The dream: Trail
transformation
Phase 2.
See pages 4 and 5.
Spring 2021

Saturday & Sunday, May 1-2, 2021
Join us for the 10th Anniversary of
I Love My Park Day (ILMPD), held the first Saturday in
May, attracts thousands of volunteers from across the state
to participate in cleanup, improvement, and beautification
events at New York State parks and historic sites. Join us to
celebrate the New York's park system by working on
projects to improve the Genesee Valley Greenway State
Park. This year, the Friends will be celebrating the
10th anniversary of ILMPD and 10 years of our involvement
in this event. In spite of the ongoing pandemic, PTNY is
looking forward to a safe, in-person I Love My Park Day.
This year, in partnership with NY State Parks and DEC,
PTNY will be hosting a more contained, two-day event

on Saturday & Sunday, May 1st-2nd.
Masks will be required, social distancing will be observed,
and we are not allowed to provide volunteers with water or
snacks. The Friends are also spreading volunteers out this
year, using four main work sites, multiple other sites, and
offering 2-day projects for Genesee Valley Greenway State
Park volunteers. All main work sites will feature a clean-up
of the Greenway and three will offer an opportunity for
volunteers to paint gates over a one or two-day period. If
you have been spending time on the trail, you know that
most Greenway gates need fresh paint and new signs.

Here is a summary of the ILMPD volunteer opportunities:
Saturday, May 1: Scottsville, Mount Morris, Cuba, and Hinsdale will all have General Greenway Clean-Up as a
project. This is a Perfect Opportunity for Families to Volunteer since this project is appropriate for all ages. In coordination with events led by local municipalities and organizations, there will be general cleaning of the Genesee Valley
Greenway State Park in each of the villages. Volunteers will check-in, pick up a T-shirt (while supplies last) and a heavy
duty garbage bag, then select a section of trail to clean. We are asking volunteers to pick up litter, rake, and remove the small
sticks that litter the trail in spring. Volunteers should bring gloves, rakes, insect repellent, water, and snacks.
Details:
Scottsville: 10 am - 12:30 pm, Meet at the parking lot in Canawaugus Park, Scottsville (43.018276, -77.747667)
Mt. Morris: 10 am - 12:30 pm , Meet at the parking lot on East State St. (Rt 408) (42.726340, -77.872477)
Cuba: 10 am - 12:30 pm, Meet at the Greenway Gazebo, Bull St., Cuba (42.216592, -78.283329)
Hinsdale: 9 am - 12 pm Meet at the Hinsdale Volunteer Fire Department, 3832 Main St.
Sat, May 1 - Sun, May 2: Scottsville, Mt. Morris, and Cuba will all offer Painting Trail Gates as a project.
Part 1 of this Project is Paint and Tool pick up on Saturday from 9 am to 10 am at the site locations noted above.
Volunteers for this project must register by April 25 and will be contacted to identify the location of their adopted
gate(s). Two volunteers will be assigned to a given gate and
family members or friends are encouraged to request working as
Volunteers will receive ILMPD T-shirts. We
pairs when registering. If necessary, volunteers will be assigned a
encourage participants to Register for one of
partner. Teams may elect to paint more than one gate and also
these work sites by using the special I Love My
to paint on Sunday. T-shirts will be available at check-in. Please
Park site at http://www.ptny.org/ilovemypark/
bring gloves, insect repellent, water, and snacks.
since this avoids the need to complete Volunteer
Part 2 of this Project is Return of Tools and Unused Paint
Service and Photo Release forms at the work site
on May 1. If you have questions or potential
on Sat. from 4-5 p.m. or on Sunday from 4-5 at the same
group registrations, please email
locations used for pick-up. However, additional pick-up and
fogvg@frontiernet.net or call Joan Schumaker at
return sites may be added depending on the location of volun585-490-3302. If necessary, volunteers may also
teers and their distance from adopted gates to be painted. These
register by using this contact information.
arrangements will be made with volunteers prior to May 1.
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President’s Message

I

am looking forward to Spring and expect that
many of you are too. Unfortunately, the pandemic
is still with us, but the Greenway and other nearby
trails allow us to enjoy the outdoors while still social
distancing and getting some exercise.

