
 

 

I Love My Park Day (ILMPD) is the 
perfect way to return to the Greenway 
after the winter, get some exercise, meet 
other Greenway friends, and give back to 
the trail in the process.  

From 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 5, YOU and your family 
and friends (13 years or older) are 
invited to meet at Little Black Creek 
Park, 1503 Scottsville Rd. (Rt. 383), 
Chili, just north of 84 Lumber, to assist 
with cleaning and enhancing this section 
of the Greenway. This area includes an 
historic canal culvert and water weir. 
(The rain date in May 19.) 

We will trim brush and rake the area, remove tires and 
other trash, control invasive species along trail by 
spreading carpeting and perhaps plant trees. Building a 
kiosk will depend upon funding being available and 
volunteers with carpentry skills. Bring water, gloves and 
hand tools (loppers, hand clippers, rakes, shovels, pruning 
saws, and perhaps carpentry tools). If possible, 

wheelbarrows would also be useful. 
Snacks will be provided. 

There is limited parking along the main 
road as you enter Little Black Creek Park 
so car-pooling is recommended. If 
necessary, transportation will be 
provided from a nearby Greenway 
parking area and volunteers will receive 
details on this option. 

To register your attendance, use the 
special I Love My Park site at 
www.ptny.org/ilovemypark/, email 
fogvg@frontiernet.net, or leave a 
message at 585-659-2569.  

I Love My Park Day was initiated in 2012 by State Parks 
(OPRHP) and Parks & Trails New York (PTNY) to 
organize volunteers to improve and enhance New York’s 
state parks and historic sites and bring visibility to the 
entire state park system. Since ILMPD began, the Friends 
of the Genesee Valley Greenway have participated each 
year and worked at eleven Greenway sites. 

May 5 
10:00 a.m. 

Little Black Creek Park 

Getting to Scottsville Road Parking Lot 
The Parking Lot is located on the west side of Scottsville Road in the town of Chili, directly north of 84 Lumber and south of 
the intersection with Paul Road.  

Greenway Season Begins  
Seventh Annual I Love My Park Day Celebration  

Spring 2018 

Last year was a wet one but a lot of 
trash pickup was done, helping turn 
Little Black Creek Park into something 
attractive. 

Photo by Joan Schumaker 
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  President’s Message 

Spring is coming, but I expect winter enthusiasts will 
still have some snow to help them enjoy the Greenway. 
However, we don’t need the below zero temperatures 
experienced in January that caused us to cancel our 
First Day Hikes twice. 

With spring come special opportunities to help clean 
up the Greenway by participating in I Love My Park 
Day on May 5 or United Way of Rochester – Day of 
Caring on May 10.  See page 1 for details on ILMD and 
the Greenway Events schedule for information on May 
10. If you are interested in volunteering for work 
projects on the Greenway, but these dates do not fit 
your schedule, please send your contact information to 
fogvg@frontiernet.net , and also include your job 
preferences and any relevant background (i.e. 
construction, carpentry, …). Note: gates need painting; 
benches need refurbishing; and kiosks, picnic tables 
and benches need to be built. We have something for 
everyone. 

Spring also brings more activities on the Greenway. 
The Interpretive History Hike Series begins again in 
April, the Southern Tier Hikers start their Monday 
hikes in late May and bike rides are being planned. 
Check the Events Schedule in this newsletter and 
watch our website, Facebook Page and GVGSP 
Enthusiasts Meet Up Group for more Greenway 
activities and join in. There are 248 Enthusiasts in our 
Meet Up Group. If you are not one of them, please 
join at https://www.meetup.com/GVGSP-
Enthusiasts/ and encourage other Enthusiasts to 
participate in Greenway activities. 

On March 10th I presented the The Transition of a 
Canal to New York’s Longest Linear Park as part of 
the Winter Lecture Series at the Mt. Morris Dam 
Visitor Center. For this program I prepared a handout 
with a chronology for the Genesee Valley Canal and 
the transition to the Greenway Valley Greenway State 
Park from the railroad era. I will be posting this 
chronology and a more complete history that includes 
the railroad era to our website. Canal and railroad 
history enthusiasts may want to take a look at this 
material on line. 

