Joan Schumaker

Winter 2018

Welcome the New Year with a First Day
Greenway Hike
This year there are two chances to hike
with others on New Year’s Day on the
Genesee Valley Greenway.
Northern Walk
For the northern walk, meet at Canawaugus
Park immediately south of the Oatka
Creek, just south of the center of
Scottsville where route 383 turns 90
degrees west and River Rd. continues south
across the creek. (43.018228, -77.747779)
Meet at 1 p.m. prepared for a 2 mile round trip. If there is
enough snow, bring your own skis or snowshoes. Leashed
pets welcome. Ring in the new year with an easy, yet
invigorating winter walk along the Greenway through both
wooded and pastoral scenes, heading north from
Canawaugus Park to Rt. 383 and back.
Bathrooms will be available at the municipal building
located next to Canawaugus Park. This bathroom is
unfortunately not handicapped accessible.
Salvatore’s Pizzeria & Saloon is located at 11 Main St.,
which is right across the street from the park. They open at
noon if you are looking for a quick bite to eat or a
handicapped accessible restroom facility. Stop by after the
hike for some delicious Italian cuisine or their “Tap it
Tuesday” special.
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Southern Walk
A south end walk will meet same time, at Bull St., Cuba
(42.216592, -78.283329), for a 2.5 mile round trip over
similar easy terrain, often following Griffin or Olean
Creeks. Plenty of parking, but there are no bathroom
facilities available. The Palmer Opera House, located at 12
W Main St., is less than ½ mile away from the meet up
location and will be open before and after the hike to offer
handicapped accessible restrooms and hot beverages and
snacks.
Above:
Southern Walk: Watch for
wildlife along this section
west of Cuba.
Left:
Northern Walk: A wooded
section along the trail north
of Scottsville, clearly in the
winter.
Photos by Kristine Uribe
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President’s Message
Are you ready for another winter on the
Greenway? Why not start the year with a 1st Day
Hike on the Greenway, sponsored by NYS Parks,
in either Scottsville or Cuba. See details in this
newsletter and plan to participate. In order to
continue with scheduled Greenway events, we are
looking for winter sports enthusiasts who would
be willing to lead activities on the Greenway.
Please contact me if you can help us get folks out
on the trail.

As a follow-up to his program, Tom Cook treated
interested members to a walk on Black Friday to
visit many of the Town of Portage sites. Six
members met Tom at the Nunda Historical
Society and traveled to Oakland, the Deep Cut,
Col. Williams’s grave on his former estate, the
Parade Grounds, and Portage Station, the location
of the Cascade House at the east end of the new
Portage railroad bridge over the Genesee River.
Thanks to Tom for providing this guided tour.

We now have 324 “Enthusiasts” in our Genesee
Valley Greenway State Park Meetup Group. If you
are not a member, I encourage you to join at
https:// www.meetup.com/GVGSP-Enthusiasts/
and show your support for the Greenway. While
we have lots of members in this group, we need to
encourage them to participate in events. Your
positive comments on this website should help
motivate them to get out on the GVG.

In closing, I want to remind everyone to renew or
become a new member. You will find a
membership form to print and mail in on our
website at www.fogvg.org/ You may also elect to
complete a membership form and payment on
line. Your financial support of the Friends and the
Greenway is very much appreciated.

The election of Directors to the FOGVG Board
was the main business at our meeting. Current
Directors Crystal Abers, Coleridge Gill, Ned
Holmes, and Marilee Patterer, along with new
member Paul Schutt, were elected to three-year
terms. Carl Schoenthal was elected to a two-year
term to replace Paul Mac Lean who is leaving the
Board after serving for the last four years. We
thank Paul for his valuable contributions to the
Friends and look forward to his continued
participation in FOGVG activities.

Janet Hughes

Our Annual Meeting and activities in Avon on
November 18th attracted about thirty members.
Please see the article in this newsletter. It was a
cold day, so we did not have many hikers. The
program by Tom Cook and dish-to-pass dinner
were enjoyed by all. We want to thank Tom for his
most interesting and informative presentation. We
also thank the Central Presbyterian Church of
Avon for donating the use of their excellent
kitchen and dining facilities.

If you have questions or suggestions, please
contact any board member or contact me at
fogvg@frontiernet.net or call 585-490-3302. Enjoy
the Greenway!

