Spring 2019

Trail Adopters Needed
Joan Schumaker
In the early years of the Genesee Valley Greenway
(GVG), the Friends organized and coordinated an
Adopt-A-Trail Program where various towns, villages,
organizations, families or individuals assisted with
“routine maintenance” of the GVG by adopting
sections of the trail.
Trail adopters are expected to perform a minimum of
four (4) work sessions annually, or more as needed.
Two First Day Hikes on the Greenway Welcomed the
Routine maintenance can include mowing, trimming
New Year
around gates, cutting brush, removing blow downs,
removing trash and litter. An adopter should monitor
Photos from top:
trail conditions, signs and capital improvements and
First Day Greenway Hikers in Scottsville,
report any deficiencies, and assist with the maintenance
by Joan Schumaker
and repair of trail enhancements such as signs, benches,
Cuba First Day Hike, by Marilee Patterer
kiosks, etc. An adopter may not be expected to perform
See article on page 2
all the listed maintenance tasks and the Agreement can
be modified to fit the capabilities of an adopter. For
instance, a young Boy Scout Troop may not be able to
mow, but they can remove trash and litter, monitor trail manager for the Genesee Valley Greenway State Park, at
conditions, and assist with repairs of trail enhancements. 585-493-3614, email kristine.uribe@parks.ny.gov She is
trying to determine which of the “old” adopters from
The Friends and Parks are currently confirming existing long ago are still out there tending their adopted trail
adopters, some whom have been in place since the
segments so would love to hear from those people.
beginning of the program and deserve a big THANK
See also, Why are Trail Adopters Needed?,
YOU. This review will also identify trail sections that
on pages 4 and 5
need adopters. Adopt-A-Trail Agreements will be
updated for current adopters and completed for new
Also inside…
adopters to fill the gaps. Signs identifying the trail
adopters will be placed on the various sections of the
I Love My Park Greenway Work Days,
Greenway.
page 3
The Adopt-A-Trail coordinator for the northern
2019 Greenway Events, page 7
portion of the GVG in Monroe and Livingston
Counties is Davies Nagel (585- 243-3409). Marilee and
Egg Hunts along the Greenway, page 8
Joe Patterer (585- 968- 3555) are coordinators for the
GVG in Wyoming, Allegany, and Cattaraugus Counties.
Please contact these coordinators if you or your
organization is willing to serve as a trail adopter in any
capacity, or you can contact Kristine Uribe, Parks’
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President’s Message
Spring is here! If you have been cooped up indoors this
winter, now is the time for you to join our all-season trail
users and make time to enjoy the Greenway.
On May 4 the Friends will again be sponsoring I Love My
Park Day for the Genesee Valley Greenway State Park with
clean-up activities at three locations on the Greenway.
Please check details in this newsletter and plan to volunteer.
If May 4th does not fit your schedule, please send your
contact information to fogvg@frontiernet.net, and include
your job preferences and any relevant background (i.e.
construction, carpentry, ...). In addition to cleaning up the
GVG, there are gates to paint, benches to refurbish, and
kiosks and picnic tables to be built. There are also sections
of the GVG that need Trail Adopters. See the relevant
article in this newsletter. We have something for everyone.

Enthusiasts/ and encourage other Enthusiasts to
participate in Greenway activities.
The new FOGVG website will be launched soon and will
include an interactive Greenway map. More information
on this exciting new project will be available soon. We
continue to need Greenway photographs for the website,
especially those including trail users. Please contact me if
you can help provide photographs.
Remember to make time to
enjoy the Greenway this
spring and bring friends.

