
 

 

G 
enesee Valley Conservancy has added a new 
conservation project along Genesee Valley 
Greenway State Park in York this spring. 
Located between miles 18 and 21 of the trail, 

this farmland project protects 2.4 miles of land directly 
adjacent to the Park, preserving the views and rural land-
scapes enjoyed while recreating on the trail. 

Two conservation easements placed on Batzing Farms will 
prevent the subdivision and loss of over 600 acres of 
important farmland in the Genesee Valley forever. The 
conservation easements allow the land to remain owned by 
the Batzing family for continuation of their 5th generation 
farm. Landowners Monica, Scott, and daughter Sarah 
Batzing, worked with Genesee Valley Conservancy to place 
these conservation protections on their farm. 

The project, endorsed by the Town of York, Livingston 
County, and New York State, is significant because of the 
high-quality farmland it includes. Preserving highly produc-
tive soils is important to ensure local food production 
continues. The property boasts 56% USDA Prime soils, 
some of the best ground in New York State.  

Through the past century, the farm has grown dairy forages, 
cash crops including potatoes, sweet corn, peas, cabbage, 

and small grains on the extremely fertile and productive land 
to supplement their dairy enterprise. Today, the farm 
remains primarily a dairy operation, while continuing to mix 
in other agricultural production to diversify their business. 

Genesee Valley Conservancy, celebrating its 30th year of 
local land conservation in 2020, has completed over 21,000 
acres of conservation work in the Genesee Valley. The 
Batzing project is among a select few that are adjacent to the 
Greenway. When farmland and open space conservation are 
possible adjacent to an existing State Park or other protected 
lands, the benefits of the project are enhanced. 

In addition to protecting the Batzing farm for its agricultural 
values and economic returns, this project 
now enhances the user experience enjoyed 
along the Greenway trail. Users will 
continue to enjoy the rural benefits of this 
trail, scenic views of the Genesee River 
and agricultural fields, not tract housing or 
largescale development.  

The Batzing project is Genesee Valley 
Conservancy’s seventh conservation 
project directly adjacent to Genesee Valley 
Greenway State Park. In the Town of 
Leicester, between miles 29 and 32, several 
similar open space conservation projects 
were previously completed that similarly 
buffer the Park from development and 

(Continued on page 3) 

Farmland Protected Along Greenway in York 
Ben Gajewski 

Executive Director, Genesee Valley Conservancy  
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 President’s Message 

A 
 lot has changed since the Spring 2020 issue of 
the Greenway News. COVID-19 has kept most 
of us staying at home, scheduled Greenway hikes 
and events like I Love My Park Day and 

National Trails Day have been cancelled, and Greenway 
meetings are now on Zoom. However, for those seeking to 
get outdoors, the GVG and other nearby trails, such as 
those at Letchworth, have remained open to those willing to 
practice social distancing and wear masks. I do hope that 
you have been able to spend some time on the Greenway or 
will do so in the near future. 

If you have been following the GVGSP Facebook posts, 
you are aware that the much-anticipated resurfacing project 
of the GVG started this June and will result in trail closures. 
See the article on page 4 for details and remember to check 
the GVGSP Facebook posts or catch Facebook Live for 
updates as the work progresses northward. We will also post 
progress on our website at www.fogvg.org  

Please note the request on page 7 Pfor volunteers to help 
survey and report invasive species on trails in the Finger 
Lakes region. This is a great excuse to get out on the GVG 
or other trails during this time of COVID-19 and all you 
need is a tablet or a smart phone to participate in this 
survey. Early detection of invasives and knowing their 
location is essential in the effort to protect NYS from 
invasive species. You can even select the FOGVG as your 
organization even though you may survey trails other than 
the GVG.  

