$6.5M Greenway Funding Announced
NYS Parks coordinated a media event on August 21 to
promote a $2.5M grant from the Ralph C. Wilson Jr.
Foundation being leveraged with other funds to support
$6.5M of work on the Genesee Valley Greenway Trail that
will help create key connections to the Empire State
Trail. The event took place at Canawaugus Park in
Scottsville, with Richard Parker, Genesee Region State
Park Director, as host. Commissioner Erik Kulleseid and
Wilson Foundation Parks & Trails Initiative Director
James J. Tighe attended and provided remarks. Some New
York State and local elected officials and FOGVG
President Joan Schumaker also spoke at this event. A video
of this event may be viewed on an August 24 post at https://
www.facebook.com/pg/FOGVG/posts/?ref=page_internal

The Wilson Foundation will provide $2.5 M, State
Parks $2.5M, and NYSDOT $1.54M. The funding
will result in complete resurfacing, signage, and
Lock 2, our best preserved lock, north of Scottsville and south of
Jefferson Rd. This is the current condition of the trail, cinder tracks
infrastructure improvements for 17 miles of the
through grass, and is part of the trail headed for improvement. Photo
Greenway Trail between Rochester and Avon,
by Bob Melville.
creation of a strategic plan for further improvements
welcome all of you who took time today to attend this
needed on the rest of the Greenway, access
improvements to the Mt. Morris greenway bridge, and significant event. This is really a wonderful day for the
GVGSP. The Friends thank the Ralph C.
partial resurfacing and signage for the
Wilson, Jr. Foundation and
trail in the Town of York in
Governor Cuomo for their major
“truly
transformative”
Livingston County. The Wilson
commitment to improving the
Foundation also has awarded an
historic Genesee Valley Greenway, one of the
additional $2.5 million (contingent on the state
state’s longest multi-use trails.
locating matching funds) to
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made the following remarks
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about $2.5M (including the match) to purchase 80 miles of
corridor and build 50 miles of trail between Rochester and
Letchworth Park. Compare that to the $6.5M funding for
the Greenway being announced today.

“On behalf of the Friends of the
GVG, I would also like to

Time to Renew, see page 11

(Continued on page 2)

Bob Melville

Fall 2019

Page 2
(Continued from page 1)

“Our expectation at the time was that cinders on the rail bed
could serve as a useable trail surface. Of course, the cinders were
also mixed with grass on most of the trail. The Greenway was about
10 years ahead of its time, since other trails like the Canalway Trail
had yet to be developed. Over the years, as new trails were built,
using new technologies and new surface materials, trail users
gravitated to those trails rather than the Greenway. While another
Transportation Enhancement grant was awarded the Greenway in
2000, with total funding of about $1.5M, and financial support
improved after the GVG became a NYS Park in 2011, there was
never enough money to resurface much trail or provide trail
enhancements.
“An upgraded trail surface and infrastructure improvements are
just what is needed for the Greenway to attain the standard of the
Empire State Trail, attract additional trail visitors, contribute to
economic activity in Greenway towns and villages, and encourage
area residents of all ages and abilities to become regular Greenway
users. The funding announced today will be the catalyst for these to
become realities. The Friends look forward to working together
with all involved in this truly transformative project.”

Photos by John Rozell, NYS Office
of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation

Joan Schumaker, President, Friends of the
Genesee Valley Greenway

Richard Parker, Genesee Region State Park Director

James J. Tighe, Wilson Foundation Parks &
Trails Initiative Director
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President’s Message
WOW! These are exciting times for all of us involved with
the Genesee Valley Greenway.