Next newsletter
deadline is
March 1
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Membership News
DID YOU FORGET TO RENEW?
The FOGVG membership year is from September 1 through August 31 and we are missing some of our
regular members. Check the updated 2018-19 Membership List below to see if you are listed. If you are
not presently a member, please renew or become a new member. Please let us know if you think our
records are wrong.
To join or renew, use the membership envelope in this newsletter or go to our website at www.fogvg.org
where you can either download a form or complete your membership and payment online.
NOTE: In the future we can afford to print and send paper copies only to current members who request
that we mail their newsletters. Join the Friends to ensure that you continue to receive the newsletter
electronically or by the USPS.
. As

usual, a BIG THANK YOU to all our members for their generous support.
2018-19 Members

*
*
*
#
*

#*
*
#

*

Ron & Mary Abraham
Stuart & Yu Chin Allen
Richard Ash
Andrea Barber
Neil & Peggy Bellenger
Kay K. Bennett
Louise Bickel
Richard M. Bigg
Deb & Joe Borer
George & Nancy Brinkwart
Michael S. Buskus
Caledonia Trailblazers
Snowmobile Club
Harold & Ann Castle
David Crowley
Ronald De Groff
John and Carolyn DeHority
Cody & Katie Donahue
Ruth & Don Dorrough
Drawing Borer'd Inc.
Chris & Michelle Dudley
Joyce Ermer
Hoss Firooznia
Paul and Gay Frame
Fred & Melinda Franzwa
Paul & Vicky Gaeta
Coleridge Gill
George and Fran Gotcsik
Peter Gradoni

*
*

*
*
*
*
*
*

*

#*

Carole & Timothy Grooms
Mary Gulesano
Jeffrey Hennick
Myra Herlihy
Hill & Gully Riders Snowmobile
Club
Edward Holmes
John & Gretchin Holtz
Alan Hopenwasser
Harry Howe
James C. Hutton
Jon Kapecki & Jeanne Kaeding
Lois Judd
Allen Kerkeslager
James and Susan Knauer
Lakeland Rovers Hiking Club
Tony D'Imperio & Louise Michaud
Paul and Roberta Mac Lean
James & Jeanette Maxim
James Mc Master
Than Mehlenbacher
April Miller
Sanford & Jill Miller
Davies Nagel
Joe & Marilee Patterer
Ric Perry
Pete & Sue Piraino Family
Jean Richmond
John Ridge

Memorial Gifts
By the Lakeland Rovers Hiking Club
In Memory of Joan Barncamp
In Memory of Tom Howard

*
*

*
*

*

Jennifer Ries-Taggart
Thomas Rodwell
Gary & Cheryl Rouleau
Carl Schoenthal
Joan Schumaker
David A. Shaw
Stephanie Spittal
Robert L Stear & Gary R. Maneebey
Greta Stephany
Dave & Beth Stevick
David B. Strong
Irene Szabo
Jo Taylor
Alice Thompson
Pat Tindale
Lawrence & Mary Tyndall Family
Mary Innes Wagner
Robert A. Wood
Charles Woolever
Peter Wybron
Greg Wysocki
Robert Younger

* Membership/Donation of $100 or
more – Thank you!
# New Member in 2018-19 –
Welcome!
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Featured Speaker, Tom Cook
Right: Good food
Photos above and right by Marilee Patterer

A Very Successful Annual Meeting
Marilee Patterer
The November 18th activities for the Friends of the
Genesee Valley Greenway Annual Meeting started with a
hike beginning at the Erie-Attica Trail parking lot in Avon.
Five participants traveled on the Erie-Attica Trail to the
Greenway Trail and back again.

Mr. Cook talked about various other historical items as
well: the underground railroad, the Cascade House (a
grand hotel at the east end of the Portage bridge), the large
estate of Col. George Williams, and the Lewis brothers
harvesting timber. Henry Wilson shot Oakland resident
Henry Devoe. Henry Wilson was hung and put on display
in a local building. Camp Portage, now the Parade

Joan Schumaker

At 4:00 PM, at the Central Presbyterian Church in Avon,
Tom Cook, a retired history teacher and local historian,
presented an informative talk, "Rambles Through History—
Exploring the Past Along the Genesee Valley Greenway in the
Town of Portage." Tom stated that the Greenway is a
wonderful place to walk and knowing history of the area
makes hiking more pleasurable. His talk included bits and
pieces about the early history of what is now the Portage
area. The major Indian village was called Onondao and
lasted until 1797 with the signing of the Treaty of Big Tree
when the Seneca Nation relinquished their right to nearly
all their traditional homeland in New York State. The early
settlers called this area Portage and by 1840 it became the
second largest town (in population) in the county because
of the canal. After the canal opened in 1852, there was
much prosperity in the area.
Four of the brave hikers on this cold day are pictured here. L-R: April
Miller, a new member from Wellsville, Mary BethTyndall from Rochester, Debbie Trubatch, a new member of the GVG State Park Enthusiast’s
Meetup Group, and Thomas Burkman from Grand Island. Irene Szabo
and her dog Abby from Bergen arrived too late for this picture, but also
managed a shorter hike that afternoon.
(Continued on page 5)
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Annual Meeting, contd.
(Continued from page 4)

Grounds, was used only two months in 1862 to train
soldiers during the Civil War. Miraculously, four out of five
returned home. In the 1830s, Thomas Cole, the famous
American landscape artist, came to paint the magnificent
scenery of the Portage Falls. The wooden train bridge was in
place over the Genesee River from 1852 to 1875. There was
also a lattice bridge over the Genesee River that was
destroyed in the 1865 flood; it crossed the river close to the
water just upstream from what we now call the Middle Falls.
Tidbits and more tidbits of history of Portage were
presented.

