
 

 

 

Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway Annual Meeting & Trail Event 

Sunday, November 18 in Avon 

Fall 2018 

Come to hike or bike or attend the program and stay for dinner.   

All are welcome! 

Sunday, Nov. 18 - FOGVG Events: Hike, Bike, 
Program, Dinner & Annual Meeting in Avon: 
Experience hiking or biking the Erie-Attica Trail and 
Greenway. At 2 pm meet at the Erie-Attica Trail Parking 
Area, west of the village on Farmer’s Road, north of Rt. 
20 and immediately east of the Genesee River. Hikers 
and cyclists will travel the Erie-Attica Trail for about a 
mile and then go north or south on the Greenway 
before returning to the 
parking area by 3:30 pm.  

The program, dish-to-
pass dinner, and 
FOGVG meeting take 
place at the United 
Presbyterian Church, 
133 Genesee Street in 
Avon. Refrigeration and 
ovens are available. 
Parking in back of the 
church is accessible on South Avenue from Main 
Street or several houses south down Genesee Street. 
The south entrance to the church from the 
parking area takes you to 
the dining room.  

At 4 pm, popular local historian Tom Cook will 
present:  

Rambles Through History – Exploring the past 
along the GVG in the Town of Portage.  

Hiking along the Greenway not only takes you 
through nature, it is also a journey through time. 

Tom’s program will explore the 
fascinating history of the lands 
along the Genesee Valley 
Greenway in the town of Portage 
from the days of the Seneca 
Indians to the early 20th century. 
Included will be stories of early 
pioneers, canal and railroad days, 

local disasters, noted 
residents, a Civil War 
training camp, the Portage 
Falls, and more. 

Dinner will follow at about 
5:30 pm. Please bring your 
own table service and food 
to share. A brief Annual 

Meeting will take place at about 6:30 pm 
and include annual reports and election 
of FOGVG Directors. 
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    President’s Message 

I hope you are enjoying the Greenway and the 

colorful western New York foliage this fall season. 

Plan to take advantage of coming hikes and 

events by watching our Facebook page, the 

GVGSP Enthusiasts Meetup site at https:// 

www.meetup.com/GVGSP-Enthusiasts/ and our 

website at www.fogvg.org. Keep Nov. 23rd free for 

some outdoor events on the Greenway, including 

an opportunity at 10 a.m. to visit Town of Portage 

sites highlighted in Tom Cook’s program for our 

Annual Meeting on Nov. 18th. Details are still 

being arranged for this outdoor Black Friday 

event. 

We now have 312 “Enthusiasts” in our Meetup 

Group and I encourage you to join and show your 

support for the Genesee Valley Greenway State 

Park. You should also check our website where 

you can complete your membership and make 

donations online.  

As I noted in our last newsletter, we need more 

options for trail users and also more participants 

for these activities. Please let me know if you are 

willing to lead a hike, bike ride, horseback ride, or 

perhaps a winter event. We encourage GVG State 

Park Enthusiasts, FOGVG members, and their 

friends to spend time on the trail and look forward 

to increased use of the GVGSP. 

The completion of the Health Impact Assessment 

of the Greenway by Common Ground Health, 

announced in July, raises awareness of the health 

benefits of the GVG and provides numerous 

recommendations for improvements in the 

Greenway. We look forward to implementing 

these recommendations and thank Common 

Ground Health and the Genesee Transportation 

Council for this valuable resource. 

The August 15th work session to clear the 

Greenway in Little Black Creek Park was most 

successful and we sincerely thank staff from the 

Rochester REI Co-Op and other volunteers who 

joined them that day. We look forward to our 

continued partnership with our local REI. 

In September, the Friends again assisted the 

Highlander Cycle Tour, an annual event to 

support nonprofits, by manning one of their rest 

stops. Thanks to Dave Shaw, Coleridge Gill and 

Ned Holmes for working this event with me.  I 

also represented the Friends and the GVGSP at 

the September 29th Genesee River Bash, 

sponsored by Genesee River Watch. 

The Friends will again be participating in ROC 

the Day on November 27. This is the Rochester 

area 24 hour giving extravaganza to benefit local 

charities and non-profits. Watch for a special 

FOGVG Challenge Grant to make your dollars go 

further and ways you can help FOGVG earn cash 

bonuses. On November 27 the Friends will also 

join New York Gives Day (#NYGivesDay), 

another opportunity to support the Greenway. 