At our February meeting the Board welcomed Pam Hill to
replace Ned as an FOGVG Director. Pam was also elected
to serve as Secretary for 2019. (See the introduction to Pam
We welcome the $6.5M funds and the beginning of the
on page 10.) At the September 8 Annual Meeting the
transition of the Greenway into a trail that meets the
following current FOGVG Directors were elected to
standards of the Empire State Trail. We sincerely thank the
additional three year terms: Frances Gotcsik, Davies Nagel,
funders and all those whose work has made this
Joan Schumaker, and Irene Szabo. Charles “Chuck” Struble
opportunity a reality. (See related article on page 1.)
from Hinsdale was also elected as a new board member for
The Friends accepted an invitation to partner with
a three-year term. We welcome Chuck and will introduce
Letchworth Gateway Villages (LGV) in their application to him to you in our next newsletter.
participate in the USDA’s RURAL ECONOMIC
Yet to Come - ROC the Day and Giving Tuesday; both
DEVELOPMENT INNOVATION (REDI)
take place on December 3. These are United Way efforts
INITIATIVE. LGV’s application was selected to benefit
to support charities in the Rochester area and in NY State
from the program’s technical assistance resources to help
by raising funds and increasing visibility of New York’s
build long-term economic growth. The timing of this
nonprofits. Watch for more information as we get closer to
opportunity is perfect for the Friends since we plan to use
December 3.
this technical assistance in our new Trail Town initiative.
(See related article on page 5.)
In closing, I want to remind everyone to renew or become
a new member. Please see Membership News to
In July we responded to a request from the Allegany
determine if you need to renew. Perhaps you are not yet
County Legislature’s Trails Task Force request for
a member or your membership has lapsed. If so, please
information on the Greenway in Allegany County. Jay
consider joining us now. If you just want to donate, that is
Bailey, Regional Director, NYS Parks Allegany Region, and
fine, too. Your financial support of the Friends and the
I met with the Trails Task Force; Jay provided a
Greenway is very much appreciated.
presentation and answered questions on the GVGSP.
If you have questions or suggestions, please contact any
The GVGSP Enthusiasts Meet Up group, created 2 years
board member or contact me at fogvg@frontiernet.net or
ago, now has 446 members from all over western New
call 585-490-3302. Enjoy the Greenway!
York. However, only a few from this group have
participated in our activities, even though all members are .
automatically reminded of all GVG events. We do hope to
start attracting more Enthusiasts to our events. You can
help by joining the Meet Up Group and providing
comments on the site. To check out this site and join,
go to https://www.meetup.com/GVGSP-Enthusiasts/
Janet Hughes

Late in 2018, Lifetime FOGVG Member and longtime
Director Edward “Ned” Holmes unfortunately experienced
medical problems that prevented him from continuing on
the Board. Ned, a Retired NYS DEC Region 8 Natural
Resources Supervisor, was working to create a GVG Trail
as early as 1986, joined the FOGVG Board upon his
retirement, and served as president for six years. We have
been most fortunate to have Ned as a board member for
many years and we miss him.

Email: fogvg@frontiernet.net
Telephone: 585-490-3302
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Thank you, Camp Hard Hat
Kristine Uribe, Park Manager

July brought us many things: hot summer days,
magnificent thunderstorms, and the Greenway’s first
new building!
Camp Hard Hat is a summer day camp open to
students entering 8-10th grades, run by an organization
called the Genesee Valley Educational Partnership,
(GVEP) formerly known as Genesee Valley BOCES.
GVEP serves more than 24,000 students in 22 school
districts located in Genesee, Livingston, Steuben and
Wyoming counties. Camp Hard Hat is designed to help
youth improve their awareness of the working world
and facilitate preparation programs that will bring the
workplace to the classroom. The program also assists
with curriculum development to meet employer
requirements, and acts as liaison to connect the
business and educational communities. Sometimes the
kids tour hospitals, police stations, and fire departments
but this time they got to build something.
View of the new building from Oakland Rd, Nunda. Still waiting for its garage
For one week, these kids worked in the heat and
The enclosed rear portion will hold Park maintenance equipment, while
humidity July is so famous for. They started by erecting door.
the open area is for trail users to picnic, grille, and rest during their travels..
two-story scaffolding set up around the primary
upright posts previously installed by Genesee Regional
Maintenance. They received hands on training on how
to frame both wall and roof. One by one, the frames
were built (sometimes more than once until they passed
inspection) and the building slowly took shape. Mind
you, this was no easy task. Kids of this age typically
have not had team building experiences, nor do they
really understand the importance of listening to
directions and working together in a non-classroom
environment… with power tools! However, under the
careful instruction of Jared Radesi, trades and carpentry
teacher, and Richard Monroe, building trades and
electricity teacher, both out of Batavia BOCES, these
young adults went from anarchy on Monday to a welloiled machine by Friday. On Friday afternoon, all the
parents were invited to join the team for a hot dog
lunch and dedication ceremony honoring all those
involved. The participants got to take home a goodie
bag filled with basic tools of the trade: hard hat, tape
measure, set square, etc., donated by supporting
businesses.
Photos by Kristine Uribe

The building itself is 25 x 25 and has a dual purpose.
Half will be used as a shed for our Greenway crew equipment
and the other half will be a pavilion for our patrons with picnic
tables and a BBQ grill. The Genesee Regional Maintenance
crew will complete the siding and the roof itself.