After hearing all these interesting bits of history, a person
can walk the Greenway in the Portageville area with a new
perspective. Thank you, Tom Cook, for a very informative
lecture.
After Tom's talk. we were treated to a wonderful
smorgasbord of food as everyone brought a delicious dish to
pass. Thanks to Jeanette Maxim and Sue Knauer for
coordinating this food event. Later the Friends had a short
business meeting. Thanks to all who participated. It was a
great event!

Meet New FOGVG Board Member Paul Schutt
Paul grew up in Henrietta, graduated from MCC in 1990
with a degree in Police Science, and started working for the
Monroe County Sheriff’s Office. His assignments through
2009 included road patrol, snowmobile patrol, motorcycle
patrol and marine patrol. In 2009 Paul was promoted to the
rank of Sergeant and continued road patrol, served as airport
supervisor, and traffic unit and tactical unit supervisor. He
retired in 2015 and is currently a youth assistant at Hilton’s
high school and a part time Deputy for the Schuyler County
Sheriff's Office.
Paul lives in the Town of Mendon with his wife and three
children (two in college). He is an avid snowmobiler and
enjoys walking on the Lehigh Trail near his home. He is a
member of the Hill & Gully Snowmobile Club in Henrietta,
a long-time Greenway Trail Adopter, and recently completed the “Game of Logging” Chainsaw Training class. We
welcome Paul and look forward to having his input as we
work to improve the Greenway for all groups of trail users.

See a PROBLEM on the Greenway?
Let Enforcement Officers Know!
IF IT’S AN EMERGENCY
Dial 911 or call
Monroe
and
Livingston Counties

Wyoming, Allegany
and
Cattaraugus Counties

585-658-4692

Call 911

Greenway law enforcement is provided by State
Park Police, working together and with state and
local police forces.
For non emergency issues call:
Park Police Dispatch
1-800– 255-3577
Greenway Park Manager
585-493-3614
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Water Control Device Installation at Hughes Street in Belfast, N.Y.
Camron Zerbian, Parks Allegany Region biologist
In the spring of 2016, State Park staff met with the
D.E.C. staff to discuss options on how to better
control water levels in the flooded canal prism
between Hughes Street and Gleason Hill Road in
Belfast. Beavers had dammed the prism on the
western side of the Genesee Valley Greenway,
thereby creating a pond of approximately 37 acres in
size. As a result, residential areas, farm fields, and the
trail were either currently flooding or are at risk of
flooding in the future.

Now, having worked with D.E.C. on a more
permanent solution, Parks plans to install an
effective water control device in the pond to
lower the water levels 18-20 inches, and give us
the ability to regulate these levels efficiently over
time. The water control device will be
constructed with a 30ft X 18-inch diameter
corrugated pipe (solid interior wall) surrounded
at the inlet by a wire mesh cage (7 ft. x 3.5 ft.)
to allow water to flow out of the main pond
north into the unflooded canal prism.
Surrounding the corrugated pipe with the wire
mesh cage will prevent beavers from plugging
the pipe with sticks, mud, stones, and other
debris. Work is expected to be complete by next
summer.
Belfast Water Control Plan overview
Refer to details of Sections A an B on the next
page.

Marilee Patterer

When the trail was under management by D.E.C, a 6inch PVC pipe was installed through the beaver dam
with the intent to keep the water level low and moreor-less in the confines of the canal prism. Over time,
the pipe became plugged with mud and debris and
was no longer functional. Since a large and beautiful
pond, rich with wildlife has developed, and the
adjoining landowners enjoy the setting, Parks’ goal is
to only regulate the water level to the extent
needed to prevent flooding across the trail. As
such, Parks staff capped the existing PVC pipe
to eliminate the possibility of the debris washing
out and consequently lowering the pond to
undesired levels. At the same time, in
consultation with D.E.C. temporary measures
were taken to lower the water level just enough
to remediate existing flooding across the trail.

Belfast Pond Now
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Belfast Water Control Project
Details of cross-sections indicated on the overview diagram on the previous page.

HDPE = High Density Polyethylene

Camron Zerbian

Be “green” and receive the Greenway News earlier.
Send your name and email address to fogvg@frontiernet.net

P.O. Box 42
Mt. Morris, NY 14510
585-658-2569
fogvg@frontiernet.net

Visit our web site!
WWW.FOGVG.ORG
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Lock 54, just west of milepost
49, and just west of Oakland
Rd. near Oakland, where a
series of locks climbed to the
level needed to crawl around
the Genesee River cliffs in
what is now Letchworth State
Park. The state has installed
a series of great interpretive
panels in this stretch where
there are so many locks.
Locks closer to Rochester
were of nicely dressed stone,
but as money ran low this far
south, the walls were crude
stone lined with wood bolted
to the stone.

Photo by Robert Szabo