The FOGVG is currently creating a new website and 
we need Greenway photographs. Please see the special 
note to photographers in this newsletter. 

Make time to enjoy the Greenway this spring and bring 
friends.  

The Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway, Inc. (the Friends, or simply "FOGVG") is a 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit membership organization, incorporated in 1993. 

The mission of the Friends is to assist in the development, protection, promotion, and 
maintenance of New York’s Genesee Valley Greenway State Park in accordance with 
guidelines established in the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation (OPRHP) Genesee Valley Greenway Management Plan and to support and 
promote other non-motorized recreational opportunities for the general public along the 
Genesee Valley Greenway. 
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You may recall that the Genesee Valley Greenway 
State Park scheduled three First Day Hikes on the 
Greenway in Chili, Mt. Morris, and Belfast. If you 
planned on participating in one of these hikes, and 
even if you didn’t plan to take part, you probably 
recall that there was lots of snow with wind-chill 
temperatures of zero or below on January 1st. We 
decided to postpone all three hikes to Saturday, 
January 13th, but again had to cancel since hikers 
would once more be faced with temperatures 
hovering around zero. At that point we gave up on the 
concept of the three hikes with advance registration. 

The hike in Mt. Morris finally took place as a guided 
history hike on February 3rd with Joan Schumaker as 
leader. The temperature was in the twenties, the sun 
was shining, and about 18 hikers participated. Starting 
at the Greenway Parking Area off Rt. 408, the group 
hiked to the new Greenway Bridge over the Genesee 
River before heading back. This hike was just a little 
over two miles, but we had a fast group who wanted 
to keep moving and then get back to their cars to get 
warm. During the hike Joan shared a number of 
historic photographs that included early maps, the 
Genesee Valley Canal, the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Depot and Freight Station, early businesses along the 
route, and early bridges that spanned the Genesee 
River. Here are a few of the historic photographs. 

First Day Greenway Hikes – What happened? 
Joan Schumaker 

This old mill (ca 1900) was supposed to have once been 
managed by John Dickey and located on the north side of 
State St. on the east side of the Genesee Valley Canal. 
However, the description of the Mill’s location was confusing 
as we viewed this image at the intersection of State Street and 
the Greenway, since that short downhill and road stretching 
into the distance across the flats sure looks like NY 408 to the 
east. So the mill must have been on the south side of State St. 
Photo provided by Livingston County Historian 

Winters & Prophet - In 1878, the Winters and Prophet Canning Works, located in the vicinity of May Center 
BOCES School in Mount Morris, had a yearly output of two million canned vegetables. 
Postcard image from Madden Collection, Canal Society of NYS 

The Genesee River road bridge in Mt. Morris, built in 1897, re-
placed the 1830s covered bridge located to the west. Piers for 
the 1882 Penn RR bridge in foreground now support the 2012 
Greenway Bridge. This 1900 photo shows building of the power 
dam, completed in 1902. 
Photo from Madden Collection, Canal Society of NYS 
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Wayfinding can be defined as spatial problem 
solving. It is knowing where you are in a building or 

an environment, knowing where your desired 
location is, and knowing how to get there from your 

present location.  
In other words, it is the vital information that one 
should be aware of especially when exploring the great 
outdoors. Typically, when an excursion is being 
planned, there is a certain amount of time spent 
researching the area to ensure all bases are covered. 
Let’s face it; there is only so much you can pack, and 
we all know how unplanned events can be stressful. 
Knowing where you can go to purchase supplies, 
sleep, access an ATM, and obtain medication can be 
the difference between a wonderful vacation and one 
that gives you hives just thinking about it years later. 