A huge thank you to the Genesee Valley Educational
Partnership, but the biggest thank you goes to those kids who
built our first Genesee Valley Greenway State Park facility!

THANK YOU Camp Hard Hat 2019!!
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FOGVG and GVGSP to Partner with Letchworth Gateway
Villages on Genesee Valley Rural REDI Project
In our Summer Issue of the Greenway
News, Letchworth Gateway Villages
(LGV) Initiative Director Nicole
Manapol announced that the USDA
Rural Economic Development
Innovation (REDI) initiative had
selected LGV’s application to benefit
from the program’s technical assistance
resources to help build long-term economic growth.

Marilee Patterer

Almost 40 co-applicants from five different counties, including
the FOGVG and the Genesee Valley Greenway State Park
(GVGSP), participated in the application which is aimed at
revitalizing the Genesee Valley’s rural economy through
sustainable tourism and outdoor recreation.

Through cooperative agreements with leading rural development
consulting firms the REDI will provide selected applicants 12-18
months of technical assistance to develop an economic
development plan in an area of targeted strength. This technical
Nicole Manapol, Letchworth Gateway Villages
assistance will result in a strong regional economic development
(LGV) Initiative Director
plan that identifies projects that may be eligible for other Rural
Development programs and provides a blueprint for leveraging
becomes rooted locally. WealthWorks’ value chain approach is a
other federal, state, local, or private sector resources.
self-sustaining, distinctive economic development model. Value
LGV will be working with the Rural Community Assistance
chains develop from local assets, holistically building
Partnership through their WealthWorks model. Areas selected to
relationships and filling gaps to link local small businesses and
participate in this planning initiative with LGV include Allegany,
entrepreneurs with identified market demand.
Livingston and Wyoming Counties, plus rural areas within
Monroe County (Scottsville / Town of Wheatland) and Genesee The first Genesee Valley Rural REDI Planning Workshop will be
held on Friday, October 4th, in Letchworth State
County (Pavilion and Leroy). Key contributors and participants
Park. Letchworth Gateway Villages (LGV) and representatives
in this effort include but are not limited to the Genesee River
from the USDA, RCAP, WealthWorks, the Conservation Fund
Wilds, Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway, Friends of
and the outdoor recreation industry will meet for a half-day
Letchworth State Park, SUNY Geneseo, The Genesee Valley
planning workshop on growing our outdoor recreation economy
Health Partnership, the Wyoming County Chamber of
in the Genesee Valley. This is the first in-person workshop to
Commerce and Tourism, Workforce Development, Education,
Planning and Economic Development organizations in Allegany, kick off the15-month planning process with the USDA Rural
Economic Development Innovation (REDI) initiative.
Wyoming and Livingston Counties as well as multiple private
sector businesses.
In our efforts to promote the GVGSP and revitalize the rural
communities along the Greenway with bike trail tourism, the
The Rural Community Assistance Partnership (www.rcap.org)
will deliver technical assistance utilizing the WealthWorks model FOGVG is currently initiating a Trail Town Program created by
The Progress Fund https://www.progressfund.org We are
(www.wealthworks.org) focused on helping rural regions and
completing assessments of these communities and plan to follow
communities identify existing wealth or assets to build upon,
the steps taken by successful Trail Town Initiatives such as the
recognize market opportunities and connect local assets to real
Greater Allegany Passage (GAP). These steps include
market demand. WealthWorks allows local leaders to focus on
what they have—instead of what they lack—to generate multiple establishing partnerships with the communities along the GVG
forms of wealth that benefit residents today and for generations and also organizations like the LGV and the USDA REDI. We
will need to collect research from trail users and visitors, work on
to come while rooting value in local people, places, and
trail connections to some communities and on filling gaps in the
businesses. WealthWorks offers a systematic approach that
GVG, assist with economic development within the
engages a wide range of community partners in turning
communities, and eventually market the results. We plan to make
enterprising opportunities into results. This model can
use of technical assistance from the Genesee Valley Rural REDI
complement or incorporate traditional economic development
Project in this GVG Trails Town Initiative.
methods, but intentionally focuses on creating more value that
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A Very Successful Annual Meeting
Mark Getzen

