included in the purchase were the Penn Central tracks 
between Genesee Junction and Little Black Creek. To this 
day the tracks are used by CSX freight trains accessing 84 
Lumber on Scottsville Road, south of Little Black Creek. 
This still active rail line is why the newly opened trail along 
Scottsville Road was needed between Little Black Creek 
and Genesee Junction.  

In 1986, just about the time that the concept of rails to 
trails was taking shape nationally, Monroe County entered 
into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with State 

(Continued ...) 

The Friends of the Greenway are creating a new 
website, with assistance from a Parks & Trails New 
York - NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation Partnership Grant. A central feature will be 
gorgeous images of the trail in all seasons and at 
multiple locations along the Greenway’s 90-mile length. 

If you have beautiful, high resolution images showing 
people bicycling, walking, cross country skiing, 
horseback riding, and snowshoeing and enjoying the 
historic small towns along the trail, the Friends may be 
interested in including them on the website. There is no 
guarantee the photos will be used, but if they are you 
will receive a photo credit. Email photos to 
fogvg@frontiernet.net. 

Calling All Photographers  
 �² a chance to add to the new FOGVG website 

Greenway Beginnings �² Earlier than you think  
Text and Pictures by Fran Gotcsik 

mailto:fogvg@frontiernet.net
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Parks to cooperatively develop, operate, and 
maintain the 10 miles of corridor for recreational 
purposes. However, due to budget constraints, no 
trail development took place.  

At the same time, officials from the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) and representatives of the Finger Lakes Trail 
Conference discussed the possibility of the State 
acquiring the remaining 80 miles of Rochester Gas 
& Electric (RG&E)-owned portions of the corridor 
using funds from the Environmental Quality Bond 
Act, approved by New York voters in 1986. 
Negotiations began with RG&E, but did not 
progress far enough so that the corridor could be 
purchased with funds from the 1986 Bond Act.  

The pieces all fall into place 
There may have been no 90-mile trail yet, but these 
multiple efforts provided the recognition, visibility and 10 
miles of state ownership that eventually attracted Parks & 
Trails New York and RG&E in 1991 to launch a broad 
based local government, state agency, and community 
effort aimed at finally initiating trail development. In 1992, 
the first two miles of Greenway trail were opened in Mt. 

Morris under a licensing agreement between RG&E and 
the Village. 

Three years later, the Greenway as we know it was officially 
launched. NYSDEC, State Parks, and the Friends of the 
Genesee Valley Greenway partnered to obtain $2.5 million 
in federal Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency 
Act funds that would provide the resources to acquire the 
remaining 80 miles of corridor from RG&E and begin trail 
development between Genesee Valley and Letchworth 
Parks.  

You just never know who or what you’ll see on the 
Greenway.  On Saturday December 9th on a walk 
in Nunda, I could see two blaze-orange clad people 
ahead.  I was being generally blinded by the 3 PM 
sun right in my eyes, so couldn’t tell what they were 
doing, but I hoped that my little blaze orange hat 
would keep me safe. 

It turned out that it was a couple, he an apprentice 
falconer, with their juvenile redtail hawk who was 
learning to return to them upon signal.  He was 
having his own “walk” as they tried to scare up 
squirrels from the trees to give him some exercise.  
On my way back later, he was on one gloved hand, 
with his hood on, and I got to see him close up.  
The hawk will be returned to the wild next year.  Of 
course I didn’t have a camera with me, not even a 
measly phone, so there are no pictures for this tale.   

But you just never know whom you’ll see enjoying 
the Greenway, do you?  At the end of my walk, a 
hunter with a rifle was just entering the trail. 

���”�‡�•�‡�����œ�ƒ�„�‘!

A new user group for the 
Greenway? 

Aftermath of the ’91  ice storm 

Above: The ribbon cutting in Mt. Morris village, the first section 
opened, in 1992.  Joe Regal is wielding the scissors. 
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Membership News 
DID YOU REMEMBER TO RENEW? 

The time to renew or become a new member is now. The FOGVG membership year is from September 1 
through August 31. Current members are listed below. If you are not presently a member, renew or 

become a new member for 2017-18.  

To join or renew, go to our website at www.fogvg.org where you can download a form or complete your 
membership and payment online. 

NOTE: In the future we can afford to print and send paper copies only to current members who request that 
we mail their newsletters. Join the Friends to ensure that you continue to receive the newsletter electronically or by the 
USPS.  

A BIG THANK YOU to all our members for their generous support. 

