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Big Re-route Opened
Text and photos by Kristine Uribe, Greenway Park Manager
A huge washout a short way south of York Landing has been a problem for a long time, probably even when the canal and
railroad tried to stabilize the route there. Somewhere around 1975, long before this was a trail, I actually drove the family
station wagon down the railbed until I came to an impossible gash, so had to back out again. Hoof prints showed us that
insane cowboys were actually jumping the gash, while more recent washouts have been much wider. Editor

This past winter and spring weather brought us many
challenges. Due to deep snow and frigid temperatures, we
were forced to cancel our First Day Hikes….twice. Due to
high winds and rain events, we lost many large trees already
this year. One particular challenge that has been in the
thoughts of many was whether we could pull off this reroute
onto Abbey of the Genesee property in Piffard. Well, we did.

vicinity was the
cause. As part of
the fix, Parks had a
study done to
figure out what
actually happened
so we could, if
possible, include
Because that section of railbed has completely washed out
countermeasures in
several times now, the Park administration decided to go
the rebuild to
around the unstable area once permission was given by the
alleviate the
Abbey for us to build on their property. Regardless of the
New culverts will strive to keep damaging
probability of a
water from eroding the new trail. Notice
weather conditions, the construction crew started in
reoccurrence.
many plants in these pictures that belong in
February. The trail-to-be had been well marked for them and
Come to find out, damp places, despite the appearance of dry
the Greenway crew had already cleared the way of trees,
the major reason soil, plants like cattails.
brush and old fencing. In my opinion, the hardest part of
the failure
this mission was taking healthy trees only because they were
happened was due to events that occurred before any of us
in the way. The engineers, the crew, and I toiled over this
even populated the region.
and tried to pick the least invasive route. In the end,
however, the old adage “you have Approximately fourteen thousand years ago, after the glaciers
to crack some eggs to make an
retreated from the area, the Piffard site was inundated by
Inside this Issue
omelette” rang true. We wound up glacial Lake Geneseo. As with typical lakes, sediment such as
President’s Message
3
taking a dozen trees, and I
clay and silt brought into the lake ultimately settled to the
personally vowed to replace them. bottom resulting in various layers. Eventually, the lake
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emptied and the
The re-design included the
groundwater level
addition of culverts to properly
in the lake
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redirect the drainage received from
sediment drained.
adjacent lands. Now, some folks I
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Because of the clay
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have spoken with blame the
by Patterers
and silt content,
runoff from the surrounding fields
the moisture level
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for taking the trail, while others
of the lower layer
blame the Genesee River itself.
stays high, causing
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Others point fingers at the large
an imbalance
rain event that occurred prior to
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between the two
the trail collapse, and still others
A perfect example of the leaning trees still
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feel
the
cutting
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rooted in slumped soil.
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and on a slope no less.
Thank you very much:
Kathleen Bannister (she
actually couldn’t make it,
but lovingly volunteered
the services of her
When a good
brother Tom Beardsley
opportunity
and sister Kate Sheehan),
arises, you
Tyler Kurlas (who also
open that
helped us out during I
door
Love My Park Day),
regardless of
FOGVG members Jo and
the hurdles
Bob Taylor (Jo works
you know are
with Irene on the
coming,
newsletter), Father
especially if it
Stephen from the Abbey
helps to
and his friend Steve
accomplish
Nothnagle, Fran Gotcsik,
something you
FOGVG treasurer, and
Kristine Uribe and her truck full of tools.
vowed to fix.
Joan Schumaker,
Such was the
FOGVG president. Also,
case when I received a phone call offering us 100 seedling
a big thank you to Paula
trees. They had to be shipped out the next day, and would be
Smith for taking the lead
received the Friday afternoon of a holiday weekend. Having
and guiding us along the
no access to a walk-in cooler, they would have to be planted
way.
immediately. I turned to Paula, one of our senior engineers,
to work out a plan, made lots of
Subsequent
phone calls and sent a flurry of
visits show
emails. By Saturday I had nine
the young
volunteers, and with Paula and
trees
me, it made a team of eleven. I
thriving a
loaded up Pearl (my white Ford
month
Ranger) with tree planting
later; what
equipment, the seedlings, a
had looked Above Top: Bob Taylor leaning on a
tree.
cooler full of ice water and ice
like naked leaning
Above bottom: Jo Taylor and Joan
tea, picked up some snacks and
sticks are
Schumaker digging in the weeds..
off we went. The task seemed
now
ominous, but with a little
covered with leaves. And the reroute is
organization and a deep love and Tyler Kurlas, one of the volunteers.
completed and open for travel!
pride for our trail, one by one the
Thank you folks, for your hard work and dedication in
holes were dug, trees were planted, mulch was added, and
supporting the Greenway!
then topped off
with a deluge of
creek water. I
personally wish to
thank the
Father Stephen
following people
and Steve Nothnagle working
for coming
to establish a
forward, last
tree line to
minute, on a
stabilize the
slope above the
holiday weekend,
river.
in brutal hot,
muggy weather, in
Tom Beardsley and Fran Gotcsik digging holes
a buggy forest,
for new trees in the underbrush
(Continued from page 1)