On September 8th, the Friends of the Genesee Valley
Greenway held their annual meeting at the Belfast United
Methodist Church. The meeting began with a well-attended
hike led by retired DEC Senior Forester, Ron Abraham. We
visited several interesting historic landmarks associated with
the Genesee Valley Canal including the stone remains of
canal lock 90 and a nearby turning basin located near
Rockville Lake. Just northeast of the lake, we viewed a waste
weir, formerly used to drain the waters of the canal into Black
Creek as well as the nearby remains of lock number 85. Near
the waste weir and Lock 85, we also visited the historic Irish
cemetery, where some of the hikers struggled to read the
worn epitaphs on gravestones dating back to the 1830s. Few
of these interesting landmarks would have been visible
without Ron Abraham’s hard work clearing brush, weeds,
and undergrowth from the sites prior to the hike. We learned
that Rockville Lake was built to supply water to the canal and A good-sized crowd came out for Ron's walk, including a bunch of
children. Ron Abraham is the man at left.
that the canal builders had re-routed Black Creek during the
canal’s construction. After the canal was closed in 1878 and
replaced by a railroad, Black Creek was allowed to return to
The green
its original course.
backwater
After this fascinating hike, the Friends of the Genesee Valley
Greenway returned to the Belfast United Methodist Church
for an interesting presentation by Ms. Nicole Manapol,
Director of Letchworth Gateway Villages, formed in 2017 to
help the towns of Mount Morris, Perry, and Geneseo
capitalize on their proximity to Letchworth State Park by
promoting economic growth and tourism related to the park.
Her presentation made it clear that similar economic
opportunities exist for communities here in Allegany County
due to their location near the Genesee Valley Greenway State
Park. Ms. Manapol has already reached out to Allegany
County leadership, who are interested in building an Outdoor
Recreation Economy in our area.

remaining in
one old lock
remnant isn't
very inviting,
but it's kind of
cool that the
lock still holds
water.

Ron showed the
group structures
ancillary to canal
operation, which
he had rendered
easier to see and
approach by doing
a LOT of weed
whacking!

Following Ms. Manapol’s presentation, the Friends of the
Greenway enjoyed a delicious dish-to-pass dinner, which
included a wide variety of unusually tasty main-course items,
as well as appetizers, beverages, and desserts. No one went
away hungry!
Following dinner, members held their annual meeting, led by
President Joan Schumaker, who presented her annual report.
The meeting also included a financial report and approval of
the 2020 annual budget, a presentation by Greenway Park
Manager, Ms. Kristine Uribe, and the election of new
directors.

Just off the
canal towpath
is this very old
cemetery .

All photos by Marilee Patterer
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Hinsdale Efforts Continue
Kristine Uribe, Park Manager

There has been some recent action at our southernmost part of
the trail and it all started with the local Girl Scouts. The girls
wanted to do a community project and found their way to the
Genesee Valley Greenway. Over the years, the section was
utilized as a dump, and the vegetation grew in thick. The large
group of Scouts and family alike rolled up their sleeves and by
the end of the day, hauled out two pickup truck loads of
garbage. An excellent day’s work indeed; however, some items
had to be left because the vegetation was too thick to get
through.

sun exposure it will continue to firm up. Attention should be
paid to footing, and although there is still much to do in terms
of additional cleanup and adding amenities, the section officially
opened on July 8th.