Do you know about the GVGSP Enthusiasts Meet Up
Group? There are now 364 Enthusiasts. If you are not one
of them, please join at https://www.meetup.com/GVGSP-

Janet Hughes

Spring brings more activities on the Greenway, including
the Interpretive History Hike Series that begins again in
April and the Southern Tier Hikers with their Monday hikes
beginning in late May. We plan to add additional guided
hikes and cycling opportunities on the GVG but we need
trail users to volunteer as leaders. Please contact me if you
can help us introduce more folks to the GVG.
Email: fogvg@frontiernet.net
Telephone: 585-490-3302

Two First Day Hikes on the Greenway Welcomed the New Year
(see photos on the front cover)
About 30 participants in the north met at Canawaugus Park
in Scottsville for an easy 2-mile round trip hike going north
on the Greenway along both wooded and pastoral scenes.
Greenway Park Manager Kristine Uribe welcomed hikers
and gave each a green NYS Parks head band before they
starting out. There was no snow, very little wind, and a cool
but reasonable temperature for being outdoors. This was
very different from 2018 when this hike had to be cancelled
due to extreme cold, wind and snow. After the hike, some of
the hikers gathered to enjoyed excellent pizza at Salvatore’s
Pizzeria & Saloon at 11 Main Street. Thanks to Nick for his
hospitality!
About 36 participants in the south met at the Bull Street
Parking Area in Cuba for a 2.6-mile round trip over similar
easy terrain, often following Griffin or Olean Creeks. A
number of children and several dogs were part of this outdoor adventure with hike leader Mark Landowski. There was
no snow on the ground, but there was precipitation in the

form of a cold rain-snow mix. However, this
did not seem to dampen the spirits of the
hikers.
The Palmer Opera House, located at 12 W
Main St., is less than ½ mile away from the
meet up location and was open before and
after the hike to offer handicapped accessible restrooms, hot
beverages and snacks. Hikers gathered at the Palmer House
after the hike and enjoyed a delicious assortment of treats as
they socialized. Thanks to The Palmer for the great hospitality. It was a terrific partnership event between the Genesee
Valley Greenway State Park and The Palmer Opera House.
Happy New Year to all from the Friends of the Genesee
Valley Greenway.
Reporters: Joan Schumaker for north and Marilee Patterer for
south
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2019 I Love My Park Day: Greenway Work Sites
Joan Schumaker

Saturday, May 4, I Love My Park Day
(ILMPD) – This year there are three
work sites for the Genesee Valley
Greenway State Park. Volunteers are
needed for the following projects:
1. Oakland: Help us uncover history as
we tackle the flight of Genesee
Valley Canal locks from 9:30 am to
noon, west of Nunda. Meet by the
small parking lot on Oakland Road
off Rt. 436 (42.578161, -77.971220) Be prepared to
park along the sides of Rt. 436 or Oakland Road; please
use caution. Volunteers should bring water, gloves,
rakes, pruning shears/brush cutters, insect repellant.
Wear work boots or sturdy shoes, no sandals, and
protective clothing to guard against possible damaging
brush, poison ivy, and ticks. Snacks will be available
and lunch will be provided at about 1 p.m. at the nearby
Nunda Historical Society pavilion on Rt. 436, east of
Oakland.
2. Mount Morris: In coordination with the local
municipality, there will be a general cleaning of
the Genesee Valley Greenway in the Village of Mt.
Morris from 9:30 a.m. to noon. Meet at the parking lot
on East State St. (Rt. 408) to check-in (42.726340, 77.872477), pick up a T-shirt (while supplies last) and a
heavy-duty garbage bag. Then choose a section of trail
between the parking lot near the RG&E building by the
bridge over the Genesee River and the Connor Avenue
area. We are asking volunteers to pick up litter, rake,
and remove the small sticks that litter the trail in spring.
Volunteers should bring water, gloves, rakes and insect
repellant. Snacks will be available.

3. Scottsville: In coordination with
events led by the Village of
Scottsville, there will be a general
cleaning of the Genesee Valley
Greenway in the village from 9:30
a.m. to noon. Meet at the parking lot
in Canawaugus Park, Scottsville
(43.018276, -77.747667) to checkin, pick up a T-shirt (while supplies
last) and a heavy-duty garbage bag.
Then pick a section of trail. Scottsville-West Henrietta
Rd (Rt. 253) is almost a full mile north, while Quaker
Rd (Rt. 251) is almost a full mile south. Don’t forget
the boardwalk and the bridge! We are asking volunteers
to pick up litter, rake, and remove the small sticks that
litter the trail in spring. Volunteers should bring water,
gloves, rakes and insect repellant. Snacks will be
available.
Volunteers will receive ILMPD T-shirts. We
encourage participants to Register for one of
these work sites by using the special I Love My
Park site at http://www.ptny.org/ilovemypark/
since this avoids the need to complete Volunteer
Service and Photo Release forms at the work site
on May 4. If you have questions or potential
group registrations, please email
fogvg@frontiernet.net or call Joan Schumaker at
585-490-3302. If necessary, volunteers may also
register by using this contact information.