layers. High groundwater levels in the slope then may have
contributed to instability between the layers beneath the
Greenway. As a result, slope failure was bound to happen; it
was pretty much a time bomb with an unknown countdown.
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President’s Message

would really like to see you out on the Greenway taking part
in these activities.

In the Spring newsletter I mentioned my Greenway
Welcome to the Summer 2018 Greenway News. The GVG
presentation at the Mt. Morris Dam Visitor Center. Since
State Park Crew has been kept busy clearing up blow downs
then I have presented programs on the development of the
and mowing and they deserve a big THANK YOU.
Genesee Valley Greenway State Park for two other groups,
Greenway activities have picked up and you can read about including the Boy Scouts of America Iroquois Trail Council,
some of them here. The Scottsville Egg Hunt in March was Nundawaga District, picnic at Letchworth State Park in
lots of fun and the I Love My Park Day and Trees for Tribs June. If you know of an organization that is interested in a
work sessions in May helped to clean up Little Black Creek program on the Greenway, please have them contact me at
Park and stabilize the banks along the trail south of York
(585)490-3302 or fogvg@frontiernet.net
Landing. Unfortunately, we did not have enough volunteers
Please note that the GVG State Park is applying for a federal
for the work sessions scheduled for United Way’s Day of
grant to improve the Greenway in Monroe County. The
Caring and National Trails Day. These events were cancelled
public meeting in Scottsville on July 31 is to learn details of
this year but watch for similar opportunities next year.
the proposed improvements and we need your attendance
If you are interested in helping the GVG on more than just and support at this meeting. Even if you are not in Monroe
one day, look into the Adopt-A-Trail Program featured in
County, success with this grant application may result in
this newsletter. We are most pleased that the Rochester REI your favorite section of the Greenway undergoing the next
Co-Op is partnering with us to improve Little Black Creek major improvements. See you there.
Park and that the REI Stewardship Grant will provide
enhancements for the park as described in the REI grant
article.
The number of hikes and bike rides has increased but we
still need more options for trail users and also more
participants for these activities. Please let me know if you
are willing to lead a hike or bike ride. If you are one of the
283 GVG State Park Enthusiasts in our Meetup Group, we

Trail Adopters Needed
Trail adopters are expected to perform a
minimum of four (4) work sessions annually, or
more as needed. Routine maintenance can
include mowing, trimming around gates, cutting
brush, removing blow downs, removing trash
and litter. An adopter should monitor trail
conditions, signs and capital improvements and
report any deficiencies, and assist with the
maintenance and repair of trail enhancements
such as signs, benches, kiosks, etc. An adopter
may not be expected to perform all the listed
maintenance tasks and the Agreement can be modified to fit
the capabilities of an adopter. For instance, a Boy Scout
Troop may not be able to mow, but they can remove trash
and litter, monitor trail conditions, and assist with repairs of
trail enhancements.
The Friends and Parks are currently confirming existing
adopters, some who have been in place since the beginning

of the program and deserve a big THANK YOU.
This review will also identify trail sections that
need adopters. Adopt-A-Trail Agreements will be
updated for current adopters and completed for
new adopters to fill the gaps. Signs identifying the
trail adopters will be placed on the various sections
of the Greenway.
A follow-up article on Greenway trail adopters will
be featured in the Greenway News. The Adopt-ATrail coordinator for the northern portion of the
GVG in Monroe and Livingston Counties is Davies Nagel
(585-243-3409). Marilee and Joe Patterer (585-968-3555) are
coordinators for the GVG in Wyoming, Allegany and
Cattaraugus Counties. Please contact these coordinators if
you or your organization is willing to serve as a trail adopter
in any capacity.
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Joan Schumaker

May 5th was ILMPD with volunteers working to clean up
parks throughout New York
State. Little Black Creek Park
on Scottsville Road (Rt. 383),
just north of 84 Lumber, in
Chili was again the work site
for the Genesee Valley Greenway State Park. We had a very
successful day with twentynine volunteers and Parks
Bob Melville staff clearing trash from the
area, cutting brush, working
to control invasive species,
and even clearing a large tree
from the trail. A big THANK
YOU to all the volunteers and also to the five cyclists who
stopped to help with the tree removal. The Greenway depends upon volunteers and we sincerely appreciate your help.