There are now 534 members in our Genesee Valley
Greenway State Park Enthusiasts (GVGSPE) MeetUp
Group to be found at https://www.meetup.com/
GVGSP-Enthusiasts/ If you are not a member, please
join us. We hope to be able to offer hike and bike rides
for members when restrictions due to the pandemic
lessen and we will need leaders for these future events.
Please contact me if you are interested in serving as a
leader.

Trails and open spaces are becoming increasingly
important to our well-being during the pandemic. You
are encouraged to celebrate responsibly on April 24th,
the 7th Anniversary of “Celebrate Trails Day,” a Railsto-Trails event with FOGVG as a Partner. See page 11. With seventeen miles of newly resurfaced trail and
I Love My Park Days on May 1st and 2nd is a perfect more to be completed in 2021, these are exciting times
opportunity to get outdoors and also help improve the on the Greenway. We look forward to the resurfacing
of the Greenway from Canawaugus Park to Ballantyne
Greenway at the same time. On May 1st, the whole
family can participate in trail clean-up projects at four Road.
locations and a second project of painting gates
Enjoy the warmer weather on all sections of the
involves volunteers adopting gates all along the
Greenway.
Greenway. I am sure that visitors to any section of the .
Greenway have found gates badly in need of paint and
new signs. Volunteers interested in this project need to
register early to obtain their gate assignments and may
elect to paint both primer and finish coats over the 2day period. Please note the ILMPD article on page 1.

The election of FOGVG Directors for 2021-23 did not
take place at the FOGVG Annual meeting in
November but was completed online with the
following Directors being re-elected for three years: Joe
Patterer, Carl Schoenthal, and Steph Spittal. In
addition, the following amendment to the FOGVG
Constitution was approved: “Terms of FOGVG
Directors will be October 1 to September 30 each year
beginning in 2021.” This change results in Director
terms coinciding with the fiscal and membership years.

Janet Hughes

Our Summer 2020 Greenway News introduced you to
the Genesee Valley Trail Town Destination Project
(GVTTDP) being pursued by Letchworth Gateway
Villages (LGV) and a wide coalition of stakeholders,
including the FOGVG. LGV has since been awarded
the necessary grants, the GVTTDP has been expanded,
and was officially launched on February 19th. Local
committees have been established in each of the 10
communities and three regional workshops for
committee members were held virtually in March. See
page 9.

Email: fogvg@frontiernet.net
Telephone: 585-490-3302
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Riding the Greenway with Ned
Jim Hutton
Jim shares another installment with us of his bike trips on the Greenway
with Ned Holmes, a recently departed wonderful contributor to our early
history.

I

began riding my bike on the Greenway with Ned
Holmes shortly after joining the Board of Directors of
the Friends of the Genesee Greenway in 2003. Initially,
we did one-day rides exploring the Greenway section-bysection from Genesee Valley Park in Rochester to West Cuba
Road. We did our first end-to-end ride in 2007. Ned and I
biked the Greenway end-to-end a total of six times over the
next five years. Some of those rides were chronicled in the
Greenway News at the time.
With Ned’s passing I am remembering him by retelling the
experiences we enjoyed on these rides. The first of these
articles appeared in the Fall 2020 edition of the Greenway
News. In that article I told about some of our experiences on
the one-day rides exploring the Greenway. I will now begin
remembering our end-to-end rides.
According to the FOGVG 2009 trail map, it is 96 miles from
the beginning of the Greenway in Rochester to its end point
in Hinsdale. However, due to detours the length of our ride
would be about 103 miles. We decided to ride from south to
north, since the trail would be mostly downhill going on that
direction (see Genesee Valley Canal profile following this
(Continued on page 6)

Canal Elevation
A scale profile of the old Genesee Valley Canal
(below) shows the major change in elevation our canal
travelled, from a couple hundred feet above sea level
at Rochester to 1489 feet at the summit near its south
end. While the profile of the Erie Canal made sense,
since the canal followed a natural level route across the
state, many of the feeder canals from the south had to
climb and descend major changes in elevation inland
from the Erie’s relatively level route. This is why travel on the Genesee Valley Canal included 90 locks over
a short distance, and forced users to spend hours passing only a mile or so in the steeper sections. Filling
and emptying each lock took time!
In other words, it’s easy to see that many of the northsouth feeder canals should never have been built, since
their topography didn’t permit efficient travel, but the
fever to get such attractive transportation to fairly isolated villages drove the brief flurry of canal-building
after the Erie proved so successful. This elevation
profile is from an old poster that showed the Erie
across the wide top; you can see a sliver of it to the
right of our canal.
— Irene Szabo
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Trail Talk...
Trail Transformation Project: Phase 2
Kristine Uribe, Park Manager Genesee Valley Greenway