In the Summer 2019 newsletter GVGSP Manager Ktistine 
Uribe talked about this survey project, the discovery of 
invasives being transported from the Parade Grounds 
portion of Letchworth to sections of Greenway near Picket 
Line and Hay Roads. It was decided to install a Boot Brush 
Station in the Oakland area to help curb the spread of 
invasive plant species to the GVG going north. While the 
station is ready, it still needs to be installed in the Oakland 
area. Please email me at fogvg@frontiernet.net if you can 
help with the installation of this Boot Brush Station. 

The Friends continue to partner with Letchworth Gateway 
Villages (LGV) and the REDI Genesee Valley Region 
Network to help advance FOGVG goals for communities 

along the Greenway. LGV has applied to the Northern 
Border Regional Commission for funding to establish a Trail 
Town Destination Program in six communities in 
Livingston County. If this grant application is approved, the 
program will serve to advance current efforts the FOGVG 
is pursuing to establish trail towns along the GVG. See 
article on page 5. 

Good news from the Genesee Valley Conservancy involves 
the addition of the Batzing Family property in the Town of 
York to other properties along the GVG that are now 
protected and will remain as farmland. This action assures 
that agricultural vistas enjoyed by Greenway users today will 
still be there for future generations and we sincerely 
appreciate the work of the Genesee Valley Conservancy. See 
article on page one. 

Remember to renew your membership or join as a new 
member. We look forward to a time when we can again 
schedule hikes and Greenway events. Our Annual Meeting 
will still take place this fall but may be held remotely. We 
will let you know when arrangements are complete. You can 
also watch for details on our 
website and Facebook Page.  

If you have questions or 
suggestions, please contact any 
board member or contact me at 
fogvg@frontiernet.net or call 
585-490-3302. Enjoy the 
Greenway! 
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Email: fogvg@frontiernet.net  
Telephone: 585-490-3302 

http://www.fogvg.org
mailto:fogvg@frontiernet.net
mailto:fogvg@frontiernet.net
mailto:fogvg@frontiernet.net
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protect the scenic views enjoyed by those using the trail. 

Scenic benefits of this project are not held exclusively to those using the Park. The project 
protects over 2 miles of scenic views along public roads in York, helping maintain the 
character and rural landscape that is valued locally.  

With land along the Genesee River, the Batzing project also takes special consideration for 
the potential negative impacts that farming can have on water quality. A special provision 
in the conservation agreement addresses the 1.7 miles of frontage that the farm has on the 
Genesee River and requires a 60 ft. permanent vegetative riparian buffer between the 
Genesee River and farm activities. Additionally, the established riparian buffer of mixed 
hard and softwood trees, shrubs and grasses provides excellent habitat for a broad variety 
of native wildlife along the shoreline of the Genesee River. The Batzing project is the 
eleventh along the Genesee River for Genesee Valley Conservancy. 

Public open spaces, like Genesee Valley Greenway State Park, are taking on an increased 
importance this year (under unfortunate circumstances). Adding protections to buffer the 
trail like the Batzing Farm conservation project, will help ensure that the trail maintains its 
character. 

Those interested to learn more about the conservation work of Genesee Valley Conserv-
ancy including considerations for your own property can visit www.geneseevalleyconservancy.org. 

Farmland Protected Along the Greenway (Continued from page 1) 

Membership News 

RENEW or become a NEW MEMBER 

The FOGVG membership year is from September 1 through August 31. 

If you are not presently a member, please join us. Memberships and renewals received now will not expire 
until September 1, 2021. To join or renew, use the membership envelope in this newsletter or go to our website 
at www.fogvg.org where you can either download a form or complete your membership and payment online.  

Join the Friends to ensure that you continue to receive the newsletter electronically or by the USPS. As a member 
you may elect to have paper newsletters mailed to you.  

As usual, a BIG THANK YOU to all our members for their generous support.  