The Greenway is unique and entices its patrons in 
myriad ways. Some come for the canal history, others 
the railroad. Some use it for recreation, while others 
solely for training. Regardless of the reason, the fact 
that it acts as a natural corridor, linking one town to 
another, has given the GVG the potential to assist 
economically every town it goes through. With a 
good wayfinding program in place, patrons can safely 
leave the Greenway to load up on supplies, find a 
restaurant, or overnight accommodations. Once they 
are done milling around the town, wayfinding 
signage will assist in getting them back to the trail 
and continuing on their journey.  

The designers and planners of the Greenway 
included the use of wayfinding into the Management 
Plan. In 2011, both Fillmore and Mt. Morris were 
successful in receiving funds through the 
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) grant not only to 
pay for wayfinding signage, but numerous other 
improvements as well. With the assistance of 
extensions over the years, the two towns 
accomplished the installation of two major culverts, 
fixed a bridge, improved and created trail surface in 
many locations, built an indispensable parking lot with 
bicycle racks and hitching posts, added benches, built 
a kiosk, and assisted in combating multiple erosion 
issues.  

The design of the wayfinding signage was based off 
the Niagara Falls State Park Wayfinding Signage Plan 
which was released in February 2016, as a guidance 
document for all parks to follow. Consequently, the 
sign shop in Niagara Falls State Park agreed to help us 
out with crafting the signage after learning the sign 
shop at Letchworth was out of commission for a 
while. Niagara’s assistance enabled us not only to 
finish on time, but stretched out the funds further to 
allow the creation and installation of a much-needed 
GVGSP sign on the Mt. Morris Bridge that spans the 
Genesee River. The 4'x5' sign not only identifies the 
trail, but starts the conversation..”What is the Genesee 
Valley Greenway?”  

Thank you, Niagara Sign Shop!!  

Within the Village of Mt. Morris, we are using a 
combination of different types of wayfinding. When 
the trail comes to a cross road, you will see what is 
referred to as “Finger Pointing” signage. Although it 
resembles your typical street name signs, the arrow at 
the end of the sign indicates which direction the 
amenity listed on the sign is located. These were 

(Continued on page 5) 

Wayfinding… meet the Genesee Valley Greenway 

Text and photos by Kristine Uribe, Greenway Park Manager 

Kiosk at the corner of Connor Ave. and State Rt. 36 in 
Mt. Morris. Signage will grace this board in spring, and a 
small parking area has been created here for the south 
end of the village.  



 

Page 5 

designed to get the patron off the trail and 
in the general direction of what they are 
looking for. In addition, the village now has 
three kiosks which will display a more 
detailed map of specific businesses, historic 
sites, and anything else the village wishes to 
highlight in the area. The locations of the 
kiosks are the RG&E parking lot by the 
bridge on the north end of the village, in 
the parking lot on State Route 408 (East 
State Street), and the newest one on the 
corner of Connor Ave and State Route 36. 

Moving forward, the plan is to extend our 
wayfinding signage further and further 
along the trail as more grant funding 
opportunities become available. Our 
Friends group is in the process of creating a 
grant writing sub-committee. Anyone 
interested in assisting this process is 
encouraged to contact the Friends of the 
Genesee Valley Greenway at 
fogvg@frontiernet.net. 

(Wayfinding continued from page 4) 

Above: Signage at Sickles Ave., Mt. Morris, where the Letchworth Branch 
of the Finger Lakes Trail ends. 
 
Below: Within the Hamlet of Fillmore in the Town of Hume, you will also 
see similar Finger Pointing signage, most visible where the Greenway 
crosses Route 19 south of the 19/19A intersection. This is looking north 
from 19.  

Attention All Photographers 
A new FOGVG website is currently being designed and we 
need quality Greenway photos from all four seasons. We 
especially need images with people using the Greenway, but 
can also use beauty shots of the trail and surrounding area, 
photos of wildlife on the Greenway, and other activities 
such as work sessions and major trail repairs. We are 
making an effort to collect existing photos that have 
potential for use on the website. If you have Greenway 
photos that you are willing to have us consider, please send 
me a note at fogvg@frontiernet.net and I will provide 
access to a Dropbox to upload your images. We also would 
like photographers to contribute new images taken 
throughout the coming year.  
We realize that good lighting is a must and, if trail users are 
to be included, models and set-ups will most likely be 
needed to get interesting images with a WOW factor. If you 
are a photographer who is willing to work with us on this 
project, I need to hear from you. Please use the fogvg email 
above.  
Thanks so much for any assistance you can provide for this 
project. 