Those wishing to visit the new section can do so by taking Rt
16 in Hinsdale and turn east onto Flannigan Rd (Rt 26) just
south of Interstate 86. Take the second left onto Main St
(Google calls it Old State Rd), turn left at the "Y", and park at
the dead end. Our yellow gates are on the right. Please do not
park directly in front of this, or any Greenway gate while
How could Parks not respond to a community coming together visiting the park. This guarantees access by emergency
for something they felt strongly enough to do something about. personnel and/or staff if needed. Parts of this trail are
And the kids. They wanted to do it. They wanted to make a
sandwiched between the canal prism, which has become a
wetland, and Oil Creek. This partly sunny wooded section
difference. They wanted to give back to their community.
offers abundant wildlife. Currently, the section dead-ends which
They did.
is clearly denoted by a stake with marking tape and very
A meeting was set to walk the section and assess the possibility overgrown vegetation. Please respect the boundaries of the
adjacent landowners while
of opening it up, using that term quite literally of course. In
exploring the Greenway.
most areas, the section was maybe two feet across, basically a
footpath that we needed to open into a "super highway.” After
What's next? Hinsdale is
the hike, a plan of attack was created and a timeline began to
celebrating their 200th
emerge. Since specialized equipment can be pricey, parks are
anniversary in 2020, and the
known to share equipment with each other; such was the case
Greenway is working with their
here. A Bobcat with a forestry head attachment was coming
bicentennial board on programs
from Allegany State Park, Allegany Region (very close to
to help with the festivities.
Pennsylvania), and the brush hog attachment was in Hamlin
Future plans for the Hinsdale
Beach State Park, Genesee Region (on Lake Ontario), all of
section include but are not
which had to be loaded and hauled to Hinsdale in Cattaraugus
limited to staking out locations
County by the designated crew donated by Allegany State Park.
for viewsheds, benches, and
By working with the maintenance staffs at Hamlin Beach,
wayfinding signage. We would
Allegany Regional, and Allegany Quaker, I was able to enjoy a
also like to identify and partner
5.5 hour journey across our beautiful state in a one-ton dump
with organization(s) interested
truck and delivered that brush hog attachment. It was the first
in adopting and maintaining the
day of summer with perfect partly cloudy weather. It was also
Before
trail section. Those interested
one of those days you live for in life…seeing the progress of
should call the Park Manager,
people helping people, first hand.
Kristine Uribe, at
(585) 493-3614.
While families were gathering during the week of July 4th, the
crew opened the yellow gates on Old Rd 16, coated themselves
Go Greenway!!
in layers of bug repellent, and set forth with saw, weedwhacker,
and marking tape. They carved out fallen trees and marked
areas heavy with debris. Then the Bobcat came in with its
forestry head, removing the larger growth such as small trees
and large brush. Attachments were switched and the brush hog
was used, enabling the crew to open up the trail even more. The
crew finished off with a York rake in an attempt to further
Photos by Kristine Uribe
smooth out the trail and then removed the majority of the cut
vegetation. The original railbed had formed a thick layer of
organic material on top which remained soft under the canopy
that had grown up over the years. Removing the vegetation left
the surface somewhat spongey at first; however, with increased
After
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A super beautiful day on the trail …

two pages of photos by Marilee Patterer
From September 21 Cuba Greenway Hike

A fabulous group of hikers on a
super beautiful day. Thanks to all
who participated. The Greenway
was certainly well used today.
Marilee Patterer

The Cuba section parallels the old canal prism which still includes a running
stream. Here there is a bridge over a tributary.
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… near Cuba

Here the canal and eventual Pennsylvania Railroad branch to Rochester was crossed by the Erie's
"High Line," a shortcut built to Cuba from the Dalton area in 1911 to get out of a lot of hilly route
when the train didn't really need to go to Buffalo so could go kitty-corner down toward
Pennsylvania. The high bridge over the Genesee River just north of Belfast, evidenced now only by
major concrete footers in the valley between NY 19 and the river, once carried the High Line. So
little Cuba was once served by both the Erie and the Pennsylvania Railroads.

Bikers pass the hikers on this beautiful day.
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FOGVG’s new secretary, Pam Hill, introduces herself
I am involved in many groups as I love working and
meeting people and am also a member of Genesee Valley
Council on the Arts, Mount Morris Parent Teacher
Student Association, Partners for Progress in Mount
Morris, and on The Trailtown Committee. In addition to
being secretary of FOGVG, I am also continuing as
secretary for the Caledonia Trail Blazers Snowmobile
Club, a position I have held since 2010.

My husband Doug and I have lived in Mount Morris for
33 years and have four grown children and 3
grandchildren. We co-own two small businesses, Hill
Jewelry and Hillside Welding and Fabrication in Mount
Morris.

Supplied

I work at the Livingston County Center for Nursing and
Rehabilitation as a telephone operator/receptionist and
also work as a substitute at Mount Morris Central School
in Mount Morris.

