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Above, left: Edwin Ortiz at Scottsville. He usually shows up on his 
snow-season fat-tired bike. 

Above: At the Avon trailhead, a Caledonia snowmobile club 
offered people snacks.  

Left: Contractors last summer used leftover chunks of old canal 
rock to make new amenities, like these horse-mounting blocks at a 
road-crossing. Many horse riders prefer to get off and lead the 
horse across. In this case, local Carl Schoenthal stacked a bunch of 
kids there for their picture: Left to right: Adeleine Schoenthal, 
Nickolas Schoenthal, Annaliese Schoenthal, Olivia Bates, 
Theodore Schoenthal. The dog is Holly. 

Photos from Cuba 1st Day Hike on the back 
cover 
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 President’s Message 

W 
elcome to winter and the Genesee Valley 
Greenway State Park First Day Hikes. Having 
hikes while Covid-19 is with us is a challenge and 

hikes were self guided to allow for proper distancing. Our 
1st Day Events in Scottsville, Avon, Cuba, and Hinsdale 
were all very well attended. Thanks to all the participants 
and a special thank you to the Hinsdale Historical Society, 
Palmer Opera House in Cuba, Caledonia Trailblazers and 
Henrietta Hill & Gully Riders Snowmobile Clubs, and the 
Artisan Coffeehouse of Scottsville for helping to host these 
events.   

Have you experienced the newly improved Greenway 
between Avon and Scottsville? If yes, please comment on 
our Facebook sites or website and share photos. If no, what 
are you waiting for? When you are on any part of the 
Greenway, remember to take your camera and help us 
collect photos of trail users on the Greenway. We will soon 
be launching a new website and would love to have photos 
and your trail experiences to share.  

The Trail Town Program has 
kept some of us busy with Zoom 
meetings, but we did find time to 
apply for a Portageville Public 
Access Grant. If approved, 
funding will support the 
development of access points in 
the Portageville area to improve 
connectivity and public access for 
five area trails. In addition to the 
GVG and other hiking/biking 
trails, this would include two new 
canoe and kayak launch sites for 
Genesee River Wilds. Hopefully, 
more news to come on this in a 
future newsletter.  

FOGVG again participated in ROC the Day, a December 
1st giving day when donations for nonprofits in the 
Rochester area are collected by United Way. We did not 
alert members and others of this opportunity to give to 
FOGVG, but seven donors chose us resulting in a total of 
$307. This amount was doubled by an anonymous supporter 
for a total of $614. 

FOGVG members are reminded to renew their 
memberships. If you are not already a member, please 
consider joining us. See Membership News on page 7 for 
details. 

If you have questions or concerns, please contact any 
FOGVG Director or contact 
me at fogvg@frontiernet.net or 
585-490-3302.  
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Email: fogvg@frontiernet.net  
Telephone: 585-490-3302 

The new 2020 GV Greenway Map is available on the 
FOGVG website to download and print as  3 (8” x 10”) 
pages. 

mailto:fogvg@frontiernet.net
mailto:fogvg@frontiernet.net
http://fogvg.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/fogvg20201126web_3-8x10-pages.pdf


 

Page 3 

2020 Annual Meeting Notes 

T 
he Friends held their first virtual annual meeting 
on November 8th, when those joining the 
meeting obtained answers to “What’s happening 

on the Greenway?” Our three presenters did a fabulous 
job!  

GVG State Park Manager Kristine Uribe shared photos 
of the resurfacing, culvert and bridge replacements and 
trail enhancements on the Greenway between Avon and 
Scottsville. She also noted that following this Phase I 
Greenway project, Phase II would involve work on the 
Greenway between Scottsville and Genesee Valley Park 
and include resurfacing the trail south of Ballantyne Road, 
wayfinding signage, and other enhancements. Kristine 
also showed designs for Phase. II projects. The Phase I 
Greenway project is complete; trail users are now 
enjoying this transformation for a very different 
Greenway experience. 

FGVG Director Carl Schoenthal discussed the GVG 
Trail Town initiative with the goal of promoting 
economic development in Greenway communities, 
improving trail amenities, and increasing trail usage by 
tourists as well as local citizens. Carl also provided an 
update on the FOGVG project in Cuba to close a gap in 
the Greenway, identify a safe route to school for students 
in the village of Cuba, and determine a location in the 
village for a Southern Gateway to the GVGSP. 

Our third presenter was Director of Letchworth Gateway 
Villages (LGV), Nicole Manapol, who is also coordinator 
for the Genesee Valley Rural Economic Development 
Innovation (REDI) initiative. In 2019, the FOGVG 
formed a partnership with LGV and has actively 
participated in REDI in order to obtain the technical 

assistance needed for the GV Trail Town initiative. REDI 
has become an active collaboration across a region 
representing the Genesee Valley, including towns and 
villages in Monroe, Livingston, Wyoming and Allegany 
Counties. The GVG Trail Town Program has evolved 
into the Genesee Valley Trail Town Program (GVTTP) 
with the goal of expanding the Trail Town concept to 
include other trails like water trails and bike routes in 
order to include all communities in the Genesee Valley. 
The plan is to promote actively the region's recreational 
and outdoor assets. The GVTTP is an economic 
development program designed to promote healthy active 
lifestyles and businesses that support users of recreational 
resources. Nicole discussed the GVTTP that includes a 
Trail Town Business and Community Training Program 
and a comprehensive digital mapping tool for the 
Genesee Valley Region. She also announced two 
additional grants to support this initiative. Current plans 
are to launch the GVTTP in January 2021 with 10 
communities participating to serve as models for future 
Genesee Valley communities interested in becoming Trail 
Towns. 