Joan Schumaker, FOGVG President 

mailto:fogvg@frontiernet.net
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Saturday, March 24, Egg Hunt in Hinsdale (see back 
cover) 

Saturday, March 31, Egg Hunt in Scottsville (see back 
cover)  

Saturday, April 14, 10 AM, Historic Interpretive Hike 
Series – Wegmans Hike #8:  
Mt. Morris to the Genesee River. Park and meet in the 
Greenway parking lot located on the south side of Route 
408 just east of the Rt. 36 / Rt. 408 intersection. Easy, gently 
rolling trail with a mixed surface. 2.2 miles round trip. See 
description at beginning of this Events List. Sponsored by 
NYS Parks (42.726340, -77.872477) Questions: 
fogvg@frontier.com or (585) 493-3600 

Saturday, May 5, 10 AM – 1 PM, I Love My Park Day 
– See details on page 1 

Thursday, May 10, 10 AM -1PM – United Way of 
Greater Rochester – Day of Caring – Cleaning 
Oakland Canal Locks: We hope to have a team of 
volunteers to trim brush from around the locks and clear 
growth from lock walls. Parks staff will help remove the 
resulting debris. Bring hand tools (pruners, loppers, grass 
whips, small handsaws), work gloves, and water. Snacks and 
lunch will be provided. This event requires from 10 to 25 
volunteers. Registration is through the UWGR website at 
http://www.uwrochester.org 

Mondays, 5 PM Southern Tier Hiking begins in late 
May (not on May 28). Some hikes will be on the 
Greenway, but other hikes will be in other locations around 
the southern tier. Consult the Friends of the Genesee 
Valley Greenway Facebook page and www.fogvg.org for 
details. 

Saturday, May 12, 10 AM Historic Interpretive Hike 
Series – Wegmans Hike #9:  
Pentagass Road to the Village of Nunda This hike is 
located in Livingston County in the town of Nunda. Take 
Route 408 south from Mt. Morris and turn east on 

Pentagass Road. There are two trailheads along the south 
side of this road. Park and meet at the spur trail location 
further east, approximately 0.55 mile from Route 408. See 
description at beginning of this Events List. (3 miles round 
trip) (42.603290, -77.925136) Questions: 
fogvg@frontier.com or (585) 493-3600 

Sunday, May 20, 1 PM, Bike the Greenway from 
Brookdale Preserve to Wadsworth Junction Meet at 
the Greenway Parking Area north of Brook Road, adjacent 
to Brookdale Preserve and about 1000 ft. west of Rt. 383. 
(N43 04.577 W77 42.550). Ride south to Lehigh Trail 
intersection and back (15 miles roundtrip). Folks wanting to 
ride less can turn around anytime. Pit stop options can be 
found in Scottsville. Mountain, hybrid, or fat bikes 
recommended, helmets required. Bring water. Ride Leader: 
Will Haines Questions: fogvg@frontiernet.net or (585) 658-
2569 

Wednesday, May 30, 10 AM, Bike Along Erie Canal 
to Downtown Rochester Meet at the Edgewood Ave. 
Lock parking lot to bike to downtown Rochester and back, 
13 - 15 miles round trip with flat terrain. Bike helmet 
required. Bring water bottle, snack and dress appropriately 
for the weather. If the weather is inclement [rain or 
thunderstorms] the bike ride will be cancelled. Questions: 
Contact Ride Leader Coleridge Gill at (585) 442-8634  

Saturday, June 2, National Trails Day Event: ribbon 
cutting closing a Greenway gap along new route on the 
property of the Abbey of the Genesee. Meet 11:00 for 
refreshments and celebration of the new route at a location 
which will be on the fogvg website. 