A

nother fair-weather season is about to be upon us,
and with that comes more changes for our cherished
Greenway. Phase 2 of the GVGSP Transformation
Project, as it has been internally dubbed, will break ground
mid to late summer and continue heading north to Genesee
Valley Park in Rochester.
Phase 1 focused on resurfacing, overdue culvert repair, and
the creation of a few amenities along the way. While Phase 2
addresses resurfacing as well, there are not as many culverts
in disrepair along this section, allowing Parks to focus on
additional enhancements that I am sure our patrons will
enjoy.

Rd. The original design of the crossing is not very user
friendly and is difficult for maintenance trucks to navigate.
Parks worked with landscape architects to improve this
crossing by altering the design of the secondary guardrails,
widening the approaches, and adding mounting blocks on
either side for our horse lovers. Unfortunately, the primary
railing design is the main problem and can only be rectified
by Dept. of Transportation. The good news is the railings are
an older style and need to be replaced. Agency to agency, I
have requested they keep this crossing in mind when their
next round of updates takes place.

Next, patrons will notice a sweet enhancement under the I90
overpass. Working with I90 bridge and maintenance workers,
Let’s take a sneak peek at what’s coming. (Note: sketches are
Parks and the architects mapped out exactly what space can
conceptual only)
be used so as not to interfere with bridge inspections and
Heading north from Canawaugus Park, Village of Scottsville repairs. Upgrades include seating under the bridge to offer a
(Monroe County), the Greenway crosses Rt. 383, Scottsville temporary haven from inclement weather, readjust gear, or

Underpass beneath Interstate 90
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Trail Transformation continued…
catch your breath. Temporary is the key word here because
listening to the interstate roaring above is interesting, but not
something you wish to hear for very long. All the landscaping
will be vastly improved, and there will also be an art
component added to the site, leaving room for additional
elements in the future.
Continuing, just south of Brook Rd. is Lock #2, our most
well-preserved lock…and it is about to get a facelift! For
starters, a pergola will be built alongside the lock, offering
shade, and inviting curious trail users to peek down into the
lock. Picnic tables, benches, and bike racks will also be
installed, converting this extraordinary piece of history into a
convenient rest stop. The coup de grace of this upgrade is the
spur trail that will be built to allow patrons to actually walk
through the lock. The trail will be a low-grade ramp on one

Lock 2

side and a small staircase (with steps made from canal stone
if possible) on the other. Initial interpretation only includes a
marker indicating the height of the water within the lock, but
that gives us, Parks & FOGVG, room to expand and tell our
story.
The last upgrade in this section was a pleasant last-minute
surprise. After years of trying to acquire the triangular piece
of property across from where Paul Rd intersects with
Scottsville Rd., the deal was finally done. We can now move
the trail out of the parking lot and onto Parks property. The
trail itself will be built in this phase, leaving the rest of the
property to be renovated at a different time.
In addition to all these magnificent improvements,
wayfinding and trail counters will be installed from north
Canawaugus Park to Genesee Valley Park. These features will
not only increase our visibility, but also provide raw user data
which is vital when writing grants and justifying allocations
for Park needs.
Check out our webpage: https://parks.ny.gov/parks/189/
details.aspx and our Facebook page: https://
business.facebook.com/GeneseeValleyGreenwayStatePark/?
business_id=10152577167410938 for updates, timelines and
closures regarding this project as the summer gets closer.
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Riding with Ned continued from page 3 …

Rockville Bridge
Rockville Bridge was installed December 17, 2002, on
a below zero morning. The steel framework was supplied by the Allegany County Dept. of Public Works,
fabricated in two halves and then assembled at the site.
They brought in a crane to set the bridge in place.
Much credit to the county for their support, and in
particular Dick Young, who was the Superintendent of
Public Works.
The bridge decking came from the Seneca Trail Resource Conservation and Development Council in
Ellicottville. The decking was originally intended for a
pedestrian bridge elsewhere, which never happened, so
the decking ended up being stored until it was offered
to the Greenway.