I Love My Park Day on the Greenway
Joan Schumaker

Above: 76 tires were removed, and 60 last year. This costs
Parks a lot!
Photo by Kristine Uribe.

Above: Carpet remnants were spread on
Japanese knotweed to smother it.
Photo by Kristine Uribe.
Next page: Guys pushing a trashed boat to
the dumpster.
Photo by Kristine Uribe.

Left: People bringing trash to the dumpster.
Photo by Bob Melville.
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Five Benches Donated by the Patterers
Marilee Patterer

Hurrah! Hurrah! The benches have been installed!
Recently five
benches were
installed on three
sections of the
Greenway: three
were placed on
the Route 305 to
Tibbetts Hill
Road section in
Black Creek, one
was placed on
the Cuba section,
One of the new benches in use by a group of
and
one on the
walkers. That's Marilee on the right in back.
Belfast section
Photo by Chelsea Sheridan .
south of Hughes
Street. The superb installation was done by a crew from
Allegany State Park headed by Brian Ruth, foreman. Many
thanks to Jay Bailey, Regional Director of the Allegany State
Park Region, for providing the crew. The actual purchase
and coordination of the bench placement was done by
Kristine Uribe, Manager of the Genesee Valley Greenway
State Park, and Marilee Patterer, FOGVG Board Member,
with the help of Joan Schumaker, President of the Friends of
the Genesee Valley Greenway. It took much effort on the
part of many individuals to accomplish this task, but it's
done!! Thanks to everyone so much!!
As I spent many years of my life on a farm in a remote part
of Allegany County, I gained a tremendous appreciation for
nature, the magnificent earth that God has created. Endless
hours I hiked through my parents’ woods. When I got older,

I went to college
and started a life of
my own.
Unfortunately, life
got complicated
and time for nature
was limited. Then I
retired and read an
article about the
annual meeting of
Parks staff trucked in a small concrete mixer
the Friends of the to make a good sturdy base for the bench.
Genesee Valley
Photo by Marilee Patterer.
Greenway written
by Joan Schumaker. My husband and I attended the meeting
and I was "hooked.” We later adopted a section of the
Greenway from Route 305 to Tibbetts Hill Road in Black
Creek, but there were very few benches on the Greenway in
the Southern Tier. It's long been a dream of mine to place
some benches and
say in effect, "It's
time to sit down,
rest and reflect on
nature.” Thus the
installation of the
benches in the
color to match the
tree bark is my
attempt to
encourage people
to appreciate nature Completed concrete base; the new bench
and the Greenway. will be bolted down.. Photo by Marilee
Patterer.

Volunteers cleaning up Little Black Creek
Park, in Chili, for I Love My Park Day.
See previous page.

Kristine Uribe
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Friends Receive REI Stewardship Grant
Joan Schumaker

The Friends of the Genesee Valley
Greenway has been awarded a $3,000
grant from the national outdoor retailer
REI to help support Little Black Creek
Park (LBCP), part of the Genesee Valley
Greenway State Park. LBCP is located in
the Town of Chili on Scottsville Road (Rt.
383) just north of 84 Lumber. The grant
will cover the cost of materials to build a
kiosk and replace an interpretive sign at LBCP.
In the grant award letter, Rochester REI Store Manager
Emily Copeland wrote “It is a privilege to partner with your
organization in 2018. Working together, we hope to build
greater awareness of and engagement in your efforts to
steward and/or increase access to the outdoor recreation
places where REI members and customers play.”
“It is indeed a pleasure to have this support from REI and
be able to collaborate with them in order to maximize our
partnership to improve the Genesee Valley Greenway State
Park in the coming year,” said FOGVG President Joan
Schumaker. “The Friends were first contacted by staff of the
new Rochester REI Co-Op that opened August 25, 2017
with an offer to collaborate on a stewardship project that
would provide REI employees with the opportunity to work
on the Greenway. While we were not able to arrange a

convenient date in 2017, subsequent
conversations with REI staff resulted in
an invitation to apply for the Stewardship
Grant and an offer to partner with us for
I Love My Park Day on May 5. REI
helped advertise ILMPD and a number of
their employees volunteered for this
major clean up at LBCP.”
As part of the Stewardship Grant, the Friends and the
Rochester REI Co-Op are forming a Partnership Plan for
the year (spring 2018-spring 2019). A recent meeting
between the Friends, Park Manager Kristine Uribe, and three
Rochester REI store managers, including Emily Copeland,
resulted in plans for two more work sessions at LBCP. The
first is scheduled for Wednesday, August 15, and the second
will take place in October. REI employees will participate in
these work sessions, but it is hoped that these sessions will
also attract additional volunteers.
To volunteer and register your attendance for the August 15
work session send an email to fogvg@frontiernet.net with
Aug. 15 and your name in the subject line. For more
information see events on the Friend’s website at
www.fogvg.org