Last year's ILMYPD volunteers receive
instructions for their projects at Little
Black Creek Park on the Greenway just
south of the airport in Rochester.
Photo by Bob Melville
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Why are trail adopters needed?
Irene Szabo

After all, now that the Greenway is a state park, isn’t
maintenance of the trail taken care of by employees
with big machines? Yes, it is, but most state
maintenance visits happen only once a year, unless
there is a report that, for instance, a big messy tree top
is lying on the trail. Imagine
trying to tend 90
miles of
trail,

back, including poison ivy! There is little trash on our
trail, but when it appears, somebody picks it up.
Bushes are clipped back when they begin to stray into
our walkway. Leafy growth in front of signage is kept
clipped back. This is where you WANT to walk!

Various groups and individuals have
come and gone as segment
adopters, Cub Scouts, local
State Park Employees
adult groups, individuals,
at work
etc., while some have
stuck with it since
the early 90s! Bob
Melville has
tended about
four miles
Above: Parks' big mower. This major tractor with side boom has a
south of
four foot mower deck at the end, which is called a boom axe. The
Scottsville
state forces try to get this mower to the whole trail once a year because it can cut back bushes. It was bought for Parks with a federal
since 1992,
grant that FOGVG (Fran Gotscik) applied for several years ago.
and
testifies
Far left: Parks' employee
that
the
Tamara Schute clearing a
satisfaction
downed tree with a chain
saw.
from his
work
is
Left: Parks' medium
Photos by
immense.
He
big riding mower,
with staff Dana
Kristine
grew up in
Schuld operating.
Uribe
Scottsville, along
the Pennsylvania
Railroad, so the
Greenway is a
continuation of his own
childhood memories. He patrols
“his” section with his wife Glenda, or
sometimes alone, plus he and his wife often help
especially that first visit to each and every spot that is Pat Tindale who still maintains her wooded segment
so necessary at this time of year, to clean up winter
north of Brook Road, as she has “forever,” too.
messes. How does one state crew get to every mile in At the south end of the Greenway, Joe and Marilee
the first spring weeks after snow is gone? And
Patterer have long tended a wonderfully scenic
EVERY mile needs mowing at the same time!
section through woods along Black Creek, north of
They can’t, of course, no matter where they start
work.

Cuba, and unsung and unseen, DEC forester Ron
Abraham has spent years clearing segments deep in
So any trail segment that also has a volunteer adopter the interior, mowing, clipping, and sawing. These
longtime volunteers work on parts of the Greenway
is always much nicer at all times of the year. Fallen
after it has moved westward away from the Genesee
sticks are picked up, leafy vines that start up a tree
River, heading toward Olean eventually.
and then stick out into walkers’ faces are clipped

(Continued on page 5)
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Why are trail adopters needed?, continued from previous page
(Continued from page 4)

I myself can testify that trail work can become so
satisfying that it becomes one’s primary hobby. Most
of my trail work over the years was on the Finger
Lakes Trail, and the more I did, the more I wanted to
do. Eventually “merely” taking a hike seemed like
loafing, when I could be beautifying a piece of trail
instead. Okay, I’m certifiable, but many trail
maintainers know that great feeling one has, walking
back out at the end of a good day of work, admiring
one’s own handiwork. So don’t worry if you pass a
seemingly preoccupied walker carrying tools, if he or
she is also smiling at some private secret.

Volunteer Irene Szabo mowing with her
own equipment in a wide open sunny
area that grows like crazy.
Photo by Gin Shear.