Jim, left, and Ned. Photo by Louise Holmes

story, which has a remarkable rise for a canal). Our starting
point would be at the end of the short trail section off
North Main Street in the village of Hinsdale. We decided to
make the ride over three days, spending the first night at the
Inn at Houghton Creek, and the second at the Country Inn
& Suites in Mt. Morris.

We held a ribbon cutting there on National Trails Day
2003.
— Ron Abraham

My wife Ann and I moved to Connecticut in 2005.
Therefore, I had to travel back to the Rochester area to ride
the Greenway with Ned. The schedule typically was to drive
to Rochester on Saturday, stay at a friend’s house over the
weekend, and bike the Greenway from Monday through
Wednesday. Some years Ann came with me, but many times
I made the trip alone. Louise Holmes was usually the one
who drove us to Hinsdale with our bikes and saddle bags
early Monday morning. Ann drove us a couple times also.
The first day of our end-to-end rides took us from Hinsdale
to Houghton. There were very few open sections of the
Greenway in this area at first. We usually stopped in Cuba to
buy something for lunch. One year we bought our lunch at
the Subway shop. I got my sandwich first and went outside
to wait for Ned. However, when he didn’t come out for
several minutes, I looked inside to see him sitting at a table
eating his sandwich. I said, “I thought we were going to wait
until we reached the trail before eating our lunch.” He said
he was hungry and couldn’t wait. I sat down and enjoyed an
early lunch with him.
During the first several of our end-to-end rides none of the
bridges over Black Creek south and north of Route 305, or
the Rockville Lake outlet, had been replaced yet. Therefore,
the first section of officially open trail in 2007 started at the
Rockville Bridge over Black Creek, which had been installed
in 2002 at the north end of Rockville Lake. We ate our lunch
there several times. One time there was a group of young

Rod Carpenter, then President of the Friends, at the
Rockville Bridge before the June 2003 official opening,
during which it rained, of course.
Photo by Joan Schumaker

people who were having lunch also. After eating lunch they
were lying on the ground resting before setting out again. A
young woman approached and presented me with a four-leaf
clover, and immediately turned around and left. Ned said,
“What does that mean?” I replied that I had no idea. I still
have that clover, and periodically wonder “what it meant,” if
anything.
From the Rockville Bridge the trail was open to north of the
Village of Oramel. However, there was no bridge over the
unnamed creek just south of Gleason Hill Road in the first
years of our end-to-end rides . We had to carry our bikes,
with their load of saddlebags down a fairly steep slope across
(Continued on page 7)
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Riding with Ned continued …

News from the Cuba Trail Town
Committee
Michelle Conklin, Manager of the Palmer
Opera House

T
Ned at Tibbetts Hill. Tibbetts Hill is a trailhead north of Cuba,
the start of an especially nice wooded swampy section of
several miles. Photo by Jim Hutton.

the creek and up the slope on the other side. You had to
be pretty dedicated to the Greenway, and much younger
and stronger than I am now, to do this. At some point we
discovered an ice-cream shop on Route 19 not far from
the Greenway, down Crawford Creek Road. It became a
regular stop for us every year after that. North of Oramel
we had to take Route 19, except for a short section of
open trail north of Caneadea, the rest of the way to
Houghton.
We arrived at the Inn at Houghton Creek each year sweaty,
dirty, and tired. We had gotten up pretty early (at least for
me, not Ned), had an 80 mile, one and one-half hour car
ride, and biked and man-handled our bikes almost 30 miles
for over five and one-half hours. And we learned that
Houghton was a dry town. I solved that problem the
second year by stowing four cans of beer in my saddle
bags. I can still see Ned’s surprised look when shown
those cans. After that I think we took turns bringing beer
for our stay in Houghton. Dinner in Houghton, other than
the college, was limited to the China Star Restaurant. The
same woman owned it the entire six years of my end-toend rides with Ned. I do not remember staying up very
late before going to bed, although Ned always beat me to
sleep.
I will tell the story of the second day of our rides in the
next edition of the Greenway News.