For those who missed the above presentations, 
recordings are available on the new FOGVG YouTube 
Channel. These three videos have been viewed over 400 
times since being posted in mid-November. 

After these three presentations there was not sufficient 
time to complete our FOGVG business meeting. 
Members will be contacted to complete voting for 2021 
Directors and a revision in the FOGVG Constitution/By
-Laws. 

Recordings of the annual meeting presentations are available on the new FOGVG YouTube Channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE4QeJEM0si1nSTLePbRzTA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE4QeJEM0si1nSTLePbRzTA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE4QeJEM0si1nSTLePbRzTA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE4QeJEM0si1nSTLePbRzTA
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Gallery:  Avon to Scottsville Transformation Project  
Kristine Uribe, GVGSP Manager 

Right: East side of White Creek culvert in Caledonia after 
restoration.  

Trees and organic matter were removed from the 
sides and top of the culvert and replaced with 

softball sized rock to stop erosion. Cap stones were 
hand cut on site, lowered by a boom, and muscled 

and mortared into place.  
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Since May 2020, the Greenway has been receiving a 
facelift during Phase 1 of our Transformation 
Project from Rt 20 in Avon, Livingston County to 
Canawaugus Park, Village of Scottsville, Monroe 
County. Before trail resurfacing could begin, repairs 
had to be made to culverts that were originally built 
for the Genesee Valley Canal circa 1840 and 
withstood the construction era of the Genesee 
Valley Canal Railroad. Rehabilitation efforts were 
carefully executed so as not to damage the existing 
infrastructure.  

Left: Here is a before shot of the east side of White Creek 
culvert in Caledonia between mile markers 16 & 17.  
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Left: As part of the resurfacing project, an outdated 
bridge north of the Lehigh Valley Trail and near 
mile marker 12 was removed and replaced. No one 
was expecting to find signage on the outer side of 
the abutments warning of an 11' 4" overpass. 
Apparently, there was a well-used road that traveled 
under this bridge back in the day!  

Before 

After 
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Gallery:  Avon to Scottsville Transformation Project, continued 

Kristine Uribe 

Old railroad bridge near mile marker 12 and close to 
the Livingston / Monroe County border. The railing 
was removed and the bridge decking was up-cycled 
into a new pier in another part of the project. The new 
deck consists of five concrete slabs weighing between 
6-8 tons each. 

Newly installed bridge near mile marker 12 on the southern 
outskirts of Scottsville. The bridge was designed so the actual 
trail surface is the bridge surface! 

Before After 

Kristine Uribe 

Kristine Uribe 

Typical current uneven trail surface laden with organic 
matter.  

Kristine Uribe 

The new and improved trail boasts a 3”-5” base layer 
made of crusher run and a smooth stone-dust surface. 
All new trail material was purchased from local 
quarries. Even though the trail was just built, it is 
already blending in nicely with its surroundings. 

Before After 
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Gallery:  Avon to Scottsville Transformation Project, continued 

Kristine Uribe 

After 

Left: The stones themselves are inspiring. Some of the 
rectangle shapes were used to create these inventive 
bicycle racks.  

Unfortunately, some of the original canal 
culverts were beyond repair and could not 
be saved. The canal stones were reclaimed 
and used creatively to enhance the trail 
users’ experience. Rounder “barrel” 
stones were 4' wide and 6' long! 

Above: Other stones were used to create the base for a 
picnic table or two, at our new rest stops located at 
White Creek and Dugan Creek. White Oak from North 
Carolina was used for the table-top and benches. 

Left: Still others were chosen and sliced into steps to be 
used for the new horse mounts located by Quaker Rd and 
Canawaugus Park in the Village of Scottsville. 

Photos by Kristine Uribe 
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Membership News 

DID YOU RENEW? 

The following includes all members for the 2020-21 year, but we are missing some of our regulars on 
this list.  The FOGVG Membership Year is from September 1 to August 31.  If your name is not on this 
list and you need to renew or become a new member, please use the enclosed membership envelope or 
go to www.fogvg.org to download a membership form or complete your membership online.  We look 
forward to hearing from you.   

As usual, a BIG THANK YOU to MEMBERS & FRIENDS for your generous support.  