We live down the road from beautiful Letchworth State
Park, the Greenway, GVCA (Genesee Valley Council on
the Arts), GVEP (Genesee Valley Education Partnership)
and MMCS (Mount Morris Central School) so I feel we
have “Everything right in our own Back Yard!”
— Pam Hill

August scheduled bike ride Scottsville to Avon
Ron Abraham’s comment on the bike ride he led on
August 24:
"The ride went well. There were just three of us, me, Don from
North Chili and Matt from Scottsville. Cool morning but
perfect weather for the ride! Don rode with us as far as the
junction with the Erie-Attica Trail and then headed back
toward Scottsville. Matt and I rode the Erie-Attica into Avon,
had a bite to eat at the Village Restaurant, and then headed
back to Scottsville. Saw two ospreys, a green heron, and 30 or
40 cross-country runners."

Ron Abraham
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Membership News
TIME TO RENEW
The time to renew or become a new member is now. The FOGVG membership year is from September 1
through August 31. A complete list of 2018-19 Members is below. Those in bold are already members for
2019-20. If you are not presently a member, renew or become a new member for 2019-20.
To join or renew, use the membership envelope in this newsletter or go to our website at www.fogvg.org where
you can either download a form or complete your membership and payment online.
Join the Friends to ensure that you continue to receive the newsletter electronically or by the USPS. As a
member you may elect to have paper newsletters mailed to you.

WE THANK ALL OUR MEMBERS & FRIENDS for their generous support.
2019-20 Members
Ron & Mary Abraham
Stuart & Yu Chin Allen
Joan & Bob Armbruster
Andrea Barber
Neil & Peggy Bellenger
*Kay K. Bennett
*Louise Bickel
Richard M. Bigg
Deb & Joe Borer
George & Nancy Brinkwart
Thomas Burkman
Michael S. Buskus
Tom and Barb Byrnes
Caledonia Trailblazers Snowmobile Club
Harold & Ann Castle
David Crowley
Ronald De Groff
John & Carolyn DeHority
Jim DeVinney
*Tony D'Imperio & Louise Michaud
Cody & Katie Donahue
Ruth &Don Dorrough
*Chris & Michelle Dudley
*Roger L. Easton Jr.
Joyce Ermer
Dave Fergusson
# Hoss Firooznia
Paul & Gay Frame
Fred & Melinda. Franzwa
Paul & Vicky Gaeta
Mark Getzin
Coleridge Gill
Jeff Goodyear
*George & Fran Gotcsik
Peter Gradoni
Carole & Timothy Grooms
Mary R. Gulesano
*Jeffrey Hennick
*Myra Herlihy
# Pam Hill
Hill and Gully Riders Snowmobile Club
Hinsdale Historical Society
Edward“Ned” Holmes (Life Member)

John & Gretchin Holtz
*Alan Hopenwasser
*Harry Howe
Peter & Sally Humphrey
*James C. Hutton
Lois Judd
#*John Kantrosdki & Linda Bergholtz
Jon Kapecki & Jeanne Kae
Allen Kerkeslager
David L. Kipp
*James & Susan Knauer
*Lakeland Rovers Hiking Club
Paul & Roberta Mac Lean
Patricia Martin
James & Jeanette Maxim
Michele Mc Call & Amy Stanley
James E. McCarthy
James Mc Master
Than Mehlenbacher
*Sanford & Jill Miller
#April Miller
Davies Nagel
Joe & Marilee Patterer
Rich & Val Perkins
Ric Perry
Pete & Sue Piraino Family
Joseph Readl
David & Ruth Reid
Jean Richmond
# *John Ridge
Jennifer Ries-Taggart
Thomas Rodwell
Anne Roth-Blizzard
Gary & Cheryl Rouleau
Ronald & Linda Sallade
*Fred & Gerry Sauter
Carl Schoenthal
*Joan Schumaker
Larry & Joy Seaman
David A Shaw
* Stephanie Spittal
*John O. Stanton
Robert L Stear & Gary R. Maneebey