he Cuba Greenway Trail Committee, along
with the Palmer Opera House and the Cuba
Memorial Library, is planning events for Earth
Day and I Love Our Parks Day. Earth Day is April
22nd and we are planning on a walk and a children’s
activity that will be provided by the Library. Please
stay tuned as more details are forthcoming. The first
weekend in May has been dedicated to the I Love My
Parks Observance. This year we will be doing a work
bee. Items that we will be working on will include
painting of the gates, removal of graffiti and general
maintenance of the Trail to prepare for the 2021
season. For further details please go to
www.palmeroperahouse.com, www.cubafriends.us
and www.parks.ny.gov.
The Cuba Trail Town Committee is ready to
announce that we are going to utilize Cuba’s Genesee
Valley Canal Railroad Freight Station for our Trail
Town Gateway. The station is owned by The Cuba
Friends of Architecture and is currently placed at
Empire City Farms which is owned by Bonnie Blair.
Standing majestically on 102 acres in Cuba are the
McKinney Stables of Empire City Farms, more
commonly referred to as the "Block Barn."
Nicknamed for its unique concrete construction, this
fire-resistant stable measures 347 feet long, fifty feet
wide, and is supported by an 8 foot solid concrete
foundation. The immense roof is covered in terracotta tile manufactured in Alfred.
Completed in 1909 and financed by New York City
pawnbroker, William Simpson, Jr., the Block Barn was
once home to world famous trotters, McKinney and
Axworthy. In addition to Mr. Simpson's passion for
breeding and racing horses, he also introduced
Shetland ponies to America, electricity to Cuba, and
offered printing services through his family paper, the
Boulton Press.

(Continued on page 8)
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Cuba News continued from page 7 …

When Mr. Simpson died in 1916, the
farm was sold. Over the years other
horses have come and gone, as have their
owners. Non-equine related ideas for the
barn were entertained such as a nursing
home, cheese storage for Borden's, a jail,
a school, a shopping mall, a housing
development, and even an ostrich farm!
Fortunately, none of these schemes
materialized, and today the property is
owned by Bonnie Blair, who is an ardent
historic preservationist and equine
enthusiast.
Cuba’s Genesee Valley Railroad Freight
Station is the only station known to exist
from the original conversion from the
Genesee Valley Canal system. The station
was saved through the combined efforts
Cuba’s Genesee Valley Railroad Freight Station, 2009. Cuba’s futute Trail
Town Gateway.
of the Cuba Friends of Architecture,
Photo supplied by Palmer Opera House, Cuba
citizen volunteers, members of the
business community and the Amish
community in the fall of 2007. The station originally
lectures and social events such as the annual Cuba
opened in December of 1882 on the former towpath
Garlic Festival.
of the Genesee Valley Canal and this project
reconnects the Station to the Greenway. The Depot
The station will be relocated to the property of The
was moved to Empire City Farms and reconstructed.
Old Grey Hound and The Inn at 28 on Genesee Street,
The building is located on the grounds of Empire City thanks to owners Marlene and Shawn Doyle, This is
Farms and is in proximity to the railroad tracks. The
the original site of the canal and will be part of the trail.
Depot is a large open room and has been utilized for

Cuba’s McKinney
Stables of Empire City
Farms, more
commonly referred to
as the "Block Barn."
Photo supplied by
Palmer Opera House,
Cuba
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Letchworth Gateway Villages launch “Trail Town Destination” project
Excerpted from the Livingston County News
Letchworth Gateway Villages recently kicked off a new
Trail Town Destination Development project that aims
to boost outdoor tourism by establishing a network of
10 hospitality hubs or “Trail Towns” along the
Genesee Valley Greenway and Genesee River corridor.