Plan to attend our November 18 activities taking 

place in Avon that include hiking or biking the 

Erie-Attica Trail and the Greenway, a special 

program on history along the GVG, a dish-to-pass 

dinner and our Annual Meeting. See details in this 

newsletter. Remember that these events are open 

to the public, so invite your friends to join you. I 

hope to see you there.  
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https://www.meetup.com/GVGSP-Enthusiasts/
https://www.meetup.com/GVGSP-Enthusiasts/
http://www.fogvg.org/
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Membership News 

TIME TO RENEW 
The time to renew or become a new member is now. The FOGVG membership year is from September 1 

through August 31. Current members are listed below. If you are not presently a member, renew or become a 
new member for 2018-19.  

To join or renew, use the membership envelope in this newsletter or go to our website at www.fogvg.org where 
you can either download a form or complete your membership and payment online.  

NOTE: In the future we can afford to print and send paper copies only to current members who request that 
we mail their newsletters. Join the Friends to ensure that you continue to receive the newsletter electronically or 

by the USPS.  

A BIG THANK YOU to all our members for their generous support. 

2018-19 Members 

 Louise Bickel 
# Richard M. Bigg 
 Deb & Joe Borer 
#* Drawing Borer'd Inc. 

 Caledonia Trail Blazers 
Snowmobile Club 

* Chris & Michelle Dudley 
 Fred & Melinda Franzwa 
 Paul & Vicky Gaeta 
* George & Fran Gotcsik 
 Carole & Timothy Grooms 
 Mary Gulesano 
* Jeffrey Hennick 

 Myra Herlihy 
* Edward “Ned” Holmes 
# Hoss Firooznia 
* Harry Howe 
# Lois Judd 
* Allen Kerkeslager 
* Tony D'Imperio 

& Louise Michaud 
 James & Jeanette Maxim 
 Jim McMaster 
* Sanford & JillMiller 
 Jean Richmond 
#* John Ridge 

 Carl Schoenthal 
* Joan Schumaker 
 Greta Stephany 
 Dave & Beth Stevick 
 Alice Thompson 
 Robert A. Wood 
* Greg Wysocki 
 Robert Youngers 

 

* Membership/Donation of $100 or 
more – Thank you!  

# New Member in 2018-19 – 
Welcome!  

The mentor of Project for Public Spaces, William H. Whyte, 
once said “The street is the river of life of the city, the place 
where we come together, the pathway to the center.” If the 
street is the river of life, then the Genesee Valley Greenway 
is the highway of nature between communities. An existing 
corridor of open space becomes a conduit for those who 
wish to travel safely, away from motorized vehicles, and re-
discover alternate modes of transportation.  

The New York State Department of Transportation 
(NYSDOT) solicited candidate projects for the Transporta-
tion Alternative Program (TAP) and the Congestion Mitiga-
tion and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) Program this 
year. These Federal Aid reimbursement programs create 
opportunities for communities seeking to invest in and ex-
pand transportation choices beyond traditional highway pro-
grams. They may include pedestrian, bicycle, and other non-
motorized transportation improvements, safe routes to 
schools, transit access infrastructure upgrades, scenic trails, 
streetscape improvements, and projects that contribute to air 
quality and/or provide congestion relief. 

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic 
Preservation (NYSOPRHP) has applied for TAP funding 
that will enhance a portion of the Greenway. The project is 
designed to resurface the trail with compacted stone dust 
from the north end of “George Bridge,” Canawaugus Park 
in the Village of Scottsville, to Ballantyne Rd. in the Town 
of Chili. This improvement will allow persons of all ages and 
abilities to utilize fully this 6-mile section. Trail counters, 
crosswalks, wayfinding signage, and mile markers would be 
purchased and installed from the same starting point in Can-
awaugus Park and extend to where the Greenway intersects 
with the Empire State Trail / Erie Canalway Trail in Gene-
see Valley Park, Rochester. Together, these upgrades will 
create a safe, continuous, fully accessible, well-signed, 9.85 
mile stretch of multi-use trail connecting the southern Mon-
roe County suburbs to the City of Rochester. The Greenway 
is requesting $1.5 million to complete this project, of which 
NYSOPRHP must match 20%. NYSDOT will announce 
project awards via press release this fall. 

  

Greenway applies for TAP grant   
Kristine Uribe, Manager Genesee Greenway State Park 
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That statement is more than a song by Jay-Z; it seems 
to be the Greenway’s mantra this year. We started 2018 
by accomplishing the long-awaited Abbey Re-route 
and replanted a network of trees to assist the stability 
in the area. Done. Now Genesee Regional 
Maintenance Crew started tackling the washout north 
of York Landing (just up the trail from the Abbey 
issue) that occurred June of last year. 