Additional 2019-20 Members and Renewals since the Spring 2020 News  

2019-20 Members 

Hal Bauer & Gayle Mosher 
Thomas Burkman 
Paul & Gay Frame 
Hinsdale Historical Society 
Lois Judd 
#Paul Kreher Family 
Paul & Roberta Mac Lean 
Joseph Readl 
*#David Tilley  
#Walter Pond Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Early 2020-21 Memberships 

Hal Bauer & Gayle Mosher 
Thomas Burkman 
Paul & Gay Frame 
Fred & Melinda Franzwa 
*Jeffrey Hennick 
Hinsdale Historical Society 
Lois Judd 
James & Jeanette Maxim  
April Miller 
* Sanford & Jill Miller  
Joseph Readl 
David Tilley 
#Walter Pond Family 
*Allen Kerkeslager  
   

* Membership/Donation of $100 or 
more – Thank you!  

# New Member in 2019-20 Welcome!  
 
Memorial Gifts 

In Memory of Charles “Bud” Van Arsdale 
(See tribute to Bud in Spring 2020 
Greenway News) 

Laurie & Michael Clark 
Nancy Elson Fritch 
Gary Gates 
George & Fran Gotcsik 
Thomas & Deborah Lee Molano 
Alice M. Spitzer 
Priscilla Ten Hagen 
Richard & Maria Walczak   
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S 
o much has happened since the last newsletter that 
it seems like a completely different world now. 
While everyone was donning masks, becoming 
reacquainted with themselves, and living under 

new rules, the Greenway sat patiently waiting as she has 
done for years. The rough hidden gem known mainly to 
those who live near or had a hand in creating her was 
about to become a new-found paradise for many.  

In order to comply with social distancing, the more well-known 
parks with large parking areas had to cut their parking in half 
and shut down many of their amenities such as bathrooms, 
concessions, pavilions, and camping. This caused many to look 
off the beaten path for some solace and outdoor fun. For once, 
the lack of amenities the Greenway offers, such as parking, 
picnic tables, and restrooms, was actually a draw under social 
distancing guidelines. Increases of up to 500% in some areas 
were not uncommon to see on the trail in March, April and 
May. How did this happen when the Greenway lacks 
wayfinding signage? 

To further assist parks and patrons, park manager Kristine 
Uribe decided to bring the GVG into the 21st century. She used 
Facebook Live to highlight well-known areas in Scottsville and 
Mt. Morris, as well more rural destinations located in Cuba, 
Belfast and Rossburg. At first, the intention was to bring the 
outside in for those who could not leave their home. However, 
after seeing the attendance rise after a section was highlighted, it 
was clear these videos were not only increasing traffic for the 
Greenway and surrounding communities, but also taking the 
pressure off other parks by informing patrons of additional 
nearby places to explore.  

In many of the promos, you can hear 
Kristine saying "We have 90 miles and plenty 
of room to spread out" ..and the people did. 
With only a few areas of concern referred to 
as "hot spots," the majority of patrons 
policed themselves when it came to parking 
and facemasks. Families with strollers could 
be seen enjoying the sunshine, even though 
the trail surface wasn't the easiest to 
maneuver a stroller through. Kids ran ahead 
of their parents, racing each other to 
investigate the next tree or frog or bird they 
spotted. Then you have the stories you hear 
from medical personnel, using the park to 
restore their mental state and reenergize 
before they must don their masks again for 
the next 72+ hours.  

While the Greenway was enjoying a 
newfound spotlight, there was still plenty 
going on in the background, such as 
getting the 17-mile resurfacing project off 
the ground. Once Covid came into full 
swing, many Park projects across the state 
were put on hold; however, the resurfacing 
project is considered vital and was one of 

the last projects approved before everything shut down. Whew! 
Regardless of the approval, there were still many hurdles to 
overcome, but after smoothing them out we are hitting the 
ground running.  