make this project
possible is a great
example of how LGV
works to unlock
opportunities.”
Mount Morris Mayor
The project will be implemented during the next 12
months in the towns of Wheatland, Avon, York, Perry, Frank Provo said he
Mount Morris, Geneseo, Nunda, Hume, Caneadea and was pleased to see the
project proceed.
Cuba. The goals of the program include equipping
“Mount Morris has a
communities to better position their proximity to the
huge opportunity to
region’s natural assets to visitors, an objective with
benefit from the work this project will support,
increased relevance during the COVID-19
and I look forward to getting started,”
pandemic as people seek safe outdoor activities.
Provo said.
“While the Friends initiated a Greenway Trail
More than 100 people attended a Feb.
Town Program in 2018, we lacked the
Wheatland
19 virtual kick-off event that gave
technical assistance and resources needed to
stakeholders an opportunity to meet
Avon
assist communities in their efforts to
and learn about the project. At the
become economic hubs,” said Joan
York
center of the event was a panel
Schumacher, President of the Friends of
Perry
discussion on Trail Towns and how
the Genesee Valley Greenway. “Our
they’ve been used to transform rural
Mount Morris
partnership with Letchworth Gateway
communities across the U.S. The
Villages will now provide the tools we need
Geneseo
panel
featured David A. Kahley,
to help Greenway communities develop
president and CEO of the Progress
Nunda
into model Trail Towns and promote the
Fund,
which established the first
Genesee Valley Greenway State Park as a
Hume
Trail
Town
program in the U.S. along
destination for both tourists and local
Caneadea
the 150-mile Great Allegheny Passage,
residents.”
Seth Wheat, director of tourism
Cuba
The project will also bring enhancements such
development for the Kentucky
as kiosks, signage, trailhead improvements, and
Department of Tourism, which was the
public art that improve trail-to-town connectivity;
first statewide Trail Town program
and the development of strategies and tools to support
implemented, Dylan Carey, project director for
new venture creation and municipal activities that
Parks & Trails New York, and Russell Hirschler,
advance outdoor recreation tourism. Expected longer- executive director of the Upper Valley Trails Alliance
term benefits include increased overnight stays and
in Vermont.
spending, which generate important bed and sales tax
The panelists emphasized the importance of
for counties as well as increased property values and
cooperation. “Each town is its own jewel,” said Kahley,
investment, and improved rural infrastructure while
who noted that a region “ is far stronger as a
protecting trail and natural assets.
destination if (the towns) work together.” Trail Town
Louise Wadsworth, downtown coordinator with
Programs have been used to revitalize rural
Livingston County Economic Development, said that communities by growing outdoor tourism and small
“what Letchworth Gateway Villages has done to bring businesses. One of the first and best documented
together existing programs, resources and people to
(Continued on page 10)

Page 10

Trail Towns continued from page 9 …

examples of a Trail Town program was the Great
Allegheny Passage in Maryland and Pennsylvania, which
helped support communities along its 150-mile corridor
achieve an annual economic impact of $50 million since
launching in 2007. Since then, Trail Towns have been
adapted and replicated nationwide.
With nearly 1 million visitors coming to Letchworth
State Park annually and investments by New York State
and private foundations accelerating the growth of longdistance trail systems in Western New York, a Genesee
Valley Trail Town destination project is especially
timely, Letchworth Gateway Villages officials said.
“The capacity building Letchworth Gateway Villages
has done in partnership with the Friends (of Genesee
Valley Greenway) will enable access to a program
custom designed to boost economic opportunities for
entrepreneurs and existing small businesses along our
trails and recreation assets,” said Carl Schoenthal, a
Town of Wheatland council member and director for
the Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway. “Trail
Towns will provide the support needed to help
communities fill the service and hospitality gaps now
present within the greater Genesee Valley region.”
The Letchworth Gateway Villages initiative is a
municipal consortium formed in 2017 by the villages of
Perry in Wyoming County, and Mount Morris and
Geneseo in Livingston County to catalyze economic
growth and new tourism-related opportunities for rural
communities serving as gateways to one of New York
State’s top attractions, Letchworth State Park. For more
information, visit:
www.letchworthgatewayvillages.org/ and https://
exploregeneseevalley.com/.

The GV Greenway Map (right) is available on the
FOGVG website.
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Celebrate Trails Day: April 24
Hosted on the fourth Saturday of April, Celebrate Trails Day is an annual spring celebration of America’s trails. Started by Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (RTC) in 2013, the celebration encourages people all across the country to get outside and enjoy the nation’s exceptional trails and trail systems.
RTC is using Celebrate Trails Day to celebrate the value of trails, as evidenced by:
 Multiuse trail use has increased more than 50% in 2020 compared to 2019
 46% indicated that having access to open spaces has reduced their stress levels during the pandemic
 75% believe that trails contribute significantly to the well-being of a community
 46% say they now consider trails and open spaces to be important, whereas 37% considered trails to be im-

portant before the pandemic
The RTC goal for Celebrate Trails Day is to “Encourage people to be active outside and amplify participation to
demonstrate the value and impact of trails.” They will be measuring:
 The number of people committing to getting out on trails
 Minutes that people were actually active on April 24
 the number of Partners (trail organizations, nonprofits, brands) elevating Celebrate Trails Day!