Saturday, June 9, Historic Interpretive Hike Series – 
Wegmans Hike #10: Oakland Road to Short Tract 
Road This hike is in Livingston County and starts in the 
Hamlet of Oakland. Park and meet at the parking area on 
the west side of Oakland Rd. just north of Route 436. 
Wooded walk offers views of Locks #54 – #59 and is also 
the beginning of the “Deep Cut.” 2 miles round trip 

 The Genesee Valley Greenway State Park (GVGSP) is again offering the two-year Historic Interpre-
tive Hike Series. Each hike will incorporate the history of the town in which it is located. The guide will also point out 
historic canal and railroad features and interesting natural features along the way. Hikes will be held on the second Saturday 
of each month, April through October, will begin at 10 am and will last approximately 2 hours, depending on the length of 
the hike. In general, the GVG is an easy flat trail with a mixed surface of grass, cinders or stone dust. Sections near Roches-
ter and Cuba are paved.  
 The individual hikes are listed below and are part of the 14 hikes in the Wegmans Passport to Wellness Program. 
Completion of hikes in this series makes the trail user eligible for Wegmans grocery coupons and/or a NYS Parks Empire 
Passport. See details at http://www.fogvg.org/trail_user/passport_program.php  

Watch for additions to this schedule on www.fogvg.org , and on our Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/FOGVG/  

2018 Greenway Events 

mailto:fogvg@frontier.com
http://www.uwrochester.org/
http://www.fogvg.org
mailto:fogvg@frontier.com
mailto:fogvg@frontiernet.net
http://www.fogvg.org/trail_user/passport_program.php
http://www.fogvg.org
https://www.facebook.com/FOGVG/
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Membership News 
TIME TO RENEW 

The FOGVG membership year is from September 1 
through August 31. 

If you are not presently a member please join us.  

For those receiving this newsletter electronically, 
download and return the membership form attached to 

the email or use the form on our web site at 
www.fogvg.org. 

A BIG THANK YOU to all our members for their 
generous support. 

 Stuart & Yu Chin Allen 
* Richard Ash – C. P. Ward Inc. 
* Sybil Baldwin 
 Hal Bauer 
 Neil & Peggy Bellenger 
 Kay K. Bennett 
 Richard M. Bigg 
 Sarah Booher 
# Deb & Joe Borer 
 Harold & Ann Castle 
 John & Carolyn DeHority 
 Jim DeVinney 
 Ruth Dorrough 
 Chris & Michelle Dudley  
# Joyce Ermer 
 David Ferguson 
 Paul & Gay Frame 
* Seth Hopkins 
# Jon Kapecki 
 Walt & Patty Lyons 
 Patricia Martin 
 James McCarthy 
 Andrew McDavid 
# Than Mehlenbacher 
 Robert & Nancy Pierson 
 Jean Richmond 
 Anne Roth-Blizzard 
 Jeanne & Rob Walk 
 Tania Werbizky & Brad Edmondson 
 Robert Wheeler 
 Greg Wysocki 
 
* Membership/Donation of $100 or more – Thank you!  
# New Member in 2017-18 – Welcome!  

Additional New Memberships and Renewals 

 Frances Gotcsik  
* Edward “Ned” Holmes  
 Kelly Krish  
 Kristen Paganin  
 Joan Schumaker 
 Deborah L. Woltag  

Donations since 
last Newsletter 

(42.578161, -77.971220. Sponsored by NYS Parks Questions: 
fogvg@frontier.com or (585) 493-3600  

Saturday, June 23, Bike the Greenway from Avon Area 
North. Save the date and watch for starting place, time, and 
route. Total distance will be at least 16 miles. Mountain or 
hybrid bikes recommended, helmets required. Bring water! 
Leader: Shelly Jackson. Questions: fogvg@frontier.com or 
(585) 493-3600 