Birdwatching
Photo by Bob Melville
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Meet Carl Shoenthal, new FOGVG board member
and very active participant

Membership News
RENEW or become a NEW MEMBER
The FOGVG membership year is from September 1 through August 31.
If you are not presently a member, please join us.
To join or renew, go to our website at www.fogvg.org where you can download a form or complete your
membership and payment online. Those receiving this newsletter electronically can download and return the
membership form attached to the email.

A BIG THANK YOU to all our members for their generous support.
Additional Memberships & Renewals since Winter 2018 Greenway News
Crystal Abers
Thomas Burkman
Jeff Goodyear
Patricia Martin
Tom & Barb Byrnes
Hinsdale Historical Society
Joseph Readl
Fred & Gerry Sauter
James E. McCarthy
Ronald & Linda Sallade
# Paul Schutt

John O. Stanton
* Norman Wetterau
Donald Whitney
Marc & Deborah Woltag
* Membership/Donation of $100 or more –
Thank you!
# New Member in 2018-19 – Welcome!
Non-member Donations
Kristen Paganin
Kelly Krish

Eagleview

I currently serve as a Wheatland Town Council member (since 2015),Treasurer
for Cub Scout Pack 122, a licensed Professional Engineer in 14 states, and
Director for Professional Practice at Eagleview (formerly Pictometry), a national
company based in Rochester, responsible for digital aerial imagery and mapping
projects across North America. Formerly I have served in multiple design and
civil engineering capacities for small municipalities and development clients in
western N.Y. and Austin, Texas. I also co-own two small businesses with my
wife Rachel. These are based in Scottsville, within walking distance of the
Greenway: Artisan Coffeehouse and Beautiful Valley Guesthouse. We live in
Scottsville with our four children ages 2-8.
Interesting fact, my last name “Schoenthal” in German translates to “Beautiful
Valley,” which corresponds to one translation of “Genesee” in Seneca.
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2019 Greenway Events
The Genesee Valley Greenway State Park GVGSP is again offering their Historic Interpretive
Hike Series. The guide will incorporate the history of the town in which the hike is located, point out historic
canal and railroad features, and note interesting natural features along the way. Hikes will be held on the second
Saturday of each month (April through October), begin at 10 a.m., last approximately 2-3 hrs, and take place on
easy flat trail with a mixed surface of grass, cinders or stone dust. Sections near Rochester are paved.
Individual hikes are listed below and are part of the 14 hikes in the Wegmans Passport to Wellness
Program. Completion of hikes in this series makes the trail user eligible for Wegmans grocery coupons or a
NYS Parks Empire Passport. See details at http://fogvg.org/wegmans-passport-program/

Watch for additions to this schedule on www.fogvg.org
Saturday, April 13, 10:00 a.m., Historic
Interpretive Hike Series - Hike #1

City of Rochester - Genesee Valley Park to Scottsville Rd.
(Rt 383), Take Scottsville Rd and turn east onto Elmwood
Ave. Less than .25 mile on the right is the entrance to
Genesee Valley Park. (43.122845, -77.636344) Park and
meet at the trail map located in front of the Genesee
Waterways Center. 4.6 miles (round trip); 1.2 miles to
trail marker and back. Easy, paved trail that follows the
beautiful Genesee River. Cross the Erie Canal, pass under
I390, and traverse through a mixed forest area and wellmaintained commercial park. Sponsored by GVG State
Park. Questions: fogvg@frontiernet.net or
(585) 493-3614

Saturday, April 13 - Egg Hunts in
Scottsville and Mt. Morris.

Observe rich agricultural fields and blocks of forest.
Sponsored by GVG State Park. Questions:
fogvg@frontiernet.net or (585) 493-3614

Mondays, 5 PM Southern Tier Hiking
begins in late May

Some hikes will be on the Greenway, but other hikes will
be in locations around the southern tier. Consult the
Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway Facebook page
and www.fogvg.org for details.