The trail resurfacing project is from Rt. 5 in Avon to Ballantyne 
Rd in Rochester. Culverts under the trail will be repaired while 
the project heads north and resurfacing will be completed on 
the return trip south. Once a section is closed for culvert work, 
it will remain closed until it is resurfaced. Currently, there is a 
closure from the Erie-Attica Trail (EAT) junction, north for 
one mile. As culvert work progresses, the closure will continue 
north. The section from Rt. 5 to the EAT will remain open 
until the resurfacing phase. The best way to navigate the closed 
section right now is to use the small parking area off West River 
Rd (42.983040, -77.743401), across from the Livingston Office 
Park, about five miles north of Rt. 5. This parking area is for 
the Lehigh Valley Trail (LVT). Take this trail about 3,000' east 
to the GVG and head south until the closure and turn around.  

Please do not use any of the farm lanes from River Rd to 
the Greenway. These lanes are private property and their 

use is considered trespassing. 

The project has until May 2021 to be completed. To catch 
Facebook Lives, or any new posts from the 
park, click the Facebook page link provided and 
click "Like". Next, hover the pointer over the 
drop-down menu next to "Following" and click 
on the pencil next to "In Your Newsfeed" and 
"Notifications" to set your preference as to how 
often you wish to be notified. The only way to 
catch a Facebook Live is to turn on 
notifications.  

A big 90-mile thank you goes out to all of you 
who are following current social distancing 
guidelines, being patient with our construction, 
continuing your support, and for making the 
Greenway your new go-to. Have a great 
summer!   

And the Greenway Marched On  
Kristine Uribe, Park Manager Genesee Valley Greenway 

For updates on the project, please check our website https://parks.ny.gov/parks/189/details.aspx and Facebook 
page https://business.facebook.com/GeneseeValleyGreenwayStatePark/?business_id=10152577167410938. 

Kristine Uribe 

https://parks.ny.gov/parks/189/details.aspx
https://business.facebook.com/GeneseeValleyGreenwayStatePark/?business_id=10152577167410938
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L 
etchworth Gateway 
Villages (LGV), in 
collaboration with a 
broad coalition of 

community, municipal and 
county stakeholders, is seeking 
Northern Border Regional 
Commission (NBRC) funding 
to establish a Trail Town 
destination program in six 
communities in Livingston 

County (Nunda, Mount Morris, Leicester, Geneseo, York 
and Avon). This continues LGV’s ongoing efforts to bolster 
the Genesee Valley Region’s outdoor recreation economy. 
The proposed Trail-Town Destination Program will serve to 
advance current efforts the FOGVG is pursuing in 
Livingston County and throughout the Genesee Valley 
Greenway State Park region. 

The GVG passes through the Genesee Valley in Monroe, 
Livingston, Wyoming and Allegany counties and goes 
through or is connected to the rural communities in these 
counties. In our efforts to promote the GVGSP and 
revitalize these rural communities with bike trail tourism, the 
FOGVG initiated a Genesee Valley Greenway Trail Town 
Program in 2019. Our model is the program created by The 
Progress Fund at https://www.progressfund.org. We have 
completed assessments of some communities along the 
GVG in an attempt to determine their readiness and steps 
needed to become Trail Towns and hubs for economic 
development. However, we lack the technical assistance and 
resources needed to assist communities in their efforts to 
become economic hubs and look forward to working with 
LGV to establish a model Trail Town Destination Program 
in Livingston County. This model program can then be used 
for other communities along the Genesee Valley Greenway. 

The NBRC is a partnership between the federal government 
and the States of Maine, New Hampshire, New York and 
Vermont. Its mission is to catalyze regional, collaborative, 
and transformative community economic development 
approaches that alleviate economic distress and position the 
region for economic growth. Livingston County falls within 
the NBRC region  and Letchworth State Park, on the 
western border of Livingston County, attracts almost one 
million visitors each year. The FOGVG would like to entice 
more of these visitors to experience the GVG, but many of 
the communities along the GVG lack amenities and 
accommodations to attract trail users. This makes Livingston 
County a perfect location for LGV’s Trail Town destination 
program. 