The Friends are Partners with RTC for this event and we need you to Mark your calendars and “Celebrate
the Greenway” on Saturday, April 24. RSVP to Rails-to-Trails to let them know you will be visiting the Genesee
Valley Greenway. By doing so, you'll show that you value the Greenway —plus, if you're one of the first 150 people
to RSVP, Rails-to-Trails will send you great prizes courtesy of Celebrate Trails. Day 2021 sponsors.

Membership News
RENEW or become a NEW MEMBER
The FOGVG membership year is from September 1 through August 31. If you are not presently a member,
please join us.
To join or renew, go to our website at www.fogvg.org where you can download a form or complete your
membership and payment online. Those receiving this newsletter electronically can download and return the
membership form attached to the email .

A BIG THANK YOU to MEMBERS & FRIENDS for your generous support.
Additional Memberships and Renewals since the Winter 20120 News
Ron & Mary Abraham
*Kay K. Bennett
#Pauline Burns
*Harold & Ann Castle
William & Lisa A. D'Angelo
John & Carolyn DeHority
Mark Getzin
Peter Gradoni
*Peter & Sally Humphrey

*James Hutton
Patricia Martin
*George D. Van Arsdale &
Elizabeth Osta
Greg Wysocki
Additional Donation
Catherine Kenny

* Membership/Donation of $100 or
more – Thank you!
# New Member in 2020-21
Welcome!

Be “green” and receive the Greenway News earlier.
Send your name and email address to fogvg@frontiernet.net

P.O. Box 42
Mt. Morris, NY 14510
585-658-2569
fogvg@frontiernet.net

Visit our web site!
WWW.FOGVG.ORG

Board of Directors
Joan Schumaker
President
Carl Schoenthal
Vice-President
Pam Hill
Secretary
Fran Gotcsik
Treasurer
Coleridge Gill
Pam Hill
Joe Patterer
Marilee Patterer
Steve Raub
Steph Spittal
Irene Szabo
Irene Szabo
Newsletter Editor
Jo Taylor
Layout
Send your photos and
stories to Irene at
treeweenie@aol.com

www.facebook.com/
FOGVG/
www.facebook.com/
Genesee-ValleyGreenway-State-Park475076135976335/

Come out and play: Egg Hunts!
Scottsville Egg Hunt Trail Challenge
Genesee Valley Greenway State Park, Wheatland
Recreation and Friends of the Genesee Valley
Greenway, with sponsorship from the American
Legion Smith Warren Post 367, Sons of the
American Legion and the Greater Wheatland
Chamber of Commerce, have organized an “eggciting” Egg Hunt Trail Challenge on the Greenway
near Canawaugus Park. From Saturday, March 27th
– Saturday April 24th we invite you and your family
to take a walk on the Greenway and participate in
the event. There will be oodles of egg signs posted
along the trail 1/2 mile north and south of
Canawaugus Park, Village of Scottville (Monroe
County). Each egg has a challenge. The challenge
is designed to encourage problem solving, support
learning, inspire conversation….and there may
even be a giggle or two. The challenge may be in
the form of a riddle, a brain teaser, a fun fact, or
maybe a letter to a larger word that needs to be
unscrambled. Treat bags will be available (while
supplies last) for the kids who complete the
challenge at the Town of Wheatland Municipal
Building and the Artisan Coffee House during
regular business hours starting Monday, March
29th.

Hinsdale Egg Hunt Historical
Challenge
Please join the Hinsdale Historical Society on the
Genesee Valley Greenway in Hinsdale (Cattaraugus
County) Saturday April 3rd from 11 to 3 for some
educational fun! Stations will be set up along the
trail enticing children and adults alike to learn about
their local history and be introduced to some
interesting artifacts. Candy filled eggs will be given
out at each station. Rain date is April 10th, same
time.