Saturday, July 14, 10 AM - Historic Interpretive Hike 
Series – Wegmans Hike #11 River Rd to Route 19A 
This hike is in Wyoming County, just south of the Village of 
Portageville. Park and meet at the trailhead on the east side 
of Route 19A at the intersection of River Rd, about 0.33 mile 
south of Bailey Rd (aka Whiskey Bridge). Travels under a 
forest canopy, alongside farms and ends near a picturesque 
bend in the Genesee River. 2.4 miles round trip (42.554845,  
-78.053066) 

Saturday, July 28, 9:00 AM – Greenway Bicycle Ride 
Meet south of Scottsville at the Canawaugus Park parking 
area for a ride on the Greenway and the new Erie-Attica 
Trail into the Village of Avon. After a late breakfast at the 
Village Restaurant on the circle, we will return on the same 
route to Canawaugus Park for a total of 16 miles. Mountain 
or hybrid bikes recommended, helmets required. Bring 
water. Leader: Ron Abraham. Questions: 585-658-2569 or 
fogvg@frontiernet.net  

FOGVG combined meeting for Board and state 
agency partners: 28 April, 23 June, 25 August, 27 
October, 8 December, typically at the Letchworth 
Visitor Center. 

Newsletter deadlines: 6/1, 9/1, 12/1, 3/1 

FOGVG Annual meeting: 4 November 

2018 Greenway Events, contd. 

Help! 
Our organization needs more of you to help, even 
a little bit, with a few vital committees. Active 
now are Finance, Nominating, Development and 
Membership, Publicity and Events committees, 
with real needs for new members in the last three 
listed, Nominating, Dev/Membership, and Pub/
Events. Much can be done by email and phone, but 
we need your input. To volunteer or just to ask 
questions, reach out first to Joan Schumaker at 
fogvg@frontiernet.net.  

http://www.fogvg.org
mailto:fogvg@frontier.com
mailto:fogvg@frontiernet.net
mailto:fogvg@frontiernet.net?subject=Greenway%20Committees


P.O. Box 42 
Mt. Morris, NY 14510 

585-658-2569 
fogvg@frontiernet.net  

Board of Directors 
  

Joan Schumaker  Presi-
dent 

 
Davies Nagel 

Vice-President 
Joe Patterer 

Vice-President 
 

Coleridge Gill 
Secretary 

Fran Gotcsik  
Treasurer 

  
Crystal Abers 
Jeff Goodyear 
Ned Holmes 

Paul MacLean 
Marilee Patterer 

James Maxim 
Steph Spittal 
Irene Szabo 

 
Irene Szabo 

Newsletter Editor 
  

Jo Taylor 
Layout 

 
Send your photos and 

stories to Irene at 
treeweenie@aol.com 

Visit our web site! 
WWW.FOGVG.ORG 

www.facebook.com/
FOGVG/ 

www.facebook.com/
Genesee-Valley-
Greenway-State-Park 

Be “green” and receive the Greenway News earlier. 
Send you name and email address to fogvg@frontiernet.net 

Greenway Egg Hunts 
Hinsdale 
24 March, Saturday, 1 p.m. 
 
Hinsdale American Legion chil-
dren’s egg hunt, south of town on 
NY 16 at the Legion and Lock 
102 of the Greenway. One of 
those eggs will contain an Em-
pire Passport for free entry to 
N.Y. State Parks! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Scottsville 
31 March, Saturday, 11 a.m. 

 
Greenway Egg Hunt, as part of 

Town of Wheatland Recreation 
and American Legion Smith-

Warren Post Children’s Easter 
Party. Meet at the Veterans 

Park behind the Legion, 61 
Main St., Scottsville. Some eggs 

will contain prizes for the chil-
dren who find them. Adults are 
encouraged to guess the num-
ber of jelly beans in our jar to 

win a 2018 Empire Passport for free en-
trance to any N.Y. State Park or Historic 
Site. Activities planned for after the Egg 

Hunt include “The Magic Guy” Show, Plush 
Animal Raffle, and free refreshments for 

lunch.  

http://WWW.FOGVG.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/FOGVG/
https://www.facebook.com/FOGVG/
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park