Greta Stephany
Dave & Beth Stevick
David & Grace Strong
David & Lisa Swaciak
*Irene Szabo
Jo Taylor
Alice Thompson
*Pat Tindale
Lawrence/Mary Tyndall Family
George D. Van Arsdale
# Louise & Will Wadsworth
Mary Innes Wagner
Jeanne & Rob Walk
Tania Werbizky & Brad Edmondson
*Norman Wetterau
Robert Wheeler
Donald & Roberta Whitney
Marc & Deborah Woltag
Robert A. Wood
Charles Woolever
Peter Wybron
*Greg Wysocki
Robert Younger
John Yunker
Business Memberships
*Ricard Ash, C. P. Ward, Inc.
*Drawing Borer'd Inc.
Non Member Donations
Kelly Krish
Barbara McIver & Robert Wason
Kristin Paganin
Memorial Gifts
Lakeland Rovers Hiking Club
in Memory of Donna McCagg

* Membership/Donation of $100 or
more – Thank you!
# New Member in 2018-19 –
Welcome!

Be “green” and receive the Greenway News earlier.
Send your name and email address to fogvg@frontiernet.net

P.O. Box 42
Mt. Morris, NY 14510
585-658-2569
fogvg@frontiernet.net

Visit our web site!
WWW.FOGVG.ORG

Board of Directors
Joan Schumaker
President
Davies Nagel
Vice-President
Joe Patterer
Vice-President
Pam Hill
Secretary
Fran Gotcsik
Treasurer
Crystal Abers
Jeff Goodyear
Pam Hill
Marilee Patterer
James Maxim
Carl Schoenthal
Paul Schutt
Steph Spittal
Charles Struble
Irene Szabo
Irene Szabo
Newsletter Editor
Jo Taylor
Layout
Send your photos and
stories to Irene at
treeweenie@aol.com

www.facebook.com/
FOGVG/
www.facebook.com/
Genesee-ValleyGreenway-State-Park475076135976335/

Volunteers
Greenway volunteers are very important
and we owe a BIG THANK YOU to these
recent volunteers.
Ron Abraham led a bike ride in August and
numerous recent hikes, including a very special hike for the Annual Meeting where he
cleared paths through heavy brush to provide
access to treasures like Lock #90.
Marilee Patterer continues to schedule
numerous hikes for her Southern Tier Hikers
and Greenway folks. Leaders include Jim
Pomeroy, Ron Abraham and Marilee.
Jim and Jeanette Maxim organized the
kitchen for the dish-to-pass dinner at our
Annual Meeting and provided paper goods
and beverages. A special thanks to Jeanette
who spent most of her time in the kitchen.
For many years, Coleridge Gill, Dave
Shaw, and Larry Seaman have manned the
FOGVG Rest Stop at the Highlander Cycle
Tour, an annual charity bicycle tour in the
Finger Lakes area. The tour took place on
Sept. 14th and they once again covered this
event for us. The Highlander Cycle Tour is a
supporter of the Friends.

Greenway Events
Remember to check the FOGVG Facebook Page,
FOGVG website, or the GVGSP Enthusiasts Meet
Up Group for additional activities on the Greenway
and nearby trails.
Saturday, Oct. 12, 10:00 AM, Historic Interpretive Hike
Series - Hike #13: Route 305 to Tibbetts Hill Rd: This hike is in
Allegany County, starts in the Town of Belfast and ends in the Town
of New Hudson. The guide will incorporate the history of the town,
point out historic canal and railroad features, and note interesting
natural features along the way. Park and meet at the parking lot on the
east side of Route 305 between Baragon Hill Rd (east side of Rt 305)
and Gleason Hill Rd. (west side of Rt 305). 42.302822,
-78.163094). Easy, flat trail with a mixed surface. This section is heavily
wooded and traverses through forested wetlands offering numerous
opportunities to view wildlife. Approximately 2 hrs. 6.8 miles (round
trip), 4.2 miles to Wegman’s marker and back.
Note: There are 14 hikes in the Wegmans Passport to Wellness
Program. Completion of hikes in this series makes the trail user
eligible for Wegmans grocery coupons or a NYS Parks Empire
Passport. See details at http://fogvg.org/wegmans-passportprogram/
Monday, October 21, 10:00 AM GVG Partners’ Meeting, :
Location TBA. Watch for details
Saturday, December 7, 10:00 AM GVG Partners’ Meeting, :
Humphrey Nature Center, Letchworth State Park