Crystal Abers 
Ron & Mary Abraham 
Joan Armbruster 
Andrea Barber 
Louise Bickel 
Terry Bohling # 
George & Nancy Brinkwart 
Thomas Burkman  
*Michael S. Buskus 
Tom & Barb Byrnes 
Ronald De Groff 
*Tony D'Imperio & Louise Michaud 
Cody & Katie Donahue # 
Dwight Folts 
Mark Getzin 
Coleridge Gill 
Jeff Goodyear 
*George & Frances Gotcsik 
Peter Gradoni 
Carole Grooms 
Mary Gulesano 
Will Haines # 
Myra Herlihy 
Hinsdale Historical Society 

Edward “Ned” Holmes 
Alan Hopenwasser 
Peter & Sally Humphrey  
*Allen Kerkeslager 
David L. Kipp 
James & Susan Knauer 
*Lakeland Rovers Hiking Club 
Paul & Roberta Mac Lean 
James & Jeanette Maxim 
Michele Mc Call & Amy Stanley 
James Mc Master 
Davies Nagel 
Joe & Marilee Patterer 
Ric & Sandy Perry  
Pete and Sue Piraino Family 
David & Ruth Reid 
Jennifer Ries-Taggart 
Thomas Rodwell 
Gary & Cheryl Rouleau 
Ronald & Linda Sallade 
*Fred & Gerry Sauter 
*Joan Schumaker 
Larry & Joy Seaman 
David A. Shaw 

Stephanie Spittal 
Springwater Trails, Inc. #  
Greta Stephany 
Robert L Stear &  
Gary R. Maneebey 
David & Grace Strong 
Irene Szabo 
Jo Taylor 
Alice Thompson 
*Pat Tindale 
Mary E. Tyndall  
Mary Innes Wagner 
*Norman Wetterau 
Robert Wheeler 
*Chan & Karen Whitford 
Robert A. Wood 
Charles Woolever 
Peter Wybron 
Robert Younger 
 
* Membership/Donations of $100 or more in 2017-
18. Thank you! 
 
�����1�(�:���0�H�P�E�H�U�V���L�Q����������!�������X���t���o���}�u���J!

2017-18 FOGVG Members 
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Apparently Marilee Patterer visits 
her trail section north of Cuba 
frequently and in all seasons, 
because she shared several pictures 
of local Amish harvesting ice from 
frozen canal water. Often one sees a 
Styrofoam block shed in the yard, 
which is their refrigeration shed, and 
now in winter, the ice is free. 
Above, a young man has a team 
pulling a sled filled with ice blocks. 
We won't use a picture taken of the 
Amish unless the face is obscured, 
by their request.  



P.O. Box 42 
Mt. Morris, NY 14510 

585-658-2569 
fogvg@frontiernet.net  

Board of Directors 
  

Joan Schumaker    
President 

 
Davies Nagel 

Vice-President 
Joe Patterer 

Vice-President 
 

Coleridge Gill 
Secretary 

Fran Gotcsik  
Treasurer 

   
Crystal Abers 
Jeff Goodyear 
Ned Holmes 

Paul MacLean 
Marilee Patterer 

James Maxim 
Steph Spittal 
Irene Szabo 

 
Irene Szabo 

Newsletter Editor 
  

Jo Taylor 
Layout 

 
Send your photos and 

stories to Irene at 
treeweenie@aol.com 

�9�L�V�L�W���R�X�U���Z�H�E���V�L�W�H��!
�:�:�:���)�2�*�9�*���2�5�*!

www.facebook.com/
FOGVG/ 

www.facebook.com/
Genesee-Valley-
Greenway-State-Park 

�%�H���´�J�U�H�H�Q�µ���D�Q�G���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���W�K�H���*�U�H�H�Q�Z�D�\���1�H�Z�V���H�D�U�O�L�H�U�� 
Send you name and email address to fogvg@frontiernet.net 

�/�R�Q�J���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���*�U�H�H�Q�Z�D�\���«�� 
      there was a railroad 

�1�R�U�I�R�O�N���6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�
�V���Q�H�Z���V�L�Q�J�O�H���D�U�F�K���E�U�L�G�J�H���R�Y�H�U���/�H�W�F�K�Z�R�U�W�K���J�R�U�J�H���F�D�U�U�L�H�V���L�W�V���I�L�U�V�W���W�U�D�L�Q��!

�������'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U����������!
All I had heard was that the first train over the new bridge should go between noon and two, so naturally I stood there 
from noon to 2:30 when a three-engine train finally crept slowly onto the arch and... stopped! It was 25 degrees and 
luckily not windy, but such a gloomy day that distance shots looked like this was black and white film, with no colors 
visible until I zoomed in on a guy walking the old bridge in lime-green safety garb. 

Worst of all, the old bridge eclipsed the top half of the train from our lowly vantage point below on a park trail. Fortu-
nately John Kucko of WROC Channel 8 News in Rochester had a drone in the air so took this vastly better picture. In 
his picture, we are looking down on the new bridge from the south, so the old bridge, scheduled to come down next 
year, is beyond. The Greenway goes under the bridges on the right side in this view, so we can hope it will reopen soon. 

The last train over the old bridge crossed this morning at 6:30 after which the tracks to tie old into new were finished. 

���¡�Ž�š�Ž�����¯�Š�‹�œ!

http://WWW.FOGVG.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/FOGVG/
https://www.facebook.com/FOGVG/
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park