Project components will include:  

 Destination capacity building for each municipality (e.g., 
business coaching and digital transformation support, 
destination marketing training, networking and 
assessment).  

 Development of consistent trail town branding 
guidelines for signage, wayfinding and other marketing 
assets.  

 Trail town enhancements, including kiosks, signage and 
wayfinding, trailhead improvements, and public art that 
improve trail to town connectivity. 

 Development of a revolving loan fund to support new 
venture creation that advances outdoor recreation 
tourism, now and into the future. 

The total estimated cost for this project is $288,708 with a 
request of $168,204 from NBRC and a $120,504 match 
provided by LGV. The very impressive, lengthy, and detailed 
NBRC funding application was expertly prepared by LGV 
Executive Director Nicole Manapol. We thank Nicole and 
the LGV Board for all their work and support of this Trail-
Town initiative. 

Our current partnership with LGV in a USDA Rural 
Economic Development Innovation (REDI) Initiative is 
proving to be very valuable to FOGVG as we work with 
other organizations and communities to advance our Trail-
Town initiative. We look forward to extending this 
cooperation through a successful application to NBRC for a 
Genesee Valley Trail Town Destination Program in 
Livingston County.  

Joan Schumaker 

Mt. Morris State St. Street Kiosk 

A Genesee Valley Trail Town Destination Program  

https://www.progressfund.org
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Information gathered from various websites 

I 
n 2018, a long term rail-banking lease between the Erie 
Cattaraugus Rail Trail, Inc, (ECRT), and the Buffalo-
Pittsburgh Rail Road (B&PRR) was finalized with the 
purpose to build and maintain a multi-use recreational 

trail along the former rail corridor. 

Thanks to support and funding from the Ralph C. Wilson, 
Jr. Foundation and the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Legacy Funds 
administered by the Community Foundation for Greater 
Buffalo, in 2019 GObike hired Alta Planning & Design to 
conduct a feasibility study to assess converting the 80-mile 
rail right-of-way to a multi-use trail.   

The proposed multi-use trail will follow the Buffalo-
Pittsburgh rail corridor to the greatest extent possible, 
picking up from the 750-mile Empire State Trail in the City 
of Buffalo, passing through twenty towns and villages within 
Erie and Cattaraugus Counties to connect to the Genesee 
Valley Greenway in Hinsdale or Cuba. The route crosses 
through Salamanca and the Seneca Nation of Indians, the 
Cattaraugus Mountains, and the scenic 1890 Cascade bridge 
that connects both counties.  

In 2020, GObike and Alta Planning & Design formed a 
steering committee with the two counties, 11 towns, three 
villages, and associated stakeholders to guide the feasibility 
study.  On May 13, GObike and Alta Planning & Design 
held a Virtual Public Meeting that included the following: a 
review of the Study Area and Typical Conditions; Best 
Practices - trail surfaces, design, road crossings, on-road 
routes; a Case Study; Common Concerns and Examples; 
Trail Oriented Development - Trail Towns; and Develop 
Plan Recommendations - identify alternatives & select a 

preferred route.  Stakeholder/Outreach Events were 
completed in June, but the May 13 Virtual Meeting and an 
interactive map with layers of data and public comments can 
be reviewed at https://gobikebuffalo.org/project/southern-
tier-trail-feasibility-study. A Draft Plan is to be completed 
and presented in mid-July. 

The Southern Tier Trail website summarizes numerous 
benefits of the proposed rail trail including:   

Connectivity - connecting Western New York region to 
other parts of New York State and beyond;  

Economy - positive economic impacts to towns and villages 
from recreation-based tourism;  

Health and Well-Being - residents would benefit from an 
increase in physical activity and the resulting health benefits 
(Studies show that every $1 invested in recreation trails yields 
$3 in direct medical benefit);  

Environment - multi-use trails protect open space and 
provide corridors for wildlife;  

Transportation - trails provide transportation alternatives;  

Safety - off-road trails provide safe recreational 
opportunities; and  

Education - The B&PRR was built 
to transport coal between upstate 
New York and Pennsylvania in the 
late 1800s.  