2020-21 Members  

Stuart & Yu Chin Allen 
#Bob Ames 
*Village of Avon 
Andrea Barber 
Hal Bauer & Gayle Mosher 
Richard M Bigg 
George & Nancy Brinkwart 
Thomas Burkman  
*William D. Burt 
*Michael S. Buskus 
Caledonia Trailblazers 

Snowmobile Club 
#Eileen Campbell 
*Tony D'Imperio & Louise 

Michaud 
*Cody & Katie Donahue 
Ruth Dorrough 
*Roger J. Easton Jr. 
Joyce & Mike Ermer 
Dave Fergusson 
Hoss Firooznia 
Paul & Gay Frame 
Fred & Melinda Franzwa 
Paul & Vicky Gaeta 
Coleridge Gill 
**George & Fran Gotcsik 
Mary Gulesano 
Will Haines 
**Jeffrey Hennick 
Pam Hill 
Hinsdale Historical Society 
*Louise Holmes 
Alan Hopenwasser 
*Harry Howe 
Lois Judd 
#Lonnie Kaczka 

Jon Kapecki & Jeanne Kaeding 
#Catherine Kenny 
**Allen Kerkeslager 
*James & Susan Knauer 
#Ed Knauf 
Paul Mac Lean 
Brian & Karen Managan 
James & Jeanette Maxim 
James E. McCarthy  
James McMaster 
Than Mehlenbacher 
April Miller 
*Sanford & Jill Miller 
Davies Nagel 
Joe & Marilee Patterer 
Ric &. Sandy Perry  
Pete & Sue Piraino Family 
#Walter Pond Family 
#Steve Raub 
Joseph Readl 
David & Ruth Reid 
Jean Richmond 
*John Ridge 
Jennifer Ries-Taggart 
Thomas Rodwell 
Gary & Cheryl Rouleau 
#*Robert Ruppenthal     
Ronald & Linda Sallade 
*Fred & Gerry Sauter 
#Tom & Doreen Schickling   
*Carl Schoenthal 
**Joan Schumaker 
#Kathleen Shannon   
David A. Shaw 
#*Steve Spindler Cartography 
*Stephanie Spittal 

Robert L. Stear & Gary R. 
Maneebey 

Greta Stephany 
David & Grace Strong 
*Irene Szabo 
Jo Taylor 
Alice Thompson 
#*David Tilley 
Lawrence & Mary Tyndall Family 
Mary Innes Wagner 
Tania Werbizky & Brad 

Edmondson 
Robert A. Wood 
Charles Woolever 
Peter Wybron 
Robert Younger 
 

Non Member Donations 
Ann J Diehl 
Lori Ducharme 
*Kenneth D Kallio 
Jeff Miceli 
Kristen Paganin 
*EJ Santos & Drew Washburn 
Laura Saxe 

Membership/Donation 
** of $500 or more  
*  of $100 or more 
Thank you!  
 
# New Member in 2020-21 

Welcome!  
 

http://www.fogvg.org


Be “green” and receive the Greenway News earlier. 
Send your name and email address to fogvg@frontiernet.net 

P.O. Box 42 

Mt. Morris, NY 14510 

585-658-2569 

fogvg@frontiernet.net  

Board of Directors 

  

Joan Schumaker   

President 

 

Carl Schoenthal  

Vice-President 

 

Pam Hill 

Secretary 

Fran Gotcsik  

Treasurer 

  

Coleridge Gill 

Jeff Goodyear 

Pam Hill 

Joe Patterer 

Marilee Patterer 

Steve Raub  
Steph Spittal 

Irene Szabo 

 

Irene Szabo 

Newsletter Editor 

  

Jo Taylor 

Layout 

 

Send your photos and 

stories to Irene at 

treeweenie@aol.com 

Visit our web site! 
WWW.FOGVG.ORG 

www.facebook.com/

FOGVG/ 

www.facebook.com/

Genesee-Valley-

Greenway-State-Park-

475076135976335/ 

Cuba's Genesee Valley Greenway State Park 1st Day Hike was a huge success!! We were lucky that the 
freezing rain held off until after the hike had ended. Terrific, Terrific!! Many thanks to the organizers 
and volunteers for this event. A special thank you to Mike Landowski and Jeanette Maxim for 
stationing themselves at the trailhead gazebo and handing out treat bags, pins, and hats, and giving 
information. Also thank you to Sue Scott for opening The Palmer so about 12 people could use the 
restroom and warm up. There were approximately 60 adult participants and 11 children. It is always 
delightful to see kids involved in these events and not being indoors all the time. The exercise and 
fresh air is great for them as well as for the adults. Also eight dogs had the opportunity to enjoy a 
tremendous walk. Many thanks to all who hiked the Greenway on January 1st.  

—Marilee Patterer  

Photos by Marilee Patterer 

Above: Here the developed greenway 
ends west of Cuba village, where an old 
Erie railroad bridge flew over the 
Pennsylvania RR that is our Greenway's 
predecessor.   
 
Left: The gazebo is near downtown Cuba 
at the beginning of the Cuba section of the 
Greenway, parking available. The yellow 
gates visible in the background begin the 
trail westward for a mile-plus to its end.  

Above: People 
and dogs enjoy 
the route of the 
Greenway 
creekside. 

Cuba 1st Day Hikes       

http://WWW.FOGVG.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/FOGVG/
https://www.facebook.com/FOGVG/
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park-475076135976335/
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park-475076135976335/
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park-475076135976335/
https://www.facebook.com/Genesee-Valley-Greenway-State-Park-475076135976335/