The Regional Crew has been busy the past month 
prepping the site and laying a 3 ft. diameter culvert 
pipe in the ditch along with surrounding material such 
as clay and different sized rock that will offer a solid 
base.  An angled cement headwall was poured on the 
west side of the culvert. This is designed to take the 
brunt of the force from the water traveling downhill 
before entering the culvert pipe. Large and small stone 
will be strategically placed along the banks on both 
sides to protect them from eroding.  

(Continued on page 5) 

“On to the Next One….” 

Text and photos by Kristine Uribe, Greenway Park Manager  

Before 

Above: Angled headwall on west side of trail 
will take the brunt of the force from the water 
traveling downhill. 

Left: Senior Park Engineer, P.E., Bernie Schmieder & 
Regional Maintenance Worker Travis Fuller discuss 
the project. 
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After 

Furthermore, the trail itself will dip slightly in this 
section to allow water to go over the trail in the event 
the water level rises to a height the culvert cannot 
handle. This dip is gradual and is still within ADA 
standards. In addition, a stepping effect will be created 
up stream from the culvert on the west side of the trail. 
The intent of the “steps” is to slow down the flow of 
water in advance of reaching the culvert and headwall.  
As it stands currently, we are waiting on the last of the 
paperwork to be processed so C.P. Ward can come in 
and lay the final stone.  

The regional maintenance crew is not used to sitting 
idle, so while waiting for the red tape to clear, they 
started working on an associated task located slightly 
south. They installed a 2 ½’ ft. diameter culvert pipe to 
replace the older pipe they were unsuccessful in 
unplugging earlier this season. Having this culvert 
working again will in turn lend a hand in drainage 
further down the trail during torrential rains. Providing 
the crew does not get pulled off the job to handle other 
weather related issues within the region or state, the 
repairs should be completed shortly.  

(“On to the next one…” continued from page 4) 

“GAME OF LOGGING” CHAINSAW TRAINING 

It has been brought to my attention there will be two Game of Logging 1 classes in December. Game of 
Logging is the training program required by Parks that enables folks to assist in keeping the trail clear of 
downed trees after a storm/wind event. This class goes over basic safety and chainsaw use and is ideal for 
those who are Adopt-A-Trail members and any snowmobile clubs or FOGVG members interested in trail 
clearing. Whether you cut trees every day, or have never picked up a chainsaw, this training is required be-
fore any cutting can be done on the Greenway. For those interested, please register using the contact infor-
mation below and let me know who is signing up. The class is first come, first served. Please pass this in-
formation along to anyone you know who may be interested.  

Class :  GOL Level 1 
Cost:  $25 per person 

Dates: 

 12/6/18  Livingston Co.  Conesus, NY    (4 openings) 

 12/7/18  Livingston Co.  Springwater, NY  (10 openings) 

To Register/more Info: 
chainsawsafety@bassett.org or 1-800-343-7537 

Kristine Uribe 
Park Manager 
Genesee Valley Greenway State Park 
Kristine.Uribe@parks.ny.gov 
Office 585/493-3614 

mailto:chainsawsafety@bassett.org
mailto:Kristine.Uribe@parks.ny.gov
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Press Release on HIA Greenway Study from Common Ground Health website  

Greenway can improve health and reduce disparities, impact study finds.       

July 26, 2018 

By Robin L. Flanigan 

Among the more than 16,000 miles of trails in New York State, the Genesee Valley Greenway State 

Park—a 90-mile corridor spanning from Rochester almost to the Pennsylvania border—is one of the 

longest, most scenic stretches. 

It is a natural resource perfect for hiking, walking, biking and other physical activities that research 

shows can help lower rates of obesity, high blood pressure, stroke and cancer. And it has tremendous 

potential for encouraging more people to improve their health, according to a new Health Impact Assess-

ment of the Greenway. 

Produced by Common Ground Health and the Genesee Transportation Council, that study took an ex-

tensive look at how rigorous data analysis and broad community involvement could inform decisions 

about health before they’re made. 

“HIAs are a new and different lens that local governments bring to decision making,” says Wade Nor-

wood, CEO of Common Ground Health.  “They bring together data and stakeholders to think about the 

potential effects of a proposed policy, plan, program or project on not just the environment, but the 

health of a population.” 