Trails provide the opportunity for 
trail users to discover local history, 
ecology, and natural heritage. 
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The Southern Tier Trail Plan 
Connecting Buffalo to the Genesee Valley Greenway 

https://gobikebuffalo.org/project/southern-tier-trail-feasibility-study
https://gobikebuffalo.org/project/southern-tier-trail-feasibility-study
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What is the Finger Lakes PRISM?  
The Finger-Lakes PRISM is one of eight Partnerships for 
Regional Invasive Species Management in New York State. 
Partnerships are comprised of diverse stakeholder groups 
created to address threats posed by invasive species across New 
York State and include federal and state agencies, resource 
managers, non-governmental organizations, industries, 
recreationists, and interested citizens.  The NYS DEC provides 
financial support, via the Environmental Protection Fund, to 
host organizations that coordinate each of the eight PRISMs, 
resulting in statewide coverage. 

What is an Invasive Species? 
An invasive species is one that is non-native to the ecosystem 
under consideration and whose introduction causes, or is likely 
to cause: economic harm - Impacts on agriculture, recreation, 
wood/forest products, trade/shipping, tourism, utilities (power 
plants) and management costs; or environmental harm - 
Impacts on bio-diversity, structural diversity, natural processes, 
aesthetics, ecosystem function and services; or harm to human 
health - Impacts on soil, water and air quality, flooding, injury, 
and disease/injury. 

What is the Finger Lakes area Trail Survey? 

 Goal: Identify, survey for, and report invasive species in the 
Finger Lakes 

 Who can participate: Anyone with a smart phone or tablet 

 Where does it take place: The GVG or another trail near 
you! Your choice 

 How is data collected:  Volunteers are asked to survey three 
times - June, July and August for 17-25 common invasive 
species, using ~50 ft. intervals 

 How is the data reported: Use the iMapinvasives mobile 
platform and select Finger Lakes PRISM Volunteer Trail 
Survey Project  

Hilary Mosher, Finger Lakes PRISM Coordinator, recently 
hosted an overview of the survey program (See Powerpoint 
here: FLPRISM_Trail_Survey).  This presentation covers the 
material above and items like the recommended block method 
of surveying. However, this structure is not mandatory and 
participants are encouraged to map freely since every data point 
counts.  

Another webinar, provided by the iMapinvasives team, was on 
iMap and use of the mobile app. An account must first be 
established at  https://imapinvasives.natureserve.org/imap/
login.jsp  and preference settings made there will transfer over 
to your mobile app, including the selection of “Finger Lakes 
PRISM Volunteer Trail Survey” as your project.  You will also 
have the opportunity to select FOGVG as your organization.  
The iMap team also showed how to limit the species listing on 

your mobile app to only those 17-25 that are of interest on trails 
in the Finger Lakes Region. A recording of this webinar is at 
iMap FLPRISM.   

If you are interested in joining this project and are on 
Facebook, it is suggested that you like the “Finger Lakes 
PRISM.”  You will then be added to the Survey group where 
posts include newsletter items, resources, guides, etc…. You 
could also contact Hilary Mosher using the email listed below 
or call her at 585-261-3178.  Additional notes and 
recommendations on this project are available at 
www.fogvg.org   

The websites, contact info, and social media for the Finger 
Lakes PRISM Trail Survey are:  
(p): 315.781.4385,
(e): mosher@hws.edu (w): fingerlakesinvasives.org  
(w): https://www.hws.edu/fli/, listserve: cce-flprism-l-
request@cornell.edu,  
and Social Media  Twitter * Facebook * Instagram 

The Finger Lakes PRISM Trail Survey 
An Opportunity to Volunteer - Can You Help? 