Saturday, June 1, National Trails Day
Celebration
Watch for details

Saturday, June 8, 10 a.m., Historic
Interpretive Hike Series - Hike #5

FOGVG members will be assisting with these Egg Hunts.
Town of York, Livingston Co. – The trail runs across
(See article in this newsletter.)
Route 20 to the east of River/Batzing Roads and west of
where Routes 5 & 20 merge near the Village of Avon.
Saturday, May 4, I Love My Park Day
Park at the GVG Parking Area. (42.917272, -77.784453)
(ILMPD)
Hike Rt. 20 south to Fowlerville Rd. 6.5 miles (round trip)
This year there are three work sites for the Genesee
4.8 miles to trail marker and back. Easy, flat trail with a
Valley Greenway State Park. Volunteers are needed for
mixed surface. See remnants of canal Lock #5 and enjoy
the Greenway in Scottsville, in Mt. Morris, and at the
vistas of the Genesee River. Hike features a nice mix of
Oakland Canal Locks. (See article in this newsletter.)
forest and pastoral landscapes and crosses three Genesee
River tributaries. Sponsored by GVG State Park
Questions: fogvg@frontiernet.net or (585) 493-3614
Saturday, May 11, 10:00 a.m., Historic

Interpretive Hike Series - Hike #3

Town of Chili, Monroe County – Turn west off Scottsville
Rd (Rt 383) onto Brook Rd, parking lot is less than .25
mile on the right. (43.077376, -77.710080). Park and meet
at the parking area. Hike Brook Rd to Morgan Rd, 4.3
miles (round trip) 1.75 miles to trail marker and back.
Easy, flat trail with cinder and mixed surface. Travel on
the former Rochester Branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad
and see remnants of the Genesee Valley Canal (18401878) as well as the best-preserved lock (#2) on our trail.

Monday, June 10, 10 a.m., GVG Partners’
and Board Meeting at Humphrey Nature
Center, Letchworth State Park

Be “green” and receive the Greenway News earlier.
Send your name and email address to fogvg@frontiernet.net

P.O. Box 42
Mt. Morris, NY 14510
585-658-2569
fogvg@frontiernet.net

Visit our web site!
WWW.FOGVG.ORG
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Egg Hunts along the Greenway
Several of the villages along the Greenway hold spring events on April 13th, before
Easter, all of them geared to activities for children. Kristine Uribe with State Parks
gathered this info for us.

Mt. Morris
When: Saturday 4/13, rain date Sunday 4/20
Time: 1:00 pm til ??
Where: Bellamy Park, Mt. Morris
Free to the public
Sponsored by The Village of Mt. Morris
Parks & Recreation along with Mt. Morris
Rotary and Genesee Valley Greenway State
Park.
The egg hunt
will be divided into three
sections: 2nd
grade and
under, 3rd to
6th grade
and 7th
grade and
up. Special
prizes will be
given away
and there will
be a jellybean contest
with a grand
prize.
Scottsville Egg
Hunt 2018, photo by Joan Schumaker

Scottsville

When: Saturday, April 13th 11am - 2pm,
Rain date 4/14
Where: Johnson Park, Browns Ave.,
Scottsville
Who: Sponsored by Wheatland Recreation,
Smith Warren American Legion Post 367,
Genesee Valley Greenway State Park,
Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway
Schedule
11:00 Games, Crafts, Jellybean Contest
11:30 Egg Hunt - 1500 filled eggs - The
hunt will begin with age group 1-5. Once the
group is done, the second age group of 6-11
will have their hunt in an adjacent area. This
method was devised in hopes to make the
activity of the hunt itself last longer than 8
minutes and to keep each age group safe.
12:00 Magic Guy
12:45 Lunch - Hot Dogs, Chips, Water
1:00 Hike through town, along boardwalk
to Canawaugus Park for an egg hunt along
the Greenway. Elijah Kruger from
Letchworth’s Humphrey Nature Center will
guide a hike discussing signs of spring. More
eggs will be placed along the route for
patrons to find.
There will also be raffles, special egg hunt
prizes, goodie bags, and the Easter Bunny!!