Egg Hunt in Scottsville
On March 31st the Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway and Park Manager
Kristine Uribe joined with the Scottsville
American Legion Smith-Warren Post
#367, the Village of Scottsville and
Town of Wheatland Recreation Department to provide an egg hunt that was
part of a most successful Spring Event.
Fran Gotcsik

The event started with about 200 anxious
children with their parents ready to seek
out 1,118 candy filled eggs. Some eggs
contained slips of paper alerting the finders to special prizes like a chocolate bunny, stuffed animal or candy filled basket. Ninety Parks string backpacks were given away and we also had a jelly bean contest. The winner of the jelly bean
contest received an Empire Pass allowing free vehicle access to all NYS Parks and Historic sites for one year. The
young person winning this prize guessed correctly that the jar contained 1000 jelly beans.
After the egg hunt, the children enjoyed a magic show, a raffle for stuffed animals and lunch. Thank you to all those
who contributed to making this such a successful event and for allowing the Friends to participate. See the FOGVG
website and the GVGSP Facebook Page for photos and a video.
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Federal Grant Money Sought for
Greenway Trail Improvements
Fran Gotcsik

When the Genesee Valley Greenway was created, the grant
funds available were not sufficient to install wayfinding
signage and upgrade the trail from the black cinders of the
former railbed and areas of grass to a stone dust surface, as
found on other trails across the state. While adequate, the
cinders and grass are unattractive and restrict use for
commuting and recreation, especially for persons with
mobility difficulties, families with children, and new cyclists.
A lack of wayfinding also limits the trail’s visibility and
opportunities for trail users to connect to nearby services
and shops.
State Parks is actively addressing this situation in Monroe
County along almost 10 miles of Greenway trail by
submitting an application to the NYS Department of
Transportation for federal transportation funds to establish
new stone dust trail between Scottsville’s Canawaugus Park
and Ballantyne Road. The resurfaced trail will connect with
the paved trail that currently exists between the CSX
crossing at Scottsville Road and the Empire State Trail
intersection at Rochester’s Genesee Valley Park. Grant funds
will also be used to install wayfinding signage, mile markers,
cross walks, and trail counters in this trail segment.
A public meeting will be held at the Wheatland Town
Hall, 22 Main Street, Scottsville, on July 31, at 7:00 pm.
to provide additional information and gather public
feedback on the proposed project. Information will also
be presented on the recently completed Health Impact
Assessment of the Genesee Valley Greenway (HIA)
sponsored by the Genesee Transportation Council with
funding from the Federal Highway Administration. Many of
the planned Greenway trail improvements are supported by
HIA recommendations.
FOGVG president Joan Schumaker said, “If you live in the
area between Rochester and Scottsville and have been
looking forward to a time when you could easily use the
Greenway to commute to work, travel to the village on
errands, or just visit neighbors, a successful grant application
to improve the trail will soon make all of that a reality. Come
to the public meeting to learn about this project and provide
your support.”
Public Meeting
Wheatland Town Hall
22 Main Street, Scottsville
July 31, at 7:00 pm

Membership News
RENEW or become a NEW MEMBER
The FOGVG membership year is from
September 1 through August 31.
If you are not presently a member, please join us.
Memberships and renewals received now will not
expire until September 1, 2019.
To join or renew, go to our website at
www.fogvg.org where you can download a form or
complete your membership and payment online.

A BIG THANK YOU to all our members
for their generous support.
Additional Memberships & Renewals
since Spring 2018 Greenway News
2017-18 Members
Paul & Vicky Gaeta
* Jeffrey Hennick
John & Gretchen Holtz
Kimberly LaMendola &
Kellie O'Brien
# John Kantrosdki &
Linda Bergholtz
* Sanford & Jill Miller
Joseph Readl

Early 2018-19 Renewals
Paul & Vicky Gaeta
* Jeffrey Hennick
* Ned Holmes
* Allen Kerkeslager
James & Jeanette Maxim
* Sanford & Jill Miller