Stop the Invasion - Protect New York from Invasive Species 

Some common invasive plants along the Greenway 

Left: Oriental Bittersweet, by Chris 

Evans, University of Illinois, Bug-

wood.org 
 
 
Below: Garlic Mustard, by Mary C 

Legg, Bugwood.org 

Above left: Multiflora rose, by Joan Schumaker, FOGVG 
Right: Purple loosestrife, Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bug-

wood.org 

http://fingerlakesinvasives.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/FLPRISM_Trail_Survey.pdf
https://imapinvasives.natureserve.org/imap/login.jsp
https://imapinvasives.natureserve.org/imap/login.jsp
https://hws.zoom.us/rec/share/_uMoLIng8HFIaM_f13zaV_4rGpjJT6a813BMrKBZz0xKoNSC5yehvGK968AiUty2
http://www.fogvg.org
mailto:mosher@hws.edu
http://fingerlakesinvasives.org
https://www.hws.edu/fli/
mailto:cce-flprism-l-request@cornell.edu?subject=Join
mailto:cce-flprism-l-request@cornell.edu?subject=Join
https://twitter.com/FLPRISM
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Finger-Lakes-PRISM/691963774194787?ref=hl
https://www.instagram.com/flprism/?hl=en


Be “green” and receive the Greenway News earlier. 
Send your name and email address to fogvg@frontiernet.net 

P.O. Box 42 

Mt. Morris, NY 14510 

585-658-2569 

fogvg@frontiernet.net  
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Send your photos and 

stories to Irene at 

treeweenie@aol.com 

Visit our web site! 
WWW.FOGVG.ORG 

www.facebook.com/

FOGVG/ 

www.facebook.com/

Genesee-Valley-

Greenway-State-Park-

475076135976335/ 

What comes after the Empire State Trail? That's up to you!  

Take the PTNY Survey  

The following is from the PTNY website.   
If you have yet to complete the survey, PLEASE DO SO NOW  
 

Parks & Trail New York (PTNY) and State Parks are developing the first statewide greenways plan. With 
the Empire State Trail slated to be complete by the end of 2020, we’re looking towards growing the multi-
use trails network so all New Yorkers have access to a nearby trail. Take a short survey and let us know your 
thoughts about trails across New York. Take the survey. 

New York State’s trails offer the opportunity for active, healthy lifestyles and enrich our communities with a 
sense of history, access to nature, and safe places to exercise and play. But what does the future of our 
greenways trail network look like in New York State? The Office of Parks and Recreation and Historic 
Preservation (OPRHP), in consultation with Parks & Trails New York, is currently trying to answer that 
question. 

You can help us create a vision for a statewide greenways trail network by participating in the New York 
State Greenways Plan public survey. We want to know more about who our greenway trail users are, what 
kind of activities they engage in, and when and where they like to spend their time. Answering these ques-
tions will help us answer a critical question we've been asking ourselves: where should we prioritize develop-
ment in the future?  

Greenway trails include, but are not limited to, shared-use paths designed for multiple uses such as rail trails, 
canal trails, or bike paths. If you visit one of these in your community or elsewhere, you're a greenway trail 
user and we want to hear from you!  

Why Greenway Trails?  

Legislation signed in November 2019 by Governor Andrew Cuomo requires that the New York State Of-
fice of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation (OPRHP) prepare a plan to help shape future develop-
ment of the State’s comprehensive statewide system of non-motorized multi-use trails (greenway trails). 
Once finalized and adopted, the Statewide Greenways Plan will act as a guide for the development of trails 
of this type across New York State.  

With your input, we can create a network that is appealing to people of all ages and abilities.  

Link to survey: www.ptny.org/our-work/support/nys-greenways-plan  

http://WWW.FOGVG.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/FOGVG/
https://www.facebook.com/FOGVG/
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park-475076135976335/
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park-475076135976335/
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park-475076135976335/
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park-475076135976335/
https://www.ptny.org/our-work/support/nys-greenways-plan
http://www.ptny.org/our-work/support/nys-greenways-plan


 

 