 

According to Randy Simons, spokesperson for New York State Parks, the study’s recommendations 

will raise awareness and further champion the health benefits of the Greenway, which passes through 

woodlands, wetlands, river and stream valleys, farmlands, glacial gorges and historic villages across 

Monroe, Livingston, Wyoming, Allegany and Cattaraugus counties. 
(Continued on page 7) 

Greenway enthusiasts and officials 
from partnering organizations gath-
ered in Scottsville July 30 for the 
public release of the Greenway 
HIA. Additional photos and remarks 
from this event are available at 
www.comongroundheath.org  
 

https://www.commongroundhealth.org/Media/Default/Publications/134-7-CGH-GVG-HIA-Apr-16-2018-R9.pdf
https://www.commongroundhealth.org/Media/Default/Publications/134-7-CGH-GVG-HIA-Apr-16-2018-R9.pdf
https://flhsa.smugmug.com/Data/GreenwayHIA/n-k7hVB7/
http://www.comongroundhea;th.org
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On August 15, Rochester REI Co-op staff joined 
with other volunteers to help the Genesee Valley 
Greenway State Park by picking up debris, trimming 
brush, and raking sections of Little Black Creek Park 
in Chili.  

Little Black Creek is one of the many access areas 
found along the Genesee Valley Greenway. It is 
located along Scottsville Rd (Rt. 383) on the outskirts 
of Rochester, very close to the beginning of the trail 
in Genesee Valley Park. 

GVGSP Manager Kristine Uribe and a member of 
her staff divrected and assisted with this work 
session.  In thanking the volunteers, Kristine’s 
enthusiastic comment was “I can’t believe how much 
was accomplished in so little amount of time!”  
Snacks and lunch were provided by the Friends. 

  

REI Partners with the Friends, Providing Help for the Greenway   
Joan Schumaker 

“When you’re part of an agency that’s responsible for the stewardship of the outdoors, you’re always 

touting the importance of recreation, exercise and exploration,” he says. “But it’s even better when you 

have multiple sources speaking to the same mission.” 

To promote more physical activity along the Greenway, the study recommended analyzing data from 

newly installed trail counters, in part to document the relationship between trail use and trail condi-

tions. New trails, sidewalks, bicycle lanes and public-transit stops would help attract new users, as 

would developing ADA-compliant grade/trail surface conditions at all road crossings. 

Recommendations also included: partnering with governments and community organizations to pro-

mote programming and events that celebrate physical activity and are inclusive of vulnerable popula-

tions, designing environments that encourage formal and informal social interaction, and reducing risk 

of injury with adequate lighting and way-finding signage. 

That last one is key for Norwood, who says way-finding signage would be transformative “for guys like 

me who have an incredible ability to get lost when I’m out in the woods.” 

As of now, 42 miles of the park are open to the public in Monroe and Livingston counties—32 miles 

between Rochester and the Livingston County village of Mount Morris, and another 10 miles in the Liv-

ingston County towns of Nunda and Portage. 

“The Genesee Valley Greenway is an asset for our region and beyond,” says Genesee Transportation 

Council Executive Director James Stack. “We want to help raise awareness that it is in our back yard, 

and gives people an opportunity to get where they are going while improving their health at the same 

time.” 

Related coverage 

WXXI News - Study measures health impacts of Genesee Valley Greenway 

Monroe County Post - Study: Greenway can improve health, reduce disparities 

Olean Times Herald - Study: Genesee Greenway can improve health, reduce disparities 

Rochester Business Journal - Genesee Valley Greenway to be improved 

https://www.wxxi.org/node/391573
http://www.monroecopost.com/news/20180806/study-greenway-can-improve-health-reduce-disparities
https://www.commongroundhealth.org/www.oleantimesherald.com/news/allegany_county/study-genesee-greenway-can-improve-health-reduce-disparities/article_e3240a1e-9a55-11e8-b7bd-ab1f178d22df.html
https://rbj.net/2018/08/16/genesee-valley-greenway-to-be-improved/
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Send your photos and 

stories to Irene at 

treeweenie@aol.com 

Visit our web site! 
WWW.FOGVG.ORG 

www.facebook.com/

FOGVG/ 

www.facebook.com/

Genesee-Valley-

Greenway-State-Park 

Be “green” and receive the Greenway News earlier. 
Send you name and email address to fogvg@frontiernet.net 

 

A Fall Hike 
on the 

Greenway in 
Letchworth  
State Park 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now that the trail is 
open again beneath 
the new railroad 
bridge, we could 
walk there on 
October 20th. 
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http://WWW.FOGVG.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/FOGVG/
https://www.facebook.com/FOGVG/
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park