* Membership/Donation of $100 or more – Thank you!
# New Member in 2017-18 – Welcome!
Donations since last Newsletter
* Kathrhyn McTammany
Genesee Valley Greenway State Park Manager Kristine
Uribe stated, “Your support is critical to the success of this
grant. Every statement made on the application pertaining to
this important project could be perfectly written, but without
community backing, our project will not be taken seriously.
The July 31st meeting will provide an opportunity to show
your support for the Greenway and our request for funding
and help us make the Greenway the trail we all want it to be.
Please join us in Scottsville.”
Support letters can also be submitted to Kristine Uribe,
Genesee Valley Greenway State Park Manager, 1
Letchworth State Park, Castile, NY 14427, or to
kristine.uribe@parks.ny.gov

Be “green” and receive the Greenway News earlier.
Send you name and email address to fogvg@frontiernet.net

P.O. Box 42
Mt. Morris, NY 14510
585-658-2569
fogvg@frontiernet.net

Visit our web site!
WWW.FOGVG.ORG

Board of Directors
Joan Schumaker
President
Davies Nagel
Vice-President
Joe Patterer
Vice-President
Coleridge Gill
Secretary
Fran Gotcsik
Treasurer
Crystal Abers
Jeff Goodyear
Ned Holmes
Paul MacLean
Marilee Patterer
James Maxim
Steph Spittal
Irene Szabo
Irene Szabo
Newsletter Editor

Greenway Events July - Sept. 2018
Saturday, July 14, 10 AM – Historic Interpretive
Hike Series – Wegmans Hike #11 – River Rd to
Route 19A This hike is in Wyoming County, just
south of the Village of Portageville. Park and meet
at the trailhead on the east side of Route 19A at
the intersection of River Rd, about 0.33 mile south
of Bailey Rd (aka Whiskey Bridge). Easy, flat trail
with a mixed surface. Traverses under a forest
canopy, alongside farms and ends near a
picturesque bend in the Genesee River. 2.4 miles
round trip (42.554845, -78.053066) Sponsored by
NYS Parks Questions: 585-493-3614

Saturday, July 28, 9:00 AM – Greenway Bicycle
Ride – Meet south of Scottsville at the
Canawaugus Park Parking Area for a ride on the
Jo Taylor
Greenway and the new Erie-Attica Trail into the
Layout
Village of Avon. After a late breakfast at the Village
Restaurant on the circle, we will return on the same
Send your photos and route to Canawaugus Park for a total of 16 miles.
stories to Irene at
Ride leader: Ron Abraham. Questions: 585-490treeweenie@aol.com
3302 or fogvg@frontiernet.net

www.facebook.com/
FOGVG/
www.facebook.com/
Genesee-ValleyGreenway-State-Park

Wednesday, August 15, 10 am – 3 pm: Help for
the Greenway - Volunteers for the Genesee Valley
Greenway State Park will gather at Little Black
Creek Park, just north of 84 Lumber, in Chili at
1503 Scottsville Road (Rt. 383), to help pick up
debris, trim brush, and rake the area. Bring water,
gloves, hand tools (rakes, loppers, clippers).
Snacks and lunch will be provided. Park at The
River’s Edge, 31 Paul Rd @ Scottsville Road and
walk down the Greenway trail to LBC Park. To
register your attendance send an email to
fogvg@frontiernet.net with Aug. 15 and your name
in the subject line. Questions: email
fogvg@frontiernet.net or call (585) 490-3302.
Saturday, August 25, 10 AM, Greenway Meeting
– Location TBA Check www.fogvg.org

Saturday, September 8, 10 AM – Historic
Interpretive Hike Series – Wegmans Hike #13 –
Route 305 to Tibbetts Hill Rd. This hike is
located in Allegany County in the Towns of Belfast
and New Hudson. Park and meet at the parking lot
on the south side of Route 305 between Baragon
Saturday, August 11, 10 AM. Historic
Interpretive Hike Series – Wegmans Hike #12 – Hill Rd and Gleason Hill Rd. Easy, flat trail with a
mixed surface. This section is heavily wooded and
Rockville Dam to Huck Rd. This hike is located
goes through forested wetlands offering numerous
in Allegany County in the Town of Belfast. Park
opportunities to view wildlife. 4.2 miles to trail
and meet at the Rockville Lake dam at the end of
marker and back (42.302822, -78.163094).
Lake Rd. There are two Lake Roads; turn on the
one across from Ramsey Rd off Route 305. Easy, Sponsored by. NYS Parks Questions: 585-493flat trail with a mixed surface. Offers a relaxing hike 3614
through a heavily wooded area with wild flowers, a
babbling brook, old Irish cemetery and remnants of Sunday, November 18, FOGVG Annual Meeting
the old canal. 2.1 miles round trip (42.307877, 78.150362) Sponsored by. NYS Parks Questions:
585-493-3614

